
PITTSYLVANIA COUNTY BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

July 12, 2016 
 

MINUTES 
 

VIRGINIA:  The Pittsylvania County Board of Zoning Appeals met on Tuesday, July 12, 2016, in the General 
District Courtroom, Edwin R. Shields Courthouse Addition, Chatham, Virginia.  Mr. Talbott called the meeting to 
order at approximately 7:00 p.m.  The Board observed a moment of silence.  Mr. Shelton called the roll. 
 
PRESENT 
 
Kenneth Talbott  
Ronald Merricks  
Helen Glass 
Joseph “Jay” Craddock 
Carroll Yeaman  
Leon Griffith  
Odie H. Shelton, Jr. 
 
ABSENT 
 
R. Allan Easley 
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
 
By motion of Mr. Merricks, seconded by Mr. Yeaman, and by unanimous vote, the Minutes of the June 14, 2016, 
meeting were approved as presented.  
 
Old Business 
 
Mr. Shelton informed the Board of the Legislative Committee meeting for July 19, 2016 at 5:00 p.m. and that they 
were all welcome to attend. 
 
New Business  
 
Mr. Shelton reported on the cases for the August, 2016 cycle.   
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 
There was no Chairman’s Report. 
 
THE ZONING PRECEPTS WERE READ BY Mr.  Talbott to OPEN THE PUBLIC HEARING at 
approximately 7:03 p.m.   
 
Case S-1, Zachary Turner and Others, S-16-008 – Mr. Talbott opened the public hearing at approximately 7:05 
p.m. Mr. Shelton, Director of Code Compliance/Zoning Administrator, reported Zachary Turner and Others had 
petitioned for a Special Use Permit on a total of 58.82 acres, four (4) parcels of land, located on State Road 713/Birch 
Creek Road, in the Dan River Election District for expansion of the current Special Use Permit for a recreational 
facility/public facility, namely a haunted house/haunted trail, to include two (2) additional buildings, a 12’ x 20’ 
concession stand/makeup room and a 12’ x 24’ souvenir/gift shop and other future expansion of buildings, Phase 2 
donut shop and zombie shooting gallery, not to exceed 300 square feet.  They are also requesting revisions to 
conditions attached to the current Special Use Permit as follows:  (1) Change the “four (4) full weekends of October”  
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to “from the last weekend of September to the first weekend of November”; (2) Remove “termination of all activities 
by 11:30 p.m.” from the current permit; (3) Future buildings 300 square feet or less will not be required to come 
before the BZA; however, future buildings will be inspected by the Building Inspector and Fire Marshall, will require 
a building permit and will meet all building and fire codes; (4) Plant additional vegetative border along the north 
fence, at minimum, an additional row of Leyland Cypress trees.  Mr. Shelton further reported Mr. Turner had 
submitted a revised Site Development Plan which was enclosed in the Board packet.  The Planning Commission, with 
no opposition, recommended granting the petitioners’ request with the following condition:  On Friday and Saturday 
nights, the ticket office will close at 10:30 p.m. and all activities cease by 1:30 a.m.  Mr. Turner was present to 
represent the petition.  Mr. Turner handed out a site plan and stated he was requesting these revisions to the original 
Special Use Permit in order to cover any “grey” areas that may arise in the future and to make sure he was in 
compliance.  He further stated he would like the days of operation to be from September 30 to November 1 and 
would like to add Thursday and make sure he could be open on Halloween.   He then discussed the building on the 
site plan and future and the hours of operations.  He and the Board then discussed the size of building requiring a 
building permit and that any building under 256 square feet did not require a building permit.  There was then a 
discussion regarding when ticket sales would end for specific days and when operations would cease.  There was no 
opposition to the petition.  The Chairman closed the public hearing at 7:26 p.m.  The Board discussed the petition as 
the Committee of the Whole.  The Board determined there were no adverse effects.  The Board discussed adding two 
week-ends to the days of operation, adding Thursdays and Halloween, adding buildings and the time for ceasing ticket 
sales and ending operations.  It was also discussed that the operation would only be open for two (2) hours on 
Thursday and Sundays.  It was also confirmed that any building under 256 square feet would not require the Board’s 
approval.  The Chairman confirmed with Mr. Turner the items that would be addressed in the motion to determine if 
this met his approval and he replied in the affirmative.   Upon motion of Mr. Merricks, seconded by Mr. Griffith, the 
following motion was adopted:  Whereas, Zachary Turner and Others have petitioned the Board of Zoning Appeals 
for an expansion of the current Special Use Permit for a recreational facility/public facility, namely a haunted 
house/haunted trail, to include four (4) additional buildings:  a concession stand/makeup room, souvenir/gift shop, 
donut shop and zombie shooting gallery.  Revise the Special Use Permit as follows:  (1) Change the “four (4) full 
weekends of October” to “from the last weekend of September through the first weekend of November.”; (2) On 
Thursday and Sunday last ticket sales will be at 9:30 p.m. and operations cease by 11:30 p.m.; on Friday, Saturday and 
October 31, last ticket sales at 10:30 p.m. and all operations cease by 1:30 a.m.;  (3) Plant additional vegetative border 
along the north fence, at minimum, an additional row of Leyland Cypress trees and, Whereas, we find no substantial 
detriment to adjacent property, that the character of the zoning district will not be changed thereby, and that such use 
will be in harmony with the purpose and intent of the Ordinance.  I move the Special Use Permit be granted.  
Motion passed by a 6 to 0 vote (1 member was absent).   
 
This concludes the Special Use Case.  
 
The meeting adjourned at approximately 7:50 p.m. 
       
 

_________________________________ 
      Kenneth Talbott, Chairman 
 
      _________________________________  
      Hannah R. Orgain, Clerk  
 
       


