
PITTSYLVANIA COUNTY BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

September 13, 2016 
 

MINUTES 
 
 

VIRGINIA:  The Pittsylvania County Board of Zoning Appeals met on Tuesday, September 13, 2016, in the General 
District Courtroom, Edwin R. Shields Courthouse Addition, Chatham, Virginia.  Mr. Talbott called the meeting to 
order at approximately 7:00 p.m.  The Board observed a moment of silence.  Mr. Shelton called the roll. 
 
PRESENT 
 
Kenneth Talbott  
R. Allan Easley 
Ronald Merricks  
Helen Glass 
Joseph “Jay” Craddock 
Carroll Yeaman  
Leon Griffith  
Odie H. Shelton, Jr. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
 
By motion of Mr. Merricks, seconded by Ms. Glass, and by unanimous vote, the Minutes of the August 9, 2016, 
meeting were approved as presented.  
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
There was no old business. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Mr. Shelton reported on the cases for the October, 2016 cycle. 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 
There was no Chairman’s Report. 
 
THE ZONING PRECEPTS WERE READ BY Mr.  Talbott to OPEN THE PUBLIC HEARING at 
approximately 7:01 p.m.   
 
Case S-1, Stanley and Vickie Murphy, S-16-010 – Mr. Talbott opened the public hearing at approximately 7:02 p.m. 
Mr. Shelton, Director of Code Compliance/Zoning Administrator, reported Stanley and Vickie Murphy had 
petitioned for a Special Use Permit on 21.025 square feet, 0.48 of an acre, located off State Road 755/Mercury Road 
(at the end of Winterhaven Trail) in the Staunton River Election District. Mr. Shelton further stated Crown Castle 
intended to remove an existing 87’ wooden pole and replace it with a 108’ steel monopole tower for AT&T.  He also 
reported the Planning Commission, with no opposition, recommended granting the petitioner’s request.  David 
Marshall with Donohue & Sterns, PLC and Marvin Greer with Crown Castle were present to represent the petition.  
Mr. Marshall stated he had nothing to add and that they were just replacing the pole and there would be no land 
disturbance.  There was no opposition to the petition.  The Board discussed the petition as the Committee of the 
Whole.  During the discussion it was stated that they were just replacing a pole with a pole and this would be an  
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upgrade.  The Board determined there were no adverse effects.  Upon motion of Mr. Easley, seconded by Mr. 
Craddock the following motion was adopted:  Whereas, Stanley and Vickie Murphy have petitioned the Board of 
Zoning Appeals for a Special Use Permit to allow for removal of an existing 87’ wooden pole and replacement with a 
108’ steel monopole tower for AT&T and, Whereas, we find no substantial detriment to adjacent property, that the 
character of the zoning district will not be changed thereby, and that such use will be in harmony with the purpose 
and intent of the Ordinance, I move the Special Use Permit be granted.   Motion passed unanimously. 
 
This concludes the Special Use Case. 
 
Case Z-1, A & S Property Management, LLC, Z-16-002 – Mr. Talbott opened the public hearing at approximately 
7:05 p.m.  Mr. Shelton reported that A & S Property Management, LLC had petitioned for a Sign Permit on .83 of an 
acre, located on U. S. Highway 41/Franklin Turnpike in the Westover Election District for an 8’ x 20’ (160 square 
feet), double-sided (total of four (4) panels), illuminated, off-site advertisement sign.  Mr. Shelton further reported the 
Planning Commission, with opposition, recommended denying the petitioner’s request with the right to bring the case 
back without penalty.  (SECTION 35-852.  Procedure for BZA to waive 12 month requirement to repetition without 
penalty).  W. Henry Sasser, Sr. was not present to represent the petition.  The Chairman stated the Board would 
proceed without the applicant and that the application would stand on its own.  Mr. Wayne Dishman and Mrs. 
Lavada Dishman spoke in opposition to the petition.  Mr. Dishman presented a petition signed by approximately 30 
residents in the area.  Mr. and Mrs. Dishman stated they were concerned about safety and the beautification of the 
Mt. Hermon area.  An overview of the area was presented and the Board members were given pictures.  Mr. Dishman 
further stated the lanes on Route 41 were only 11 feet wide and there was a pedestrian sidewalk on each side of the 
road that was used frequently and that this was not a thru road.  Mrs. Dishman stated there was another off-site sign 
in the area, but it had been there for at least 50 years.  She further stated information regarding traffic flow and felt 
the sign would be a distraction for drivers and could cause accidents.  The Chairman closed the public hearing at 
approximately 7:18 p.m.  The Board discussed the petition as the Committee of the Whole.  During the discussion it 
was stated they did not feel this was an appropriate place for this type of sign and there was no control over content.  
It was further stated once one (1) sign was approved in the area it may cause a domino effect with more signs being 
installed.  The Board stated again they did not feel this sign was appropriate and could be a distraction to drivers.  
Upon motion of Mr. Merricks, seconded by Mr. Yeaman, the following motion was adopted.  Whereas, A & S 
Property Management, LLC has petitioned the Board of Zoning Appeals for a Sign Permit for an 8’ x 20’ (160 square 
feet), double-sided (total of four (4) panels), illuminated, off-site advertisement sign and Whereas, we find substantial 
detriment to adjacent property, that the character of the zoning district will be changed thereby, and that such use will 
not be in harmony with the purpose and intent of the Ordinance, I move the Sign Permit be denied.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
This concludes the Sign Case. 
   
The meeting adjourned at approximately 7:22 p.m. 
       
 

_________________________________ 
      Kenneth Talbott, Chairman 
       

_________________________________  
 Hannah R. Orgain, Clerk  

 
       


