
PITTSYLVANIA COUNTY BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

October 11, 2016 
 

MINUTES 
 
 

VIRGINIA:  The Pittsylvania County Board of Zoning Appeals met on Tuesday, October 11, 2016, in the General 
District Courtroom, Edwin R. Shields Courthouse Addition, Chatham, Virginia.  Mr. Talbott called the meeting to 
order at approximately 7:00 p.m.  The Board observed a moment of silence.  Mr. Shelton called the roll. 
 
PRESENT 
 
Kenneth Talbott  
R. Allan Easley 
Ronald Merricks  
Helen Glass 
Joseph “Jay” Craddock 
Leon Griffith  
Odie H. Shelton, Jr. 
Greg Sides 
 
ABSENT 
 
Carroll Yeaman  
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
 
By motion of Mr. Merricks, seconded by Ms. Glass, and by unanimous vote, the Minutes of the September 13, 2016, 
meeting were approved as presented.  
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
There was no old business. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Mr. Shelton reported on the case for the November, 2016 cycle. 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 
There was no Chairman’s Report. 
 
THE ZONING PRECEPTS WERE READ BY Mr.  Talbott to OPEN THE PUBLIC HEARING at 
approximately 7:01 p.m.   
 
Case S-1, Mark Patteson, S-16-011 – Mr. Talbott opened the public hearing at approximately 7:02 p.m.  Mr. Shelton, 
Director of Code Compliance/Zoning Administrator, reported Mark Patteson had petitioned for a Special Use 
Permit on 1.42 acre, located off State Road 1080/Belair Road in the Callands-Gretna Election District to allow for 
placement of a single-wide mobile home for his daughter’s personal residence.  Mr. Shelton further reported the 
Planning Commission, with no opposition, recommended granting the petitioner’s request.  Mark Patteson was 
present to represent the petition.  Mr. Patteson stated he had purchased the land approximately 16 years ago and torn  
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down the old mobile home and now he wanted to replace the home.  There was no opposition to the petition.  The 
Chairman closed the public hearing at approximately 7:04 p.m. The Board discussed the petition as the Committee of 
the Whole.  The Board determined there were no adverse effects.  Upon motion of Mr. Griffith, seconded by Ms. 
Glass the following motion was adopted:  Whereas,  Mark Lee Patteson has petitioned the Board of Zoning Appeals 
for a Special Use Permit to allow for placement of a single-wide mobile home for his daughter’s residence and, 
Whereas, we find no substantial detriment to adjacent property, that the character of the zoning district will not be 
changed thereby, and that such use will be in harmony with the purpose and intent of the Ordinance, I move the 
Special Use Permit be granted.   Motion passed unanimously by a six to zero vote, with one member absent (Mr. 
Yeaman). 
 
Case S-2, McBomar, LLC, S-16-012 – Mr. Talbott opened the public hearing at approximately 7:05 p.m. Mr. 
Shelton, Director of Code Compliance/Zoning Administrator, reported McBomar, LLC had petitioned for a Special 
Use Permit on 76.58 acres, located on State Road 726/Kentuck Church Road & on State Road 729/Kentuck Road in 
the Dan River Election District for solar power generation and energy storage facility.  Mr. Shelton further reported 
the Planning Commission, with no opposition, recommended granting the petitioner’s request provided a bond is also 
in the permit request for the duration of the 25 years of lease or if it is not extended, it would cover the removal of it 
after the lease is up.   Jeff Davis, Agent for McBomar, LLC, Jared Schoch with Turning Point Energy, and Jon Frazier 
with FLM Engineering were present to represent the petition.  Mr. Schoch gave an overview of the petition.  He 
stated his company had met with the school district and had two neighborhood meetings.  He also stated they had 
tried to address all the concerns of the community.  He presented an artist rending of the site with both fencing and a 
vegetative barrier and read over the information in the letter dated October 11, 2016, referencing the 
decommissioning bond.  Some of the other issues that were discussed with the board were insurance, tax revenue, 
storage and electrical noise.  It was further stated there are no plans for clustering of these solar farms.  Mr. Schoch 
also stated the company would be having safety/information sessions for the high school.  The Chairman discussed 
some conditions that may be placed on the special use permit and Mr. Schoch stated these would not be a problem.  
Ted Arthur came forward and spoke in opposition to the petition and stated he was concerned this would devalue his 
property and he did not want to look at this site.  Mr. Schoch offered a brief rebuttal.  The Chairman closed the 
public hearing at approximately 7:30 p.m. The Board discussed the petition as the Committee of the Whole.  During 
the discussion it was stated the County was working on a solar energy ordinance but that power generation was listed 
in the ordinance under a special use permit in R-1.  The discussion included but was not limited to fencing, vegetative 
barrier and storage, safety, electrical noise and decommissioning.  The Board determined there were no adverse 
effects that could not be mitigated through conditions.  Upon motion of Mr. Merricks, seconded by Mr. Easley the 
following motion was adopted:  Whereas, McBomar, LLC has petitioned the Board of Zoning Appeals for a Special 
Use Permit and, Whereas, we find no substantial detriment to adjacent property, that the character of the zoning 
district will not be changed thereby, and that such use will be in harmony with the purpose and intent of the 
Ordinance, I move the Special Use Permit be granted with the following conditions:  1) Electrical storage will 
not be allowed at this time.  2)  Any complaints of electrical interference for communications will be promptly 
investigated and mitigated as required.  3)  Decommissioning bond or letter of credit as described in letter of October 
11, 2016 shall be required.  Motion passed unanimously by a six to zero vote, with one member absent (Mr. Yeaman). 
 
This concludes the Special Use Case. 
  
The meeting adjourned at approximately 7:45 p.m. 
       
 

_________________________________ 
      Kenneth Talbott, Chairman 
       

_________________________________  
 Hannah R. Orgain, Clerk  

 



       


