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ADDENDUM NO 1 DATED JUNE 4 1987

TO THE 1986 PITTSYlVANIA COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

This Addendum No 1 dated June 4 1987 taken with the Pittsylvania County
Comprehensive Plan dated July 15 1986 together constitute the comprehensive
plan of the county as duly adopted by the County Board of Supervisors by
resolution 86 11 336A on November 3 1986

1 The last paragraph on page 1 109 should read

The County Service Authority has the authority to provide water
services to County residents in populated areas outside the City of
Danville and the tawns of Chatham Gretna and Hurt Potable water is
available to the Cdunty from major groundwater sources Private
systems located in more rural areas of the County utilize high yield
wells as a source of potable water In the southern area of the
County the Pittsylvania County Service Authority purchases water from
the City of Danville whose primary source is the Dan River

2 Table No 1 on page 1 111 should read

TABLE NO 1

FACILITIES DISCHARGING IN PITTSYLVANIA COUNTY

Facility Treatment

1 Chatham STP
2 Chatham Correctional Unit 15
3 Gretna Town of
4 Dan River High School
5 Mt Airy Elementary School
6 Union Hall Elementary School
7 Ridgecrest Subdivision STP
8 Dan River Service Area

Secondary
Secondary
Secondary
Primary
Primary
Primary
Secondary
Secondary

Source State Water Control Board 1985

Usage MGD

0 1814
0 0117
0 0157
0 0058
0 0015
0 0011
0 0240

17 82

3 The first full paragraph on page 1 112 should read

Flow MGD

0 54
0 012
0 153
0 0104
0 005
0 006
0 0392

31 5

The Town of Gretna owns and operates a central sewage system for
its residents In 1985 the Town received funding approval to upgrade
its facility on George s Creek from a primary treatment plant to a

secondary treatment plant Construction was completed on this new

facility in 1986
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4 The third paragraph on page 11 23 should read

A description of the water system in the County is contained in
the Services Section of the Inventory Water service is cqncentrated
in four areas of the County These areas are designated Dan River
Chatham Gretna and Hurt Motley The Pittsylvania County Service
Authori ty serves the area o tsi de the Ci ty of Danvi 11 e and provi des a

limited amount of servi esoutsi e thatham

5 Add the following recommenda tion on page 11 25

7 The County should develop a Master Water and Sewer Plan

6 The last paragraph on page 11 25 should read

The County desires to employ funds from the Virginia Development
Block Grant Program State Water Control Board Economic Development
Administration Farmers Home Administration Virginia Resource

Authority and other agencies in order to fund needed water sewer

and solid waste disposal projects needed in the County

7 The third paragraph on page II 35 should read

The Pittsylvania County Health Department in Chatham operates
clinics in Chatham Gretna and Glenwood More specialized clinics or

facilities are Sandy River Medical Clinic Danville Area Clinic for

Mental Hygiene Danville Orthopedic Clinic Danville Speech and

Hearing Center and the DanvilleRegional Mental Hospital Longterm
health care for invalids an eld rly citizens is provided at the Roman

Eagle Nursing Home and Camelot Hall in Danvi1le Specialized medical

care can be obtained at facilities at the University of Virginia
Medical School Hospital in Charlottesville the Medical College of

Virginia in Richmond and D kE Hspitar in Durham Emergency medical

air transport in the area cil be provided by Lifeguard 10
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ADOENOUM NO 2 Dated March 16 1988

to the

1986 Pittsylvania County Comprehensive Plan
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This Addendum No 2 dated March 16 1988 corrects an error in page

numbers and in no way affects any matter of substance in the comprehensive

plan adopted by the County Board of Supervisors by resolution 86 11 336A on

November 3 1986 In the plan adopted November 3 1986 page 11 40 should

have been page 11 38 page II 38 should have been page II 39 and page 11 39

should have been page 11 40 These corrections have been made in the second

printing
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INTRODUCTION

PURPOSE OF PLAN

A community changes and whether the change is gradu l or rapid it will

inevitably occur Only through awareness can a community meet the challenges
and opportuniti es of change and assure itsel f of a stabl e and healthy
environment

The comprehens i ve pl an provi des the means with whi ch a community can

assess the forces of change and thereby identify future needs and allocate its

resources to meet those needs

Virginia law requires every governing body in the Commonwealth to adopt a

comprehensive plan The Code of Virginia identifies the scope and purpose of

the comprehensive plan as follows

In the preparation of a comprehensive plan the
commission shall make careful and comprehensive surveys
and studies of the existing conditio s and trends of
growth and of the probabl e future re ui rements of its
territory and inhabitants The comprehensive plan shall
be made with the purpose of guiding and accomplishing a

coordinated adjusted and harmonious development of the
territory whi ch wi 11 in accordance with present and
probabl e future needs and resources best promote the
health safety moral order convenience prosperity
and general welfare of the inhabitants

The comprehensive plan shall be general in nature
in that it shall designate the general or approximate
location character and extent of each feature shown on

the plan and shall indicate where existing lands or

facil iti es are proposed to be extended wi dened
removed relocated vacated narrowed abandoned or

changed in use as the case may be

Such plan with the accompanying maps plats
charts and descriptive matter shall show the
commission s long range recommendations for the general
devel opment of the territory covered by the pl an It
may include but need not be limited to

1 The designation of areas for various types of

publ ic and private development and use such as
different kinds of residential business industrial
agricultural conservation recreation public service
flood plain and drainage and other areas

1 1



2 The designation of a system of transportation
facil i ti es such as streets roads hi ghways parkways
railways bridges viaducts waterways airports ports
tenninals and other like facilities

3 The designation of a system of community facilities
such as parks forests chool s playgrounds public
buildings and institutions hospitals community
centers water works sewage disposal or waste disposal
areas and the like

4 The designation of historical areas and areas for
urban renewal or other treatment and

An official map a capital improvements program a

subdivision ordinance and a zoning ordinance and zoning
district maps 1975 c 641 1976 c 650 1977 c

288

1 Code of Virgini Title 15 1 Chapter 11 Article 4
Secti on 446 1

The comprehensive pl an therefore serves two primary functi ons Fi rst

it is a general scheme of framework for the future development of an area

against which the planning commission may critique reject or accept

deve10pment proposal s Seconal 1 the pl an serves as a basi s for the more

detail ed ordinances and documents whi ch wi 11 be deri ved to impl ement the

plan The compr ehensive plan is th reasoning and scheme upon which the

offi ci al map future 1 and use zon j ng ordi nance subdi vi s1 on ordi nance and

all other im ementation documents are based

Virginia law also requires that the comprehensive plan be reviewed every

five years by the local planning commission to determine if it is necessary to

update or amend the pl an In its cornmi tment to the comprehens i ve pl anni ng

process the Planning Commission will review this Comprehensive Plan annually
for the need to update tlli s document and intends to produce an update every

five years This requirement supports the most important characteristic of a

good plan its continuity and relevance in the changing community

PLANNING METHODOLOGY

In the preparation of the comprehensive plan update account was taken of

the physical economic social and population factors which affect the

County After data relating to these factors was collected and analyzed

I 2



projections for future growth patterns were calculated Subsequent to

analysis of the data and projections thereon detailed recommendations were

prepared to provide guidelines for the future development of the County

The recommendations included in each of the Plan Elements provide

guidance for implementing the Plan as a whole Many of these recommendations

were drawn from the following existing documents

Title Prepared by

1972 Metropolitan Regional Water and
Wastewater Disposal Plan

West Piedmont Planning istrict
Commission

1977 Metropolitan Regional Water and

Wastewater Disposal Plan Update
West Piedmont Planning District
Commission

1973 Open Space Plan West Piedmont Planning District
Commission

1975 Regional Land Use Plan West Piedmont Planning District
Commission

The recommendations set forth the directions fo the current as well as

future Boards of Supervisors to take in continuing efforts to solve problems

meet needs as set forth in the goals and objectives and make best use of the

County s advantages and resources

In accordance with Section 15 1 431 of the Code of Virginia plan updates

must undergo the same adoption procedure as prescribed for the ori ginal

plan This legislation requires that the citizens of the County be afforded

the opportunity to review and comment on the plan update At least one public

hearing must be held prior to the County Planning Commission recommending the

plan to the County Board of Supervisors Prior to holding a public hearing

the Planning Commission must publish a notice specifying the time and place of

the hearing This notice must be published once a week for two successive

weeks and not more than twenty one days or less than five days prior to the

public hearing in a newspaper having general circulation in the County The

Planning Commission and the Board of Supervisors may hold a joint public

hearing on the Plan If a joint hearing is held only the Board of

Supervisors need publish a notice of the hearing

After this plan has been adopted by the Board of Supervisors they should

consider the adoption of one or more ordinances to implement the

I 3



recommendations set forth in the plan Such ordinances and programs will have

to be prepared and implemented if the County is to have a continuous planning

program that reflects County policy and orderly growth

PLAN FORMAT

The comprehensive plan provides findings and analysis in the following
areas population economy physical characteristics housing community
facilities and services transportation and infrastructure The overall

comprehensive plan contains five elements These elements are a land use

plan housing plan a transportation plan an infrastructure plan and a

community facilities and services plan

The statement of broadly defined goals addresses the needs and the

findings covered in the plan elements noted above This together with the

next section on estimating future land use and service needs provides the

basis for the analysis section

PLAN DEVELOPMENT

A significant requirement in the development of a comprehensi vepl an is

the collection and evaluation of adequate information relative to the

geographic demographic and economic conditions of the area Geographic data

reveal the various physiographic advantages and limitations characteristic to

the vicinity including water mineral timber and agricuHura1 resources

slopes and soil types Equally important is the evaluil tion of the gr o1th

potential of the area in terms of population it can be expected to sustain

The factors of probable future size composition basic characteristics and

spatial distribution of the population are significant in their effects on the

e tent and types of possible future land development Proper land use

planning also requires an economic analysis of the area as a basis of its

potential for continued economic growth In addition a survey of existing
land use patterns is needed in order to establish historical trends in man s

physical utilization of the land and to formulate general conclusions

concerni ng each 1 and use activi ty s magni tude and di stri buti on wi thi n the

County

I 4
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Pioneers pushing westward from Virginia s Tidewater first settled in the

area that was later to become Pittsylvania County about 1734 By 1767 the

population had increased to such proportions that it was decided to form a new

county from a porti on of Hal ifax County The County was named Pittsyl vani a

after William Pitt Earl of Chatham The Town of Chatham was established as

the County seat in 1777 Following the Revolutionary ar the Town of

Danville was chartered in 1795 The Pittsylvania Danville area became an

important trade center with an economi c base of 1 eaf tobacco textil es

timber and agricultural products To connect the growing town with its

neighbors a turnpike running to Lynchburg was chartered in 1842 As

railroads became more prominent the Southern Railway was constructed linking

Pittsylvania County and Danville with Richmond and Washington to the

northeast and Atlanta to the south Major overland trade routes which began

as wi 1 derness roads developed into primary roads These important trade

routes later became U S Route 29 providing a major north south link through

the middle of the County U S Route 58 and State Routes 4Q and 41 providing

access to eastern and western markets and U S Route 350 providing access to

the northeast Although the population is widely dispersed in the County the

major residential commercial and industrial growth areas are located along U

S Route 29 and i ncl ude the centers of popul ati on known as the Towns of

Gretna Chatham and Hurt and Danvill e area Pittsyl vani a County is the

Commonwealth s largest County in land area and according to U S Census

figures for 1980 ranks seventh in total population The location of

Pittsylvania County in Virginia s Southside is shown on the following map

The earliest recorded population in the County was 11 579 in 1790 By

1900 the population had increased 305 percent to 46 894 During the first

sixty years of this century the population of the County increased from

46 894 in 1900 to 58 295 in 1960 This represents a very slow and gradual

increase of only 24 percent During the period from 1930 to 1960 the County

averaged a decrease of 1 7 percent per decade However this decline was the

result of seven separate annexations of land by the City of Danville of a

total of 8 235 22 acres and a population of approximately 10 500 In the

decade of the 1960 s the County grew only by 493 people to its 1970

population of 58 789 The total population increased by 7 358 to the 1980

level of 66 147 an increase of 12 5 percent

1 5



1790
1800
1810
1820
1830
1840
1850
1860
1870
1880
1890
1900
1910
1920
1930
1940
1950
1960
1970
1980

TABLE NO 1

POPULATION TRENDS
1790 1980

Pittsylvania
County

Danvi 11 e

Pittsyl vania
CountyDanville

11 579
12 697
17 172
21 323
26 034
26 398
27 282
32 104
27 880
45 063
49 636
46 894
50 709
56 493
61 424
61 697
66 096
58 296
58 782
66 147

11 579
12 697
17 172
21 323
26 034
26 398
28 796
32 104
31 343
52 589
59 941
63 414
69 729
78 032
83 671
94 446

101 162
104 873
105 180
111 789

1 514
NA

3 463
7 526

10 305
16 520
19 020
21 539
22 247
32 479
35 066
46 577
46 398
45 642

Source Intercensal Estimates and Decennial Census Counts for

Virginia Localities 1790 1980

Magisterial districts are divisions or precincts of the County created

for pol iti cal and admi ni strative purposes The County is di vi ded into seven

magisterial districts The Magisterial District Map gives the current

magisterial district boundaries The County Board of Supervisors has

established the current district boundaries These districts are composed of

contiguous and compact territory and are constituted as to give as nearly as

is practicable representation in proportion to the population of the

district

Since 1970 the County s magisterial districts have been unchanged these

still have particular significance since the County s tax maps are using these

magisterial district lines as demarcation boundaries The County also has

election districts whose boundaries have been changed in 1971 and again in

I

I

1
IL
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1981 as a result of redistricting that takes place after each decennial

census

1 7
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STATEMENT OF BROADLY DEFINED GOALS

GENERAL DEVELOPMENT GOALS

Likely consequences of continuing a relatively unplanned development
pattern include unnecessarily high service delivery costs Because

subdivisions and other built up areas are scattered throughout the County the

stretching of services between the developed area and across the undeveloped
areas makes for unusually high delivery costs This scattered development
brings more land into potentially active use and reduces the County s

opportunity to conserve open space and important agricultural land

Simply stated suburban development influences the growth of the local

economy the condition of the natural environment and the level of services

required of the County government Jlith this in mind the following general
development goals have been established

Goa 1 1

Goa 1 2

Goa 1 3

Goal 4

Goa 1 5

Goa 1 6

To stimulate economic activity and encourage the development on a

healthy stable and diverse economy

To anti cipate rather than react to popul ati on change and
accommodate that change in an orderly and efficient manner

To promote the preservation of a healthful and attractive
environment for present and future residents of the County

To provi de the publ ic servi ces and community facil iti es necessary
to support development as economically and efficiently as possible

To encourage aesthetic health promoting residential communities
and to provide choices in the housing market so that all county
residents may find affordable comfortable safe and sanitary
housing

To promote the efficient and financially sound operation of County
government and minimize the financial burden on County taxpayers

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES

The primary objecti ve of the County Pl anni ng Commi ssi on is to improve
public health safety welfare convenience and to plan for the future

development of the County in rel ati on to the desi res and needs of all the

citizens of the County The previously listed goals are to provide a

framework in whi ch development scenari os are formul ated and poss i bl Y generate
more specific objectives listed below as developed by the West Piedmont

Planning District Commission

1 9



Agricultural
1 To protect agricultural lands from undue residential or commercial

development
2 To provide for the adequate and sanitary disposal of sol id wastes in

the agricultural areas of the County
Forest land

1 To maintain sufficient tree cover on all areas where steep slopes
exist to prevent severe erosion

2 To encourage an increase in the County s resources

Residential

1 To encourage high density residential growth only in areas which are

served by adequate transportation networks and by public utility and

facilities systems

2 To establ ish buffer zones between residential areas and areas of

conflicting land use which reduce the aesthetic qualities of the

resi ential areas

3 To direct heavy commercial and transient traffic away from single

family residential areas

4 To discourage strip resid ntial development al mgt E tll sraads

Commercial

1 To discourage strip development of commercial establishments adjacent

to major transportation routes

2 To encourage commercial establ ishments to develop in commercial

centers which are served by adequate transportation networks

Industrial

1 To encourage the location of industry in areas where adequate buffer

zones may be maintained between industry and compatible land uses

2 To encourage the location of industry in areas so that prevail ing

winds do not carry smoke odors and dust particles to adjacent

residential areas

3 To encourage the location of industry in areas where

suitabl e water and sewer treatment facil ities and

transportation facilities

To achieve community certi fication status under the

Department of Economic Development s program criteria

there are

adequate

4 Virginia

I 10



2 of expected hi gh
eliminates the

3

4

2

2

3

1 To evaluate future actions taken by the County to minimize adverse

envi ronmental impacts
2 To develop the County so that the works of man maximi ze the mental

and physical well being of the citizens while minimizing the loss to

the aesthetic quality of the County

I 11



ACHIEVEMENT OF GOALS ACTION ITEMS

A number of action items or key issues must be appropriately addressed if

the goals and objectives stated in this plan are to be met The more

important of these items are presented in the following paragraphs

Planning is

changi ng area

Planner and begin

essential to the orderly development of

Accordingly Pittsylvania County should

the development of a planning department

any growi ng and

employ a County

Appropriate land Use controls are generally the result of careful

planning and are also the tools that allow local governments to implement

planning decisions Accordingly the County should adopt a Future land Use

Plan strengthen and update its subdivision ordinance and adopt a zoning
ordinance The development and enforcement of these land use controls should

be a responsibility of the new planning department with the technical

assistance of regional planners and consultants as necessary The Planni ng

Commission in concert with the Planning District Commission has developed a

draft zoning ordinance for the County s adoption

Economic development is also a function dependent on sound local

government pl anni ng The Pi ttsyl vani a County Economic Oevelopment

Organization PEDO is a capable organization to promote sound business and

industrial development leading to future improvements in the economi cwell

bei ng of County ci ti zens and improvement in the County s fi sca 1 condit on

generally The Pittsylvania County Economic Development Organization s

efforts should continue to be supported and supplemented by the County and its

Planning Department

Many in fact most of today s jobs require a higher degree of training
than previously necessary The availability of this training is closely
related to the County s ability to provide an effective labor force and thus

attract industry Accordingly the quality of highly technical and vocational

education in the County should be carefully studied and improved where

necessary Such acti ons woul d improve the Pittsyl vania County Economi c

Development Organization s efforts and thus help to improve the County s

economy

Util iti es parti cul arly water and wastewater servi ce are essenti al for

any significant development Also the County needs to update its 1972

I 12



comprehensive county wide water and S Wer an as soon as possible
Accordi ngl y the Pittsyl vani a County Servi ce Authority as the water and

wastewater arm of the County needs to be encouraged and supported as

necessary There will be projects in the future which are essential for the

County s long range benefit but are not financially feasible for the Authority
to underta ke without subsi di es from other County revenues such subsi di es

should be carefully considered A Public Service Authority can under the

statutes provide solid waste collection and disposal services This

additional function could be appropriate for the Public Service Authority In

regard to sol i d waste services impl ementati on of an agreement between the

Board of Supervisors and the Service Authority could include a fee structure

that would produce new revenues for the Authority that could aid in reducing
needs for appropriations by the Board of Supervisors necessary to enable the

Authority to carry out the major projects this could also aid the Authority
in overcoming some of the fiscal effects annexation might have on the

Authority s sewer and water facil ities development

Adequate transportation is essential to sound development The County is

fortunate to be reasonably well served in this area however careful

attention must be paid to the State Highway Department s six year plan and the

improvements it proposes The improvement of Route 40 across the northern

portion of the County should be accomplished as soon as possible

The Danville MPO is conducting studies of the feasibility of a Western

Bypass of Danville also Route 863 from Route 29 North to Route 53 West might
be considered for upgrading to provide an alternative to a Western Bypass if

the bypass is found not feasible In effect the County should work toward

providing facilities for a bypass routing for east west traffic for the U S

Route 53 corridor that now passes through the County s south end and the City
of Danvill e

The County should also continue to pursue construction of the Route 265

Bypass from Route 58 East to Route 29 North the Danville MPO in concert with

the County should carefully consider the location of interchanges and

connecti ons with Route 29 North in connecti on with anti cipated and pl anned

development areas This segment of the 265 Bypass is critical in any future

Route 58 Bypass routing In addition the entire Route 29 corridor has been

considered for upgrading by a group of interested business persons and local

I 13



government officials Other new proposals for transportation improvements are

addressed in the Transportation Plan chapter of this document

Viable housing choices for all levels of income are essential to

providing a stable efficient labor force Accordingly to address this issue

the County needs to study housing conditions and needs This item is also

closely related to the subdivision ordinance and the zoning ordinance

The County with its vast area and

recreational opportunities To capitalize

improve the recreation programs it now offers

consider employing a recreation coordinator

varied landscape offers many

on its natural resources and

or supports the County should

While it may not be possible to address or accomplish all of these items

immediately additional studies of the growth areas should be accompl ished

first The timely attention of all action items will do much to strengthen

the County and is the best defense against annexation just as it is a defense

against the problems which trouble the County

I 14
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ANALYSIS

The future land use plan the transportation plan the infrastructure

plan the community facilities plan and the housing plan are the

impl ementati on el ements of the County s Comprehensi ve Pl an Each of these

el ements is based on the development alternati ve determi ned most 1 i kel y to

serve the counties best interests

The most desirable development alternative was selected after

consideration of two alternatives One of the altern tives considered was a

continuation of existing development patterns and local land use policies
The other al ternati ve woul d change exi sting development patterns by
encouraging planning and imposing additional land use controls An

evaluation of the two alternatives revealed that the second alternative best

achieved the goals of the County This alternative has been termed the Nodal

Alternative since it would seek to concentrate future development around

existing development or nodes These nodes are Mount Herman Blairs Chatham

Gretna Hurt Motley Ringgold and Mount Cross Brosville areas where water and

sewerage service and other urban services are either provided or are planned
to be provided

The Nodal Alternative recognizes that the majority of recent development
in the County has occurred along major roads around Danvill e and north of

Danville along the Route 29 corridor Future development is accommodated in

the Route 29 corridor and nodes north of the Route 58 corridor east and west

of Danville while at the same time recognition is given to the environmental

constraints to development posed by the steep slopes floodplains and

agricultural land use By concentrating urban development in specific growth
areas the Nodal Alternati ve permi ts a more economi cal and effi cient del i very

of services than is possible with the existing development pattern

A change toward the Nodal Alternative will be more hel pful in achieving
the goals of the County than continuing the existing development practices

The process of i dentifyi ng and eval uating the devel opment alternati ves is

based on an analysis of the existing conditions inventory and projections of

future development The Development Constraints secti on and the Formul ati on

and Evaluation of Development Alternatives detail this process and further

explain the development alternatives considered

I 15



IlIujl IIII IiI II 1I1 llIillllllllllllllilllllllllllil lllllllllhlllIlilllllilllll 1IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIillll 111111111 1111 I I 1111111111111i11il ii 11111111111 111 1IIIillllllllllolllllll IIIIIIIII 111I11I11i111 IIllillllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 111 11111111 111111111111 II I I I III 1I11 II lilllll 1111 I I 11111 I I I I 1111 I I I I II II 1 111111111111

SECrIONi IV

I ElELOPNIEN T C NS RAIN

1 1 II

i



DEVELOPMENT CONSTRAINTS

Thi s section i dentifi es and anal yzes those factors havi ng the greatest

existing and potential impact on growth and development in the County These

factors have been divided into two categories 1 Environmental Constraints

to Development and 2 Existing Development Patterns and Growth Areas A map

of these determinants forms a framework within which development is likely to

occur The Map of Development Constraints in the County serves as a basis for

determining alternatives for future land development The two growth
determinant categories are analyzed in greater detail

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSTRAINTS

The most restrictive environmental constraints to development in the

County are steep slopes and floodplains These problem areas involve only a

small portion of the County s total area The location of uranium mines and

nuclear wastes disposal sites could also severely restrict land use Although
uranium mining and milling and the disposal of radioactive wastes are not

certainties they are discussed here as future possibilities The location of

primary watersheds and critical erosion areas both of which require

protection are also development constraints These factors are all important
environmental constraints to development

Development in areas with steep slopes is more difficult and costly than

development on 1 evel 1 and due to the gradi ng or erosi on and sedimentati on

control practices required Generally land in the County is level to rolling
land with slopes from 0 to 8 percent in most places However concentrations

of hilly land occur adjacent to leesville Lake and the Staunton River to the

west of Chatham and diagonally across the County from the North Carol ina

1 ine where the Dan River enters the County northeasterly to the Hal ifax

County line at Route 40 Severe slope conditions exist on Smith Mountain and

a small area northwest of Callands

Development in floodplains also has important limitations Ilthough

floodplains are not extensive across the County the construction of public
and pri vate structuresin fl oodpl ai ns presents the potenti al for loss of 1 i fe

and property and should be prohibited in those areas that are The

susceptibility of areas to frequent flooding include the Dan and Sandy Rivers
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and Cherrystone Creek and therefore should be noted as particularly
hazardous areas

The mining milling and extraction of uranium from ore material found in

the County northeast of Chatham could alter land development patterns in that

general area The site contains reserves of 30 million pounds of cammet cial

grade uranium The yellow cake produced as a commercial product It ould have

wastes that must be disposed of Deyelopment should be controlled when it is

proposed for locations on the periphery of mining or waste disposal sites

If mining and milling in the County should take place in the future the

operations will require restrictive safeguards under licensing and state

approvals buffer areas will be required around the mining and or milling
sites in order to reduce ri sks to any nearby development Buffers shaul d

include provision for low density low intensity development in the vicinity
of the sites However the large size of the County and the amount of the low

density open land available across the County mitigates against any problems
attributable to setting aside land for bufferf areas

Watersheds are important to the future Water supply of the citizens and

in turn vegetative cover is extremely important to the functional

ca pabil ities of watersheds These watersheds i ncl ude 1 Sandy Ri ver

Watershed west central Pittsylvania County 2 Cherrystone Creek Watershed

centra 1 Pittsyl van j a County 3 Sycamore Creek Watershed north central

Pittsylvania Countyand 4 Dan River atershed southern ittsylvania
County Watersheds rely on existing plant cover to catch and retain

preci pitati on Vegetati ve cover protects the soil from the direct impact of

rai ndrops and keeps water surface runoff di spersed at a low velocity of

movement Thi s enhances the absorpti on of preci pitati on into the soil and

porous rock thus preventing soil erosion If such plant cover is removed

Vll ough intensive development the siltation of streams the loss of valuable

topsoil and frequent downstream fl oodi ngcoul d occur It waul d be extremei y

expensive for the County to develop alternate 1ater sources if the existing
watersheds are destroyed Therefore those watersheds i denti fi ed must be

protected from extensive vegetati veremoval By desi gna ti ng watersheds as

permanent conservation areas and by adopting and enforcing pertinent iand use

controls the County can minimize development

I 18
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The amount of the County s level to rolling land a positive factor is

an important determi nant of devel opment in the County In effect much

additional development could take place considering the low density of

development now existing and the amount of good land remaining to develop a

primary determinant of whether much of the suitable areas can cost effectively

be developed in the availability of utilities Accordingly the County has

taken as policy to develop only those areas where utilities are or are being

planned These developable areas are within the primary growth or nodal areas

of the County

EXISTING DEVELOPMENT PATTERNS AND GROWTH AREAS

An analysis of the development trends population economics and housing

has led to conclusions about existing development patterns and growth areas in

the County Since future development often occurs in existing growth areas

and continues along patterns established in the past existing development

patterns and growth areas are important determinants of future growth

Tabl e No 1 and the Map of Popul ation Changes By Census Tract presents

measures of growth in census tract areas of the County The growth measures

include 1 percent of total County population in 1980 2 increase in

population between 1970 and 1980 and the percent of the total population

increase in the County and 3 percent increase in the number of occupi ed

housing units between 1970 and 1980

The tabl e i ndi cates that the major growth is occurri ng in the southern

portion of the County along Route 58 surrounding the City of Danville Areas

3 and 4 About 37 4 percent of the increase in the County s population

between 1970 and 1980 occurred in this area over half in the area immediately

around Danville As of 1980 over one half 53 1 percent of the County s

tGtal population was in the southern part of the County Area 3 and 4 The

percent increase in the number of occupied housing units in the urban fringe

of Danville Area 4 was three times the increase in the central portion of

the County Area 2
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The table also indicates that little development activity is occurring in

the central portion of the County Area 2 The central portion of the County

Area 2 had a decrease in popul ati on between 1970 and 1980 The amount of

development acti vity in the northern porti on Area 1 was greater than the

central portion Area 2 but was considerably less than the development

activity in the southern portion Areas 3 and 4 The northern portion Area

1 captured 20 percent of the total popul ati on increase in the County

In addition to the development occurring in the southern third of the

County around Danville the other areas being built up in the County include

Hurt and Gretna northern third of the County All of the existing built up

areas in the County have an impact or a potential for impact on future

growth in the County Since the northwestern portion contains steep slopes
it shoul d be used for agri cultural or recreati onal and open space purposes

Existing agricultural areas in the County are considered determinants of

future growth in additi on to the developed and open space areas The

product on of agri cultura 1 products exceeds 1 oca 1 onsumpti on needs

therefore the agricultural sector is responsible for bringing money into the

area and is a source of groiith in the County s economy Agri cul tural areas

are consi dered to be determinants of growth Those areas where soil sand

slopes are best suited for agriculture should remain undeveloped in an effort

to maintain agriculture as a basiG sector industry To reserve those

agri cultural 1 ands the County needs to develop a fa rml and preservati on pl an

which sets up minimum standards for exclusive agricultural zones

The more concentrated agricultural acti vity areas in the County are

located in the central southwestern and southeastern part of the County

There is a lack of major farming activity in the south central part of the

County and the north central part of the County which are considered the most

important growth areas Continued growth in these areas would present less of

a threat to the County s most important farmland

Since not all development incurs a uniform fiscal burden on the Courity

the 1 ocation of the services requi red to support development are important
determinants of growth Generally these services can affect development in

two rays First the extension of services into or across undeveloped areas

encourages new development in those areas Therefore water and sewer

services influence the development direction Secondly the existence of
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servi ces in developed areas encourages additi ona 1 development in the areas

served Thus services can influence the density of development

The Map of Water and Sewer Service Areas in the Utilities Section of the

Inventory indicates that existing water and sewer services are located in the

developed areas of the County Chatham Gretna Hurt Motl ey Mount Herman

Ringgold and Mount Cross Brosville This suggests that these services have

been reacting to development and that the impact of these services on future

development will not be on the direction of development but on the density
Future development is likely to occur around existing service areas

Development should be encouraged around existing service areas as a means to

reduce service delivery costs

In addition to considering the impact of existing services the

determi nation of alternati ves for future 1 and development wi 11 consi der the

impact of service extensions
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TABLE NO 1

MEASURES OF GROWTH IN CENSUS TRACT AREAS OF THE COUNTY

Percent Percent of Occupied Housing
Numerical Total 1980 County Units Percentage

Name 1970 1980 Chang Chanqe Popul ation Increase 1970 1980

Area 1
Renan Mt Airy 101 4 031 4 345 314 4 4 6 5 22 8

Hurt 102 4 215 4 945 730 10 2 7 4 42 2

Sandy Level
Pittsvill e 103 3 449 3 662 183 2 5 5 5 28 7

Gretna 105 2 797 3 214 238 3 3 4 9 54 1

Total 14 492 16 106 1 465 20 4 24 3 25 3

Area 2
Callands 104 3 778 3 683 95 13 5 6 1 4

Chatham 105 5 486 5 248 238 3 3 7 9 12 7

Java 107 2 593 2 464 129 18 3 7 18 8

Dry Fork 109 2 342 2 244 98 14 3 4 30 0

Total 14 199 13 639 56 0 r8 26 6 16 8

Area 3

Laurel Grove 108 5 570 6 604 1 034 14 4 10 0 40 7

Mt Cross Brosville 110 4 691 5 672 981 13 7 8 6 40 4

Cascade illll 2 139 2 446 307 4 2 3 7 311

Total 12 400 14 722 2 3 22 32 3 22 3 40 6

Area 4
Westover 112 5 695 6 072 377 5 3 9 2 27 7

Mt Herman 113 4 403 5 705 1 662 23 2 8 6 713

Glenwood 114 5 673 7 088 1 415 19 7 10 7 92 4

Crestview 115 2 287 2 785 498 6 9 4 3 39 4

Tota 1 17 698 21 650 3 952 55T 32 8 48 3

Census tract numbers in parenthesis

County Total 58 789 66 147 7 179 12 5 100 0 33 5

Adjusting for 1986
52 271 57 812 5 541 10 6 85 3 25 9

Proposed Annexation

Source U S Census
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INVENTORY OF EXISTING CONDITIONS INTRODUCTION

The Inventory of Existing Conditions is the source of information from

which conclusions in the Analysis Section and the recommendations in

Development Policies were drawn The Inventory is an objective statement of

data relevant to community development i nthe County It contains no data

evaluation value judgements or conclusions The utilization of the

Inventory is best served by referring to it for the clarification or

elaboration of the conclusions reached in the Analysis and Development

Policies Sections In addition to its use in this study the Inventory will

be invaluable as a source document in future planning studies negotiations

and immunity and annexation proceedings

The Inventory contains information on the following components Physical

Characteristics Population Economy Finances Housing Transportation

Infrastructure and Community Facilities and Services The importance of the

above components is addressed in the introduction of each section
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LEGEND GEOLOGICAL FOR ATIONS

9 Greenstone volcanics
Basi clava flows tuff and sl ate commonl y al tered to chl ori te

bearing rocks and amygdaloidal in part

ghgn Granite and hornblende gneiss
Interlayered mica quartz feldspar gneiss and hornblende

feldspar mica gneiss

gr Granite
Biotite and
monzonite
and gneiss

muscovite granite granodiorite and quartz
Includes the Columbian granite and some mica schist

grgn Granite gneiss
Biotite and muscovite granite gneiss granodiorite gneiss

hgb Hornblende gabbro and gneiss
Talc amphibole chlorite schist chloritic hornblende gneiss and

some amphibolite chloritic diorite and hornblende diorite and

Kyanite schist and Kyanite quartzite

msch

pcly

pev

pzlw

PzpCst

TdfR

Metamorphosed sedimentary rocks
Includes metamorphosed sedimentary and inter layered igneous rocks

that overlie the Virginia Blue Ridge complex previously mapped as

Wi 5sahi ckon granite gnei 5S mp phyll ite msch sch j st and mg

gneiss and Kyanite schist and Kyanite quartzite

Lynchburg formation

Phyllite quartzite graywacke and conglomerate Includes an alum

phyll ite quartz muscovite phyll ite with chlorite and bi otite

metacrysts and Willis phyllite quarts muscovite chlorite

feldspar phyllite with garnet metacrysts

Virginia Blue Ridge Complex

Leatherwood granite
Biotite muscovite granite locally porphyritic

Shelton granite gneiss
Granite gneiss augen gneiss and mylonite

Newark group
Dry Fork Triassic
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GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY

Geological character and consideration for the slope of terrain are

important in determi ni ng the appropri ate type of devel opment By usi ng

information available from geologic surveys it is possible to identify
significant geological conditions

The Map of Geologic Formations shows that most of the County is underlaid

by precambrian crystalline rocks such as granite gneiss hornblende gabbro

and greenstone However there is one notable exception the triassic belt

an area of sedimentary rocks two to five miles jn width extending from the

North Carol ina boundary near Leaksville Junction to the Campbell County 1 ine

north of Ceder Forest

The precambrian rock formation is somewhat limiting to a good subsurface

water supply providing some of the poorest water production in the state

Actuall y water is found in fractured zones in the upper 1 evel s of the rock

resulting from faults or other subsurface structural movements and in contact

zones between the various rock strata Due to the extremely 1 imited supply of

water in the shattered rock formations heavy pumping often results in

dramatically fluctuating water levels

Topography is generally rolling Scattered hills and ridges which are

formed by hard rock that is not weathered rise in some cases several hundred

feet above the general level of the upland surface In varying degrees all

types of 1 and uses are affected by the slope factor and therefore the

1 ocations of acti vities are affected The sl ope factor wi 11 infl uence dens i ty

of development and 1 and use patterns by di recti ng growth into the 1 evel

rolling and perhaps hilly sections Those areas excluded from intensive

development for reasons of excessive slope should be used primarily for

forestry recreation and scenic areas
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h 55

3b 9 24 q 28 10 02 10 04 10 07 10 10 10 13 10 16 10 20 S 2 5 35 1 9 485 38b 1 33 2250 20 3 2809 2843 28493 1 OJ 01 10 0 10 10 10 13 10 15 10 18 0 21 10 25 10 30
t 28 10 10 10 1 5 10 1 q 10 22 10 25 10 28 10 31 11 04 11 09 M 0 1 11 08 188 354 432 402 274 08 11 1 1330
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FREEZE FREE PEFlIOD GROWING DEGREE UNITS FOR CORN
LL 36 7 17 b4 15 154 14 144 137 1 q

32 q8 lqO 184 17q 174 16q 164 158 150 C
t 28 2 213 08 203 lq8 1 q3 188 18 174 0 M 43 01 157 310 433 032 750 732 562 343 172 08 4347
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W 20 q3 83 75 2Gq 263 57 250 43 32 N 43 110 2 7 583 1070 1708 2404 31 3758 4107 4273 4347f 16 334 318 307 2qq 2q 83 75 266 253

I I PROBABILlTY OF OBSERVING A TEMPERATURE AS COLD OR COLDER LATER
NOTE FOR CORN THE BASE IS 50 AND THE DEGREE UNITS AREIN THE SPRING OR EARLIER IN THE FALL THAN THE INDICATED DATE
ADJUSTED FOR TEMPERATURES BELOW 50 AND ABOVE 80 00 INDICATES THAT THE PROBAB I L TY OF OCCURRENCE OF THRESHOLD
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMdSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL SATELLITE 8ATA AND INFORMATIUN SERVICE

NATIONAL CLIMATIC DATA CENTER

ASHEVILLE NC



TABLE NO 1
1983 CLIMATOLOGICAL DATA

CHATHAM VIRGINIA

TEMPERATURE

Average Record
Month High Low High Low

January 48 27 77 0
February 50 28 79 4
March 58 35 88 8
Apri 1 59 45 92 23
May 78 54 99 30
June 85 61 103 38
July 88 65 104 49
August 87 64 102 45
September 81 57 104 32
October 72 46 98 22
November 60 36 85 I 10
December 49 28 75 0

PRECIPITATION

Month Avera qe Snow

January 3 1 Trace
February 3 1 Trace
March 3 7 Trace
Apri 1 3 4
May 3 6
June 3 4
July 4 5

sugtist 4 3

September 4 2
October 2 9
November 3 0 Trace
December 3 4 Trace

Annual 42 6

nt of snowfall for 1983 was 1 ess than 1 inch accumulation

Source State ClimatologyOffice University of Virginia Charlottesville
Virginia March 1984

Note TheChatha weather station is locatedt o miles south of the Chatham
Post Office Elevation is 700 feet above mean sea level
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INVENTORY OF EXISTING CONDITIONS PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

Certain land because ofi ts 1 imi Ung physical characteristics can

directly and indirectly affect economic growth Therefore the phys ical

env ronrrtent plays an important rolei nshapi ng present and future land use

Characteristics of the phYsical env ironment such as climate geology
hydrology topography soil s mi nera 15 and air quality aredmportant factors

in the development of land Since intensive land useitendsto first consume

probl em free 1 and corsiderati on of the physical characteYJi sti cs ident fied

will assure wise land use and promote orderlyt growth in the County

CLIMATE

Pittsyl vania County s tempera ecl imate is duetoseveral combined

influences These influences are the County s mid latitude location westerly
winds warm moist air from the Atlantic Ocean and the pr otective topography
of the Blue Ridge Mountains to the northwest all combine to make a mild

climate Mild climate is a distinct advantage for industrial detelopment for

several reasons These reasons include 1 Warm temperatures fin the winter

reducesenergyconsumption 2 The ability to de1ive goods and services is

not hampered byc heavyc amouT ts of snowfall 3 Genera11 yconstant mil d

temperatures reduce 1 aborabsenteeism

The average temperature in January i s 400 F andi nJuly 770 F The

mean daily minimum n January is around 300 F The mean d ilymaximumin July
isaround 880 F Theannua 1 averagefor all types of prec pitati on i s 44

inches with snowfall amounting to 10 inches or less annually Table No 1

shows climatol ogi cal data that characterizes weather inthe area Due to the

gentl e slopes of the area rainfall is allowed time forsaturati on to become

groundwater and minimizes the amount of soil lost to erosion Gentle

terrain mil d temperate cl imate preci pitation and soil s of the area make the

County an important agricultural area
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TABLE 2

RATINGS OF SOILASSOCIATIONS IN PITTSYLVANIA COUNTY

ACCORDING TO UMlTATIONS FOR SELECTED USES

I
z

u
oQ 00

11

o

0
1 I

u

Z ZZ CJ u 2IIZ awu w 2 00 0 1 3 1 III iil 1

Uo 0
1 0 Oz w zo 0 ZO 9

u

a aw Q Z l0 J aa J z z l Z z

SOIL ASSOCIATIONS
WJ wa Jl lllj 0 t 00 j jj cW Sola

0 Q ua ot 0

AREA 1 8 2

1121 HIWASSEE 30 2 2 1 2 1 2 2 2 2 2

TURBEVILLE 15 2 2 1 2 1 1 1 1 2 1

WICKHAM 10 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 1

CONGAREE 10 3 3 3 3 I 3 3 3 2 2

OTHER SOILS BI 35

AREA 2 41 3

III CECIL 35 2 2 1 2 1 1 1 2

MADISOH 30 2 2 l 2 1 1 2

LLOYD 15 2 2 1 2 1 2

OTHER SOILS 181 20

1111 LLOYD 25 2 2 2 1 1 2 1

MECKLENBURG 20 3 2 2 2 2 I I I 1

DAVIDSON 15 1 I 1 2 1 1 1 2 1

OTHER SOILS 181 40

1131 APPLlNO 40 2 2 1 2 1 1 1 2 1

LOUIS8URG IAI 25 2 3 2 3 l 2 2 2 I 2

DURHAM 15 l l 1 l 1 1 1 1 2 1

CECIL 10 2 l 1 2 1 f 1 2

OTHER SOILS 10

AREA 3 31 11

71 ENON 25 3 2 2 2 2 I 1 3 3

APPUNG 25 2 2 1 2 1 1 1 l 2

WILKES IAI 20 3 3 I 3 3 3 2 2 3 2

OTHER SOILS 181 30

1141 MAYODAN 40 2 2 l 1 2 1

WADESBORO 35 2 2 2 1 2

OTHER SOILS IBI 25

AREA 8 11

1111 CREEDMOOR 35 3 2 2 2 I 3 3

MAYODAN 30 2 2 1 2 1 1 1 1 3

WHITE STORE 25 3 2 2 2 I 1 I 3

OTHER SOILS ISI 10

1101 EHOH 35 3 2 2 2 2 3 3 3

MECKLENBURG 25 3 2 2 2 2 3 3 3

IREDELL 20 3 2 2 2 2 3 3 3

OTHER SOILS 181 20

AREA 5 4 0

151 TATUM 35 2 2 1 2 1 2 1 1 2 1

NASON 25 2 2 1 2 1 2 1 1 2 1

MANTEO IAI 20 3 3 2 3 2 3 2 2 3 3

OTHER SOILS 181 20

lATlNG LEVELS

l LIlljJ SO LAmnm CHARACTERISTICS ARESlCH 1liATTlfERE ARE ESSENTIALLY NO L1MITATI1 TO USE

2 0D l T SOL ANDIOR SITE CHARACTERISTCS ARE SUCH THAT rHEY MPOSE LMITATIONS TO USE IHAT SHOULD BE RECOGNlZEDNO

EVALUAtED PR OR TO USE SUCH LM UlIONS CAN GENERALLY BE CORRECTED OR ODIFIED IIY DESIGN OR THROUGH INSTALLATION OF

PRACTICES DESIGNED TO OV RCOlolE THE UIoIITATlONS

3 lIl E SOIL AIID OR SITE CHARACTEmSTICS PRUENT UMITAOONS TO USE THAT ARE GENERALLY BOTH DIFFICULT AHD

EXPENSIVE TO OVERCOME A SEVERE RATING INDICATES THAT OTHER SITES FAVAILABLE SHOULD BE CONSIDERED fOR USE

SOIL ASSOClAnON A COMBINATION Of SOIL TYPESCOMMON TO A GEOGRAPHIC AREA THE PAnERNS Of PARTICULAR SOIL TYPES IN

H sociAfiiiNitAVE VARYING CHARACTERlsncs Of COLOR TEXTURE STRUCTURE CONSISTENCY DRAINAGE AND DEPTH WNICH

ARE NOT NECESSARILY AUJE

HOTES WRAnNGS OF SLOPES 01 2 TO 71e1CEHT FOR ALL SOILS EXCEPT LOUISBURG WILKES AND MANlEO CH ARE RATED ON

15 25 PERCENT SLOPES
IBI OtHER SOILS NOT RATED BECAUSE Of WIDE VARIATION IN CHARACTERISTICS

SOURCE UNllED STATES DEPARIMENT OF AGRICULTURe SOtL COSEItAllON SERVICE DWIGHT A1OWUJlDISTRICT COHSERIATIONIST

AY 3 1172
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of future development in Pittsylvania County The construction of public and

pri vate structu res in fl oodpl ai ns presents the potenti al loss of 1 ives and

property Furthermore as the floodplain is covered by development the

normal flow of water is retarded and the area susceptible to flooding is

enlarged The Map of Floodplain Locations delineate those floodplains in

PittsylvaniaCounty which are at least 200 feet in width Although developed
1 and presently exists in many of these fl oodpl ai ns additi ona 1 development
should be discouraged and steps taken to prevent it The Dan and Sandy Rivers

and Cherrystone Creek have experienced frequent flooding and therefore

should be noted as particularly hazardous areas

In 1980 the Federal Emergency Management Agency completed a Flood

Insurance Study for Pittsylvania County As part of this study Flood

Boundary and Floodway Maps were finalized for the County and made effective as

of the time at which the County adopted a Floodplain Ordinance The maps on

file with the County show flood insu ance zones and base flood elevation lines

for a 100 year flood The report and maps shoul d be consul ted before any 1 and

use or development change is made in acreage near a free flowing stream or

intermittent stream channel This report and mapping will aid a developer of

property in determining what locations on a parcel will be flood prone More

pertinently the map shows zones in which buildings are prohibited without

special structural designs

MINERALS

Economically pYoductive minerals in Pittsylvatlia County include

sandstone sand gravel crushed sandstone for road construction and concrete

aggregate The Map of Mineral Resources Location del ineate where these

minerals may be found in quantity and the locations of processing or quarrying
oDerations

The production of sand and gra el occurs in the following three areas of

the County three locations west of Danvil le on the Dan Ri ver south of U S

Route 58 two locations east of Danv lle one at the junction of Fall Creek

and Dan River and the other where Fall Creek meets little Fall Cr ek and

three locations on the Roanoke River in the vicinity of Hurt These quarries
have only local si9nifi cance to the area

I
s economy There is one crushed

stone quarry in Pittsylvania County White Oak Mountain Area which produces

I 34

Ii



There are also ume ous lakes and wate impoundme ts scatteied throughout
the Cou ty The t omost si gni fi ca a e the Smith Mountai and Leesy1ill e

Lake Reservoirs wh ch are hydroelect ic impoundments of 20 000 acres f and
lei I

2 400 ac es i es pectiyeli on theRoarok Stau toQ Ri er

Three tn jor watersheds ias sho hobtheMapii ofwatedhed Locati onsif a e

found tn the County These are th Sandy RiverWatershed west central

PHtsyl vani a count I Cherry sto e Creek waterrshed north central PittsyJ ani a

County and the SycamoreCieek Watershed northcentral Pi ttsyl yani a County
Each of these were identified in the West Piedrnont Planning DistriCt

Commi ssion IS Metropol itan Reqional Comprehensive Waterlfand Wastewater Disposal

Plan as a primary watershed area Thus Protection of the watersheds is

essential to the provision of an adequate future water supply Especially
noteworthy is the Cherrystone Watershed inWhich developmentds occurring
This development is now focused on the Chatharnarea but is expected to extend

north and south of the town in a linear pattern alongU S Route 29 Should
I

t water s pply in this w ate shed area become poll uted it would be

p ysically a d economically difficult for the County to develop anothel7

al
ternatewat rshed

Watersheds depend upon existing plantcover to catch and retain

prec pi tation Vegetati ve cover protects the soil from the direct impcict of

raindrops an keeps water surface lu off di spersed at a low velocity of

movement This enhances theabsorption of precipitation into the soil and

poro us roc k thus preventi ng soi1 erosi on

51 opes can di rect and shape 1 and rdevel opment because they infl uence the

diYection and rateofwaterrunoff affectthedegree of erosion lend var iety
to ithe landscape influence the specie of vegetation and wildlife affect the

formation of soils and affect the type andilexpense of urban development

Very steep slopes over 20 percent tend to c userap d water runoff

dUFingrai nfa11 with very little water being retainedby the soil This

runoff gradually erodes tthe soil layersu1tn shallow soils eventually
develop Shallow soils areusually uristabl e for foundat ions and have high
groundwater tables

The susceptibility of areas to frequent flooding during periods of heavy
or prolonged precipitation isan impo tantfactor in determi ingthe locations

I 33



County All of the ri vers streams and creeks descrl bed above are good
potenti al sources of water for the County to develop as industri al and

domestic water supplies Presently approximately l pe cent of the County s

population is served by central water systems The remainder of the County s

residents must rely on individual wells or small privately owned water

systems The County s groundwater isnormall y soft and of good chemical

quality In general the hardest and most mineralized water in the County
comes from well s that penetrate the sandstone and shale rocks west and

northwest of Danville

The United States Geological Survey mainfains four regular stream gaging
stations in the County The data collected from these stations indicates a

very high daily average discharge slightly above 1 0 cubic feet per second

per square mile of drainage area This is equal to approximately two thirds

of a millio n gallons per day per square mile of the County Minimum flow

measurements are made duri ng periods of base flow when stream flow is

primarily from groundwater storage Therefore the minimum flow of the

streams will provide an adequate supply to the Countyresi dents Table No 3

presents historic sample discharge for the data for the gaging stations

located intheCounty

TABLE NO 3

AVERAGE STREAM DISCHARGE PER UNIT
DRAINAGE AREA AT U S G S GAGING STATIONS

Million
Drainage Average Gallons

Gaging Records Area Average FlowfSq Per Day
Stream Stations Available Sq Mi c fs Mi cfs Sq Mi

Roanoke Altavista 1930 1981 1 789 1 796 1 003 0 65
Dan Danville 1934 1981 2 050 2 323 1 113 0 73
Pigg Toshes Near 1931 1962 394 400 1 015 0 65
Sandy Danvill e Near 1929 1981 112 106 0 946 0 61
Georges Gretna Near 1949 1981 9 2 9 53 1 036 0 67

Source United States Geological Survey 1983
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far southeast corner of the County This soil is suited fori ntens ive use as

cropland however urban and industrialde elopment has already taken upa

large porti onii orthi S areain Pittsylvani a County

Area2 whichipcl udes soil as oci ati ons 1 11 and 13 isthe 1 argest
area in the County cove7i ng al mosttheentbewes tern half of the northwest
aridsouthern uart rs Are 2 consists ofa Qide range ofd eplwell d ained

i t

highly productive soil sthat occur o broad smooth gentl roll ing hill s

Presently this area isprimarily detoted to general agrictJlture iwfththe
southern section being utilized for the intensive production of flue cured

tobacco

Area 3 which contains soil associations 7 and 14 is characterized by
deep mostlyw ell drai edsoil s these soils are found in the eastern part of

Pittsylvania County The soils are slightly Jess productive than the ones of

area two The most important limitation for this area s use is an erosion

hazard which is a result of the highlydissecfed topography

Area 4 which contains associations 9 and 10 have plastic i clay
subsoilis They occur onnearly level to moderately steep relief Orai nage is
slow in a majority of ithis area which resul ts inextremelyi wet conditions

Therefore the area is better suited for the production of grain arid forage
crops than for row crops

Area 5 whichconsists of soil association 6 is characterized by
moderatel ysteep to steep sl opeis Some o the soil sare shall owi n depth and

a great many are stoney Host of thi sareaisbest suited for forestry wi th

secondary benetJ ts being wil dli fe and recreati on These soilsi are located

along the northern border of PittsylVan ia County

HYDROLOGY

The Dan and Staunton Rivers Proyide an abu dance of surface water for the

County Numerous small streams that willprovi de additi onal withdrawal points
for val uabl esuppl iesof genera ysoftwater for future needs incl ude the

Pigg Banister Stinking and Sandy Rivers and Cherrystone El khorn

George s Straightstone Reed Sycamore andt hitehorn Creeks

The qual ity and avail ability oLwater in the County will be an important
factor in the futureeconomi c demographic andi ndustri al growth of the
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Soil Conservation Servlce groupe d fourteen associations into five major areas

which have been designated Agricultural Suitability Areas The location of

these areas is shown on the Map of Soil Types

Major cha acteristics of the areas are

Association 1

Associ ation 6

Association 7

Associ ation 9

Association lO

Cecil Madison Lloyd Mostly deep well drained

moderately permeabl e gently sloping to moderately steep
soils on dissected Piedmont uplands

Tatum Nason Manteo Deep to shallow well to excessi vel y

drained permeable gently sloping to steep soils on

dissected Piedmont uplands

Enon Appling Wilkes Deep to shallow well to excessively
drained moderately tosl owl y permeable gently sloping to

moderately steep soils on Piedmont uplands

Creedmoor Mayodan Whitestone Mostly deep to moderately
deep well to moderately well drained moderately to slowly
permeable gently sloping soils of Trias ic basin

Enon Mecklenburg Iredall Mostly deepto moderately deep
well to somewhat poorly drained sl owly permeabl e gently
sloping on Piedmont uplands

Lloyd Mecklenburg Davidson Appling loui sburg Durham

Cecil Mostly deep well drained gently sloping soils on

Piedmont uplands

Hiwasee Turbeville Wickham Congaree Deep well drained
soils on nearly level to sloping terraces and floodplains

Association 13 Appling Louisburg Durham Cecil ostly deep wel1

drained gently sloping on Pi edmontuplands

Association 11

Association 12

Associ ati on 14 Maybdan Wadesboro Deep well drained gentl y sl opi ng
soflsof the Triassic basin

The Agricultural Suitability Areas developed by the Soil Conservation

Service from a grouping of fourteen appropriate soil associ ati onshave been

grouped into five areas according totheirlimitations for selected uses The

five basic areas are defined as follows

Area 1 which contaJns only soil association twelve

predominantly of soils that are deep easily worked and have high

yieldingcapabil ities They occur on the nearly level to gently

terrain of the stream terrace along the Dan River and Staunton River

consi sts

moisture

sloping
and the

J 30
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In estimati ng the slope factor the County has been di vi ded into four

catego ies 0 8 percent average slope 9 16 p rcent 17 241 percent and 25

percent and over TIhedefi ni tions of these categor fes are asfoll ows

0 8 Percent Le el land laryd that is ot fl at to moderate slope aryd
easilydeyelopedfo rriani txpes of uses Periodic flooding anG poor
drafna ge may beassoClated i withthi s class

9 16 Percent Roll ing L a d land thati s suitable
concentration of esidentia commercial or irydustrial
requi i tig 1 arge 1 e el sites Devel oprrient of 1 a ge tracts of
for i tensivelandiJse may be costly Thisslopei class is well
pastune fo age crops foriest n andsand orchards

17 24 PerceDt Hilly Land Thisland fs suitable for residential uses
if planning for snte development includes corysideration of the

topognaphy Due to slope characteristics constluction of water and
sewer facilities are economical l unfeasible Illtensive agricultural
usage s often limited to pastu and o chards

for small
uses not

thi s 1 and
suited to

I

25 Percent and Over Steep Slopes Land that is sui tabl e for use in
outdoor rec eatio w ildlife habitat apd atershed consetvation It is
unsuitablefol any t pe of irytensi e deelopment or cultivation
Con ervationpractices should beenfotceai n these areas and a permanent
tre covershoul d be establfshedi fpossi bl e

The Map of Slopes show that the general pattern of slope dlstribution in

Pittsylvania County depicts mostly level to rolling land However major
concen tnati ons of hilly 1 and occur adjacent to teesvill e La ke and theStauntol1
River tothewest of Chatham and diagonally across theCounty from the North

Carolina line whe e the Dan River enters the County northeasterly to the

Halifax County line at Route 40 Several very steep slope conditions exist on

Smith Mountain and in a small area nOrthwest of Callands

SOIL CHARACTERISTICS

The identification and 10cationJof soil types is necessary in land use

pl anningi n order to facilitate the most a PPljoPr iate use of soilresources

The classification of soils was originally accomplished by the U S Soil

Conservation Service with agricultulal pu poses in mind Mdrerecently both

agricultural urban and suburban de elopmentapplicatio sof soils infoY ation

are being considered Table No 2 notes limitations for the various soil

associations To further analyze thesoi 1 characteristics of the County the
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dimensi on stone sand and rail road balHst Another operati ng stone quarry
lies just across the North Carolina State ine which can serve the south

county area

In the past mlnlng for barites has taken place in the northwest county
area west of Gretna An aggregate pit and processing plant has al so been

operated in the Leesville area in the southwestern part of the County

The most prominent mineral discovery in the County was announced in 1982

by the Marline Corporation A site was located in the County with reserves of

thirty million pounds of uranium of purportedly commercial grade The site is

on the triassic basin and located 6 1 miles northeast of Chatham The Project
to mine the site must have state approval and federal 1 icensing There I have

been continued delays by state officials and the legislature It cannot be

projected as to when a final decision to proceed toward licensing might be

made The company s planning includes both mining andmilling extraction of

the uranium from the ore material The yellowcake produced as a commercial

product woul d be us d in the manufacture of fuel rods for nuclear power

plants

AI R QUALITY

Air quality is important to land use planning and development
particula ly when anurbani zedarea containing substantial amounts of both

residential and ndustri l uses is being considered

Follow n the 1970 amendments to the Federal Clean Air Act the

Environmental Protection Agency establ ished ambient air qual ity standards for

a number of air poll utants The State Air Pollution Control Board administers

the air pollution control programs for the State of Virginia The Board has

pu6lished some test results on suspended particulates and sulphur dioxide
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TABLE NO 4

AI R QUALITY MEASUREMENT STANDARDS

Suspended Particulates

Primary standard Annual g omet17i c mean shoul d be no more than 75
microgr ams per liter of air

Sulphur Dioxides

Primary standard Annual arithmetic mean should be no more than 0 03
parts per mi llion

Source Vi rgi ni a State Ai r Po uti onContl7ol Board 1983

Historical data on air qualit inP1ttsyl ania County fol1ow s the three

month geometric mean of suspended parti cul atesi s recorded as 41 micrograms
per liter of air Comparing the recorded data to the standards indicates that

the County s air quality meets the standards set for both suspended
particulates as do the other counties and cities reflected on Table No 5

TABLE NO 5

SUSPENDED PARTICULATES

AnnualGeo etricMean ug m3

Station Date
Three Month

Geornetri c Mean

Danvil1e N Main Seminole
N Main Seminole
N Main Seminole
N Main Semirlole

9 83
3 82
6 82
978

9183
9 83
9 83
9 83
9 83
9 83

36
35
36
34 8 83

37 9 83
44
40
40
49
50

Pittsj lvania New Statipn
Henry tCounty Stanl extpwn
Franklin County Rockydbunt
Lynchburg Regulatory Laboratory
Martinsville Municipal Building
Roanoke Muni ci pal Building

Source Virginia Ambient Air Qual ity Data Repottt 1983
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Test results on sulfur dioxides are only available for industrialized
areas Consequently there are no reported resul ts for the County However

levels in the City of Danville are within standard gUldelines so it may be

assumed levels in the County are also

AGRICULTURE

The County is the 1 argest county in 1 and area in the state and is one of

the top agri cultural counti es Oller 50 percent of the County s land area is

considered to be used for active farming The County still leads the state in

the production of tobacco which is the County s leading money crop despite an

overall depressed tobacco industry

The number of tobacco farms has declined in recent years from 2 386 in

1976 to 1 395 in 1984 Much of this decline can be attributed to recent

Federal Government pproaches to restrict the supply of tobacco such as

through the tobacco allotment program which made it less viable for some

farmers to continue operating due to limits placed on the area s primary money

crop Accordingly the County should continue land use value taxation

programs to assist the farmi ng communi ty

The diversification of the County s agricultural sector has been the

major impact of recent federal legislation Overall the County s agriculture
outlook is good andshoul d continueto play an important rool e in the economic

future of the County Pdnci pal secondary usages are 1 ivestock production
and dairy products Truck farming is also popular due to the County s

proximity to urban centers Corn and wheat continue to be grown extensively
and soybean production has steadily increased during the past decade In

recognition that the County s agri business development nee ds more diversity
in the future broccoli peppers and other truck crops have been introduced

Though the number of farms decreased from 1978 to 198 the acreage per

farm increased substantially This indicates probable purchasing by some of

the 1 arger farmowners of the small farms of owners leaving the agricultural
sector The number of full and part time farm owners who operated farms

decl ined from 1978 to 1982 as di d the number of farm tenants

Farms that had sales volumes over 20 000 declined by 29 farms from 1978

to 1982 The number with sales volumes under 5 000 rose by 163 farms

j
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HO1 e er the overall Count yalue of p oducts sold did increase Sales rose

b 13 9 percent from 44 1 rilillionto 50 3 million Increases among field

crops andda fry products were parti clJlarl y respons i ble for the County s

excellent performance in this period Table No Sin this section presents

general agri cul tural data from 1978 through 1982 for the County
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TABLE NO 6

PITTSYLVANIA COUNTY
SELECTED DATA ON AGRICULTURE

1978 1982

land in Farms Acres
Percent of County Area in Farms

Number of Farms

Average Size of Farms Acres

Cropl and Acres
Pastureland Acres
Woodland on Farms Acres

Principal Sources of Farm Income1

Year 1978 Year 1982

330 285 332 202
51 0 51 3

2 126 2 025
155 154

130 686 136 832
17 107 15 176

156 367 158 441

Fi el d Crops
Li vestock
Dairy Products
Forest Products

Poultry and Poultry P oducts
Horticultural Speci lties Nursery Greenhouse
Vegetables Fruits and Nuts

36 746 000 40 760 000
5 121 000

2 598 000 4 147 000

215 000 291 000
94 000 230 000

44 146 000 50 262 000Value of All Farm Products Sold

Value of land and BuildinQs

Average per Farm

Average per Acre

Number of Farm Operators

130 391
611

190 175
772

Full Owners
Part Owners
Tenants

417
466
215

327
414
144

Number of Cornmerci a Farms by
Annual Sa esVolumeL

Under 5 000
5 000 to 19 999
20 000 and Over

611
826
639

824
591
610

Source 11982 Census of Agriculture
Notes Data for farms with annual sales of 2 500 and over

D Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual
fa rms
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Of particular importa ce to agribusiness is the ongoing County Soil

Study A detailed knowledg of soil capabn itx andadaptqbility is essential

for profitable crop management Farmers used iheinformati on in soil surveys

to produce agri cultural products Such knowl edge is al so essenti al in

deterl11irling the best luse ofland for non farm purposes The urban and

industrial user of land has learned that he can obtaineven greater benefiits
from the same surveys

FOREST RESOURCES

Of the 656 378facres of landin Pittsylvania County 400 638 acres or 51

percent of the total land area arecovered iincommercial forests

The ownership of commercial forestland is 1 avgel private The fovest
industry controls 52 334 aCtesofcommercial forest while 280 574acres are

owned by fanners and 65 257 acres are held by a multitude ofindi vidua 1

pri vateowners The County s major type of forest cover is Oa k Hi ckory whil e

Lobloll y Shortl eaf pine and El m Ash Coftonwood 17ank second and third

respectively Since approximately 41 percent of the forest land is in pole
size or seedling and sapling siz stands there is a good potential for an

expanding forest industryi n theCounty if proper forest management practices
are adhered to

Pi ttsyl vania County s forest industry isan important part of the 1 oca 1

economy The annual sawtimber cut in 1985 was 77 540 tholJsand board feet

The annual growth isexceeding saw timber cut for both pine and hardwood In

1985 fhe sawtimber growth exceeded cut by 495 957 thousand board feet

Soi 1 conservati on practi ces are extremel y important in Pittsyl vani a

County because the area is characteri zed by a highly erodi bl esoil structure

and an extensive surface drainage system upon the removal of the present

ground cover The substantial timberlands make a major contribution in

mini mi zi ng 1 asses of soi 1 and water re sourcesThus forest management
practi ces shoul d be adhered to by all fore stland owners

I 40



TABLE NO 7

PITTSYLVANIA COUNTY FORESTRY DATA

Forest Types

Lobl 011 y ShortleafPi ne

Oak GumCypress
Oak Pine
Oak Hickory
Elm Ash Cottonwood

Total

Stand Size Classes

Pole Sized Timber

Seedlings and Saplings
Sawtimber
Non Stocked

Total

Acres

102 520
3 812

19 062
252 367
22 877

400 638

Acres

167 693
73 122

142 971
16 852

400 638

Pole Size TimberLive trees of commercial species which are at least 5 0
inches in diameter at breast hei ght but sma 11 er than
sawtimber size

Live trees ofcommercial species which are less than1 0
inchesindi ameterat breast height that are expected to
survive according to regional standards

Seedl ings

Sa pl i nqs

Sawtimber

Live trees of commercial species which are 1 0 to 5 0
inchesin diameter at brea st he ght that are expected to
survive according to regional standards

Live tYjeesof commercial species which a e 9 0 inches and
1 arger n di arrieterat breast height for softwoods and 110
inches and larger in diameter for hardwoods and containing
atleastone12 foot saw log

Category and
Measlire Inventory

SAWTIMBER
thousand board feet
Pine
Hardwood

TOTAL

421 611
504 415

1 424 278

Annual
Growth

173 501
216 673

573 497

Annual
Harvest

Cut

18 155
28 156

77 540

Source 1985 Forest Resource Data Virginia Division of Forestry
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INVENTORY OF EXISTING CONDITIONS POPULATION

Pittsyl vani a County has grown by 12 5 percent between 1970 and 1980 and

this growth is not unlike many counties in the Commonwealth Most of the

glOwthicons istsof subur ban deyel opment in areas surroundi ngtransportati on

corridors and where utilities and other services are available The majority
of thedevelopment has occurled around the towns of Hurt Chatham and Gretna

as well as the area surrounding the City of Danville which is the area

Danvi1l e seeks for annexation Should the annexation proposed by the City of

Danville be granted the County s heaviest concentration of population wil be

lost This annexation includes Westover Bradley Road Glenwood the land

between Danville s southern border and North Carolina and accounts for

approximately 15 percent of the County s total population

In an ssessment of the impactaf Danville s annexation of County lands

loss of existing andpotenti al industri aldevel opment and the weakening of

both the Service Authority and the County s financialp sition will combine to

have a profound detrimental effect on the County 1 Areas to be annexed

comprise approximatel y 28 24 square mil es of county 1 nd an estimated 9 890

persons 1 652 pUblic school students in average daily memb ership and 232 4

million in local property tax assessables

HISTORICAL POPULATION TRENDS

Tabl e No 1 shows the population changes flom 1950 to 1980
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The table indicates significa9t fluctuation in the County s population
over the thirty year period rycludirygthe 12 5 percent increase from 1970 to

1980 The data indicates that fi 1950 to 1960 there was a decl ine in

population Much of the decline can be attributed to the City of Oanv UTe s

arynexati on of County 1 ands that took pl ace du iryg the period F romI960 to

1980 the County s popul ati onincreased 13 5 percent The fiefore iit took the

County twenty years to recover the 118 percent popul ati on 1 QSSi to rthe City of

DanviTlein 1951

The data i ndicates that some towns Gretna and Hurt in the north part of

the County have done very well in respect to population growth Chatham the

County seat has consistently lost population over theJ1asttwo decades The

census has in recent decennial periods measured the population of two Census

Designated Places COP s Westo er a d Gl erwood Gl enwood has shown

extraordinary growth between 1970 and 1980 We tover was only enumerated asa

CDP in 1980 but subdivision development should support an increasing
population growth in the area through the ext census

In Virginia counties and independent cities are separate geopolitical
areas During the decade from 1970 to 1980 growth rates for counties grew at

a noticeabl y faster rate than cities Tabl e No 2 shows that theirural

counties of the West Pi edmont Planning District gained population whiTe the

cities lost popul ation

Metropolitan Statistical Areas or MSA s are groups of counti es and

cities designated by the Office of Management and Budget Of the six total

MSA s in Virginia the Danville MSA grew the least
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TABLE NO 2

POPULATION GROWTH RATES

Locality

1970 1980

Average Annual
Rate of ChanQe

Pittsylvania County
Frankli n County
Patrick County
Henry County
Danville City
Marttnsvi 11 eCfty

Charlottesville SMSA
Richmond SMSA
Lynchburg SMSA
Roanoke SMSA
Norfolk Virgina Beach Portsmouth SMSA
Danvill e SMSA

12
2 4
14
13

0 2
0 8

2 4
1 4
1 3
1 0
0 9
0 6

Source Virginia Po ulation Projections 2000
Department of Planning and Budget Commonwealth
of Virginia

GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS

Although it is important to know the total populationiitis useful to

know what demographic changes have occurred among the age groupings The

following tableshows the characteristics of the population of Pittsyi vania

County by age and sex

The pre school age group changes have implications as to the current

needs for day care pediatric clinic care and future needs for elementary
school space The school age grouping changes have an impact on the current

need for school space young adult recreation need for future job placement
and resident labor force size and other factors The large age bracket 15 59

years old is set to show the changes taking place in current labor force

needs for adult recreation and relative size of the consumer demand market in

the County The pre retirement group 60 to 64 years 01 d is set forth to show

the potenti al size of demand for servi ces for the el derly in the near term

future Finally the 65 years old and older bracket is set to show the

current demand level for senior services of all types These types include

social medical and recreational services
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HIGH SCHOOL WORKING AGE 15 YEARS TO 59 YEARS OLD
BY RACE SEX

1970 1980

All Races White Black

Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female

1970 33 643 16 576 17 076 23 230 11 470 11 760 10 398 5 097 5 301
1980 40 892 20 130 20 130 28 130 14 254 14 416 12 086 5 841 6 239

Percent Change 215 214 216 23 7 24 3 23 1 16 2 14 7 17 7

PRE RETIREMENT AGE 60 YEARS TO 64 YEARS OLD
BY RACE SEX

1910 1980

fo All Races Wh ite Bl ad
co

Total Mal e Female Total Male Female Total Male Female

1970 2 330 1 123 1 207 1 817 878 939 511 244 267

1980 3 094 1 399 1 695 2 358 1 072 1 286 732 326 406

Percent Change 32 8 24 6 40 4 29 8 22 1 31 0 43 2 33 6 52 1



U

RETIRED ELDERLY 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER
BY RACE SEX

1970 1980

All Races White Black

Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female

1970 5 059 2 284 2 775 3 917 1 751 2 166 1 137 530 607
1980 7 138 3 145 3 993 5 558 2 409 3 149 1 578 736 842
Percent Change 41 1 37 7 43 9 419 37 6 45 4 38 8 38 9 38 7

Source 1980 U S Census



The pre school population of the county declined by 10 6 percent with

large declines in the black population and only small increases for the white

population Since the data was for 1980 it is expected that effects are

already being noticed in elementary school enrollments

The school age population declined by 17 3 percent Both black and white

groups declined although blacks declined at a higher rate The data should be

consistent with noticeable declines in classroom enrollments in certain

schools in the county and utilization of youth recreation programs

The hi gh school through worki ng age group increased by 215 percent
This group contains the baby boom generation and grew as a result of this

population bul e and parallels the national trends in population changes The

growth in this group will be responsible for a continuing demand for jobs
utility services recreation services and services from the retail comrnercial

sector for some decades to come

Theprereti rement and retired elderly groups grew at 32 8 and 411

percent respectively Their growth should be a predictor of increasing needs

forseni or servi ces medical services and special transportati on services now

and n the future It is also recognized that the 15 to 59 year old otip Ts

quite large and significant portions of it as of 1980 will be moving into

the pre retirement and retired age groups in the next two decades

The decl ines and growth in the various age groups above have certai n

implications for planning the county s future Specific areas of concern

are capital facility improvements and expansions social services public
services recreational programs infrastructure management and other utility
type services Based on the census data the age group trends indi cate that

there will potentially be a continuing demand for the following services for

the next several decades if the trends continue

sewer waterand refuse collection services as new households formed
seek new housing

recreational activities and their facilities for adults with
parti cular emphasison el derl y and reti red persons

senio services o id the elderly population

job training and placement serv ices for the large adult population of
the countyand potenti ally for a portion of the pre reti rement and
reti red age groups depending on 1 abor market demands and the group s

willingness t take jobs offered
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There are certain areas of services and thei acilities that may

experieryce a lefeling off in demand over the next few ea7 s these are

school programsand new facil ities for children and outh

day ca e services assumi ng the exi sting demand le e s a e bei g met
andthclt lithe icou t

l is rot iry a catchup positio ijiwhere itis sti 11
tryi ngto meet currentl y unmet demands

recr eational servJces fo youth and childrenwith Hie same caveat as

noted above for day care

The previ ousl y menti oned assessments must be cons i dered based on trends

that do not include large scale ill migration 01 out migration of families

Currently the trend for thecounty s oVerall population is one in which the

populationis growing order like the nation as a whole Thismealls reducing
demand 1 evels for some types of servi ces and capital facil ities while

increasing demand levels for other types of services and facilities There

also may be expeCted to be some shifts in service demands geographically

ar9und thecounty

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS

The racial character of the County s population is displayed on Table No

4 below

TABLE NO 4

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS
1970 1980

Percent Per cent of Percent of
1970 1980 Chanqe 1970 Total 1980 Total

Total 58 789 66 147 12 5
Whi te 38 943 46 052 18 3 66 2 69 6
Black 19 823 19 988 0 8 33 7 30 2
Indians 12 25 108 3 0 02 0 04
Asians 11 82 645 5 0 02 0 1

Source 1980 U S Census
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The white population growth at 18 3 percent was most responsible for the

12 5 percent total increase in population The white population moved from a

66 2 percent share of the population in 1970 to 69 6 percent share of the

total population in 1980 The black population grew very little increasing

only 0 8 percent from 1970 to 1980 The black group s share of the population

actually fell from 33 7 percent to 30 2 percent Other minorities grew

substantially in terms of percentage although in actual numbers their growth

was relatively small compared to the black and white population American

Indians and others of similar racial character grew by 108 3 percent while

Asians and others of similar racial character grew by 645 5 percent In total

Indians and Asians account for less than 0 2 percent of the County population

HOUSEHOLD CHARACTERISTICS

There were 22 147 households in Pittsylvania County in 1980 and this

represents ani ncrease of 33 6 percent from 1970 Tabl e No 5 includes the

numbers of persons in household group quarters and in non family households
I

TABLE NO 5

PERSONS IN HOUSEHOLDS
1970 1980

Percent Change Numeri cal

1970 1980 1970 1980 ChanQe

Persons in Household 58 789 66 147 12 5 7 358

family Households 56 464 62 020 9 8 5 556

Male Head of Household 13 241 15 909 20 1 2 668

Female Head of Household 1 486 2 565 72 6 1 079

Spouse of Head of Household 12 674 15 379 213 2 705

Children of Head of Household 23 956 22 974 4 1 982

Other Relativesof Head of
Household 4 539 4 356 4 0 183

Non relatives 568 837 47 4 269

Non Family Households
Householder Male 711 1 534 115 8 823

Householder Femal e 1 144 2 207 92 9 1 063

Persons in Group Quarters 470 386 17 9 84 0

Persons in Households 3 55 2 99 15 8 0 56

Number of Householders 16 582 22 147 33 6 5 565

Source 1980 U S Census
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The tabl e shows that whil e the popul ati on of the County glewonly 12 5

percent the 33 6 percent growth in the number of households attua11y caused a

decline in the population per householdfloffi 3 55 persons to 2 99 pelsons a

15 8 percent decline The number of households is incleasing at a faster rate

thanthepopul ation because the trend is toward smaller average househol d

sizes The trend is expected to continue and can be attributed to 1 a

detliningbirthrate 2 increases in the number of single person households

and 3 a higher rate of independent household formations among the elderly
These attri buteswi11 have implications on the future pl anSi for certaim

services and facilities in the County

FAMILIES

Family statistics fro the censuS of 1970 and 1980 are given on able Nd

6 Family Types A family in the census definition consists ofa

householder arid one or more additional persons living inthei same household

who are relate9 to the householder by birth marriage or adoption The tablie
also indicatesimarried couple families and families headed by a female with

no husband present The category of families headed by a male no wife

present occurs much 1 ess frequent y and was not included as a speci tic
tabulation in the census reports

Thetabl e of family data indf cates therel ati ve numbers and percent

growth in the most prevalent types of families ltis pertinent to the

county sfuture growth n popul ation and incerta n demands for servicesthat

the numbers and growthi nchil drenbe noted
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TABLE NO 6

FAMILY TYPES
BY PRESENCE OF OWN CHILDREN

1970 1980

Female Householder No Husband Present
With Own Children Under 18 Years
With Own Children Under 6 Years

Percent Change
1970 1980 1970 1980

14 885 18 474 24 1
8 167 9 174 12 3
3 626 3 672 1 3

13 043 15 655 20 0
7 432 7 814 5 1
3 477 3 214 7 6

1 486 2 190 47A
660 1 144 73 3
214 376 75 7

3 75 3 20 14 7

Total Number of Families
With OwnChi1 dren Under 18 Years
With Own Chil dren Under 6 Years

Married Couple Families
With Own Children Under 18 Years
With Own Chi 1 dren Under 6 Years

Persons Per Family
i

Source 1980U S Census

The number of famil ies of all types increased 24 1 percent over the ten

year period from 1970 to 1980 The number of married couple famil ies al so
increased Most dramatic was the increase in families headed by females with

no husband presenti This latter situation mirrors the high rates of divorce

and separations in the county and elsewhere around the nation

Children under 6 years of age in married couple families actually
declined and chfldren under 18 years of age in these families had a moderate

increase Children under 6 years old and under 18 years old in the female

headed families increased greatly on a percentage basis

Overall children under 18 years of age grew at about the rate of

population increase for the county 12 3 percent versus 12 5 percent

However children under 6 years of age grew at only 13 percent for all

families It can be assumed that the rend of leveling out for the numbers of

young children could continue unless substantial in migration of young

famil ies to the county occurs Thi s trend shoul d al ready be fel tin school

enrollments
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CHANGES IN MARITAL STATUS

The observable trends in marital status areimpo tant to planning because

they can affect the long term natural increase in population levels forthe

county For example a largenulberof divorces and separationsccimbined with

a large population of singl es never married couldsi gnal al ower bi rthrrate

fora period of time and affect future population levels Also increasing
numbers of widows usually signals a n aging population a rid a ryegative potential
for future popul ati on i ncr eases Tabl e No 7 shows thechangesi n the mal1tal
status for the county s population 1970 to 1980

The statistics indicate that the number of married persons increased

substantially In actual numbers they were more than double the number of

persons separated and di vorced Assumi ng that these marri ed persons el ectto

have children and a substantial portion oDthe single marry during the 1980 to

1990 decade and also have children it can be expected that the 1990 census

should show a substantial population increase attfi butabl e to natural

increase This can in turn create some moderate increased demands for

services oriented tOWard children that leveled off in the 1980 s

The Pelce ntage iitlcrease in strpatated a nddiVorcedPet Sdrls vtaS cj uite hi gh
at 86 8 percent and 158 0 percent respectively The effects on future

popul ati n cannot be known since it cannot beaccuratel ypredi cted as to how

many of these persons wi11 remarry and have children Relative to the

county s total popul ati on over 14 years 01 d sepa rated and di vorced persons

only accounted for 1 percent in 1980 The most obvious impact separated and

divorced persons have on the county ison the housing market

The percentage increase of widowed persons from 1970 to 1980 was

substantial and may be expected to increase as the baby boom generation gets
older Obviously the largest increase in the group was among females since

males tend to die at an earlier age leaving a greater percentage of females in

the widowed category
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TABLE NO 7

MARITAL STATUS FOR
PERSONS 14 YEARS OLO AND OVER

1970 1980

1970
1980
Percent Change
Number Change

Sinqle

10 725
11 842

10 4
1 117

Married
Marri ed

Now Separated

27 717
31 825

14 8
4 108

882
1 648
86 8

766

ivorced Widows

760 3 146
1 961 3 848
158 0 22 3
1 201 702

MARITAL STATUS BY SEX
PERSONS 14 YEARS OLD AND OVER

1970 1980
Ul
01

Sinqle Married Now Separated Divorced Widows

Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female

1970 5 901 4 824 13 776 13 941 398 484 368 392 595 2 551
1980 6 465 5 377 15 904 15 921 781 867 881 1 080 643 3 205
Percent Change 9 6 11 5 15 4 14 2 96 2 79 1 139 4 175 5 8 1 25 6

Source 1980 U S Census



INCOME CHARACTERISTICS

Table No 8 shows that the county s populatiory has made considerable
I

progl7ess in terms of family income The number of families in the lower

i ncome brackets have decreased by over 45 percent whi le ryumbers offamil ies in

hi gher bracket s 15 OOO 24 99 Uind 25 000L 4 999 have increased

dramatically by 1674 percent and 2 834 percent respectively

The median family incomes increased 139 5 percent compared to 121 7

percent for theVir gilnia statewide median family incorne It should be

recognized however that in 19701 the county s medianfamilyincome was only
74 percent of the state s median family income Thus the county needed a

1 argeri ncrease to catch up to the stateJ evel of median family income After

the 139 5 percent increase the county s median family income stood at 79 9

percent of the comparable statefi gure Thus the county will need another

large increase in family incomes throughout the 1980ls in order to approach
the statewide median family income standard by the 1990 census

On amore positive side the numbe offamili s and persons in the county
with incomesbel ow thepoverty 1 e elfell from 1970 to 1980 Famil iesbelow

the poverty level dropped by2S 1 percent and persons bel olthe Pdverty l evel

dropped by 32 5 percent This is important since it should mean that the

wel fareofrlicountyfamilies and persons is improvJng and that more pensonsare

in a position to consume mor e of the various 1 ocal commercial goods and

servi ces offered whi ch is good for the local economy More people shoul d al so

be in a better position to share in the costs of services provided through
government and other sources

The black population made strides in income improvements over the 1970 to

1980 period On a percentage basis the black populationmoved into the

higher income brackets at a rate as high or higher tha the white

population In addition theperc ntage reduction in families and persons

below the poverty 1 evel was hi gherfor bl acks than for whites Median family
income statistics show that black incomes were lower than the comparable
county figures in both 1970 and 1980 Slack median family income was 73 3

percent of the countywi defi gure in 1970 but improved to 80 1 percent in

1980 The county sbl ad median family income was 85 4 percent of state bl ack

median family income in 1970 By 1980 the income figure was 96 9 percent

indi cati ng that blacks inthecounty made more income progress than blacks

across the Commonwealth in general
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INVENTORY OF EXISTING CONDITIONS ECONOMY

A revew of

have and wi 11

Factors such

avai1abilitof

market a re all

economy

economic changes is useful in understanding the factors that

inf1 uence 1 and use and general development in the County
as popu1 ation trends 1 and development pressures the

funding for community facil ities and the state of the hous i ng

heavily influenced by the structure and health of the local

RI GHT TO WORK

Virginia is one of twent states governed by Ri ght to Work statutes

This lawprohibits a c10sed shofl where employers mu t hire only members of the

contract ing union and the union shop where all employees must be members of

the union asa condition of employment In addition the Virginia statutes

prohibit the use of force violence or intimidation to attempt to induce any

employer to refrain from seeking employment The 1Virginia Rig ht to Work law

continues to play an important part in shaping employment practices in

Pittsy1vania County

LABOR FORCE AND UNEMPLOYMENT DATA

Employment statistics are used to indicate therstrength of the economJ1
Total employment includes nonagricultural wage and salary workers se1f

employed and unpaid family workers domestics agricu1tura1 workers and

workers on strike Table No1 shows the strengths of the local economy with

respect to total employment and provides a breakdown of 1985 and 1982

information about the County and offers a compari son with data gathered some

ten years earlier
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TABLE NO 1

EMPlOYMENT DATA
PITTSYLVANIACO NTY VIRGI N IA

Population
Labor Force 0

Labor Force as a Percentageof Total Population
Perc nt f Labor Fo ce Unemployed
Nu ber of Persons UQemplo ed

Employment by Place of Residence

EmploYment by Pl ace of Work
Basi cImpl oyrnent b Place of Work
Non ba1sic Impl oyment b Pl ace of Work
Ratio of Basic to Non Basic Emplo ent

July
1977 1982 1985

65 300 66 100 66 600
27 650 33 334 33 225

421 50 50
6 8 11 8 10 1

1 892 3 935 3 444
25 758 29 399 2Q 781
12 631 13 895 13 952

7 285 7 629 8 088
759 1 269 808

9 59 6 01 10 01

Source Virginia Employment Commission

Unemployment data includes the years from 1974 to July iof 1985 Table

No 2 shows the average annual unemployment rate and compar it to Danville

and Virginia

TABLE NO 2

AVERAGE ANNUAL UNEMPLOYMENT RATE

Pi ttsyl vani a

County Danville Virqinia

1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985 through July

4 7
8 4
6 8
6 2
6 2
6 1
7 8

118
8 4
7 9

10 3

5 9
10 5
8 5
7 8
9 0
13 9
9 2

11 4

9 0
8 0
9 1

4 5
6 4
5 9
5 3
5 4
5 0
6 1
7 7

6 1
4 9
5 3

Source Virginia Employment Commmission

I 60



GRAPH
UNEMPLOYMENT RATES

PITTSYLVANIA COUNTY AND DANVILlE

12

I
Z
w

E

o
J
c

E
w
Z
J

JL
o
UJ

CJ

Z
w
u
a
w
c

I

I

1
I

I

DANVILLE If
tA It

j I j I J
It f
t PITtS ANIA

J
I I

1 j
I
I 1
1 1
I 1

I
V

I
I
I

1

4

VIRG IN IA

I

1 97 4 19 75 1976 1977 1978 1979
YEAA

80 1981 1982 1983 1984

SOURCE VIRGINIA EM PLOVMENT COMMISSION



This unemployment data shows that in every period the County and the

state moved in the same direction It can also be said that unemployment in

the County is consistently higher than the state average

ECONOMIC BASE ANALYSIS

There are two categories of economic actiyity within an economic

system basic and supporting The basic sector consists ofindustries which

sell most of their goods and services outside the area while the

supporting sector consists of industries which market he bulk of their goods
I

and services within the area The basic sector generates income from outside

the area and provides the principal stimulus for future economic growth The

economic activities that comprise the basic sector include manufacturing and

agricul ture because most manufactured and agri cul tural products are exported
beyond the area

From 1977 to 1982 a decline in the ratio of basic to non basic

employment indicates the advent of a slowing down in the manufacturing and

agricultural sectors The ratio increased from 1982 to 1985 indicating
growth in the industrial sector of the economy

The County is also an exporter or supplier of labor to the metropolitan
area economy sincethe number of employed residents is greater than the number

of employed workers inthe County For example there were 29 276 residents

empl oyedand on113 952 worked in the County in
Julyof 1985

POVERTY LEVELS

The Bureau of the Census tests the family income against an annually

adjusted poverty threshold set for the nation The 1979 figure for the

threshold used in the 1980 census was 7 412 The threshold is annually
adjusted for cost of living using the Consumer Price Index CPI However no

attempt is made to account for regional state or local variations in the

cost of living
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TABLE NO 3

POPULATION BELOW POVERTY LEVEL
NUMBER OF PERSONSAFAMIUES

1970 a980

FAMILIES

1970 1980

2 204
1 258

128 974

PERSONS

Pittsyl vani a County
Danvi 11 e

Virginia

14 679
7 206

690 515

9 908
6 156

611 310

2 968
1 456

143 005

Source 1980 U S Census

In 1970 the County had 14 679 persons arid 2 968 families that were below

the poverty level usedi n the census By 1980 there were 9 908 persons and

2 204 families below the poverty level This indicates that the number of

personsland famll iesbelow thepove ty lever declined by 32 5 percent and 25 7

pe cent respectively rhe percentage reduction in persons and families below

the poverty 1 evel across Vi rgini a and intheCity of Danvi 11 ewas much 1 ess

over the same period

TABLE NO 4

POPULATION BELOW POVERTY LEVEL
PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL PERSONS FAMILIES

Pi ttsyTvania County
Danville
Virginia

PERSONS FAMILIES

1970 1980 1970 1980

25 2 15 1 19 9 119
16 0 13 8 118 9 9
14 9 11 4 12 3 9 2

Source 1980 U S Census

Tabl e No 4 shows the percentage of fami 1 ies and persons in the County
Danville and the State that fell below the poverty level The figures are

derived by taki ng the number of persons and families below the poverty 1 evel
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as a percentage of the area s total The County had a substantial portion of

both persons and families that were below the poverty level in 1970 in

comparison to Danvill e and the State By 1980 the gap narrowed between the

County percent of population below the poverty level and that of Danvilleand

the State Fi fteen percent of the County popul ati on below the poverty level

is an obvious reason for concern and hard work toward economic development

The progress made between 1970 and 1980 shoul d provide encouragement toward

future County economic development

TABLE NO 5

EMPLO MENT BY OCCUPATION
1980

Persons 16 Years of Age and Over

Pittsyl v ania
County

Campbell
County State

Number Percent Number Percent Percent

Manage i Pl701fessional 3 031 10 2 3 486 16 6 24 8

Technical Sales Admi ni strative 5 900 19 9 5 626 26 8 30 0

Service Occupations 2 886 9 7 1 927 9 2 12 2

Farming Foresty Fishing 1 722 5 8 591 2 8 2 4

Precision Production Crafts 4 283 14 6 3 400 16 3 12 9

Operations Fabricators
laborers 11 790 39 8 5 930 28 3 17 7

TOTAL 29 612 20 960

Source 1980 u S Census

A list of jobs in the County by occupation ilS presented in Table No

5 In 1980 there were 29 612 persons employed in the County Almost 40

percent of these people were in the fabrication operations and laborer

occupations

A compari son of employment with Campbell County reveal s that the County

is more dependent on manufacturing asa source of employment than Campbell
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County and the State The potential labor suppl y shoul dseem to support
industrial expansion in the County An examination dfTable No 6reveal s the

degreei of econami cu interdependence between the urban areas and the lcount
The abi li ty of a town on county to attract and hol dworkersis an i rldicati on

of i ts econOmie stabi lity and gribwthpotent faT

TABLE NO 6

ESTIMATED POTENTIAL LABOR SUPPLy3
MARCH 1986

Locale Tota 1

Chatham 4 970
Male 2 320
Female 2 650

Gretna 2 750
Male 1 250
Female 1 500

Hurt 3 490
Male 1t54O
Female 1 950

Outsi de
Labor
Force Unemployed

Annual
New

Entrants

Tota 1

Popul ati n

of Area

200 3 370
1 510
1 860

1 920
870

1 050

2 110
950

1 160

1 400
810
590

660
380
280

1 010
590
420

123 6001

170 64 400

370 85 300

Does not include North Carolina
1984 Estimate

3 lncludes 20 mile radius

Source Virginia Division of Industrial Development March 1986

The definitions of terms used in Table 6 are as follows

Outsi de Labor Force The number of women between the ages of 25 and 44

who are not currently in the labor force but could be drawn into it provided
the right job opportunity existed Women ages 18 to 21 are included in Annual

New Entrants Those 22 and 24 years old are generally not considered as

potential because of family obligations

Unemployed All persons 16 years of ago or older who are currently
available for work and actively seeking a job providing they are not persons
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with a jOb but not at work e g on strike ill on vacation etc Also

included are persons waiting to start a new job within 30 days or awaiting

recall from layoff

Annual New Entrants The total number of young men ages 1ato 25 a nd

women ages 18 to 21 who wi 11 enter the 1 abor force duri ng the next 12 months

and seek employment

EDUCATIONAL CHARACTERISTICS

The County School System pro ides an educati on that prepares the young

people of the County to become pYoductive members of society Job

preparedness through education takes place through the mastery of basic skills

in re ding writing math social studie and other discipline The

educational program is designed to instill values that enrich life This

philosophy is a guide to improve the tbtal ducational program From 1970 to

1980 themedi n years of sch601 completed increased 17 percent from a median

of 8 6 to media of 10 1 This increase in the median is evident throughout

the state and nd cates that more students are conti nui ng theireducati on at

the college level

TABLE NO 7

MEDIAN YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED

Persons 25 Years of Age Over

Pittsylvania County
HeriryCounty
Fr rik lin County
Bedfortd County
Campbell County
Halifax County
Virginia

1970

8 6
9 9
8 5
9 0

10 8
8 7

11 7

1980

10 1
10 9
112
12 0
12 0
10 2
12 4

Percent
ChanQe

17
10
32
33
10
17

6

Source U S Census of Population 1970 and 1980

I 65

iii



INDUSTRY

Employment statistics are used in this section to indicate the strength
of the county economy in certain areas Table No 8 shows the strengths of

the local eco omyiinrespectiijtomantlfactur ing industries It is important to
1

note that the r14 i204 persons wi th manufacturing employment n 1980 repr esented

48 percent of the labor force inthe Cou y Statewide the percentage of

persons in the 1 ahor forcer i nvol vedi n manufaCturi n9 is only 19 percent

Table No 9 shows that the major employment a eas bX product cl ass are

textiles furniture lumber and wood p oducts printingi publishing and

all ied products metal sand fabri catedmetal products Other non durable

goods and other du able goods are also majo categorries Over 68 percent of

the manufacturing laborforcei s i nvol yed 1n the textile and the furniture

1 umber and wood products manufacturing areas The City of Danville has a

similar concentration The concentration of workers in a few areas would

indi cate that the County employment base may be sensiti ve to upsets caused by
recession and in particulars to foreign competition in the manufacture of
textile products

The manufacturing employment sectors with the greatest growth rates from

1970 to 1980 were food andkind red products at 111 percent machinery at 121

percent chemical sand al li ed products at 85 percent These areas were among

the smallest in 1970 employment A trend toward some diversification in

employment for county workers may be establ i shed based on the census

stati sti cs The percentage of persons employed in textil es and wood products
related industries did decline from 1970 to 1980 This may also tend to

confi rm a move toward more di versi fi cation whi ch ma be more hel pful to the

county 1 abor economy in the future Every category of employment in non

durable and durable goods manufacturing areas increased its share of

manufacturi ng employment except the two categoriJes menti oned and two

additional categories electrical machinery and transportation equipment
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Total Manufacturing Employment

Non Durable Goods

Food Kindred Products
Textile Mill Finished Products

Printing Publishing Allied Products
Chemicals Allied Products
Other Non Durable GoodsCl

Durable Goods

Furniture lumber Wood Products
Metals Fabricated Metals

Machinery except electrical
Electrical Machinery Equipment

Supplies
Transportation Equipment
Other Durable Goods

Source 1970 and 1980 U S Census

B60B 2C Tl

TABLE NO 8

MANUFACTURING EMPLOYMENT
1970 1980

PITTSYlVANIA COUNTY

1970 1970
Percent Percent

1970 of Total 1980 of Total

10 958 100 0 14 204 100 0

7 566 69 0 9 777 68 8

138 1 3 292 2 7
5 882 537 7 190 50 6

291 2 7 389 3 5
107 1 0 198 14

1 148 10 5 1 708 15 6

3 392 31 0 4 427 31 2

1 967 1B 0 2 517 17 7
329 3 0 514 3 6
87 0 8 193 14

394 3 6 291 2 0
240 2 2 280 2 0
375 3 4 632 4 4

Percent
Chanqe

29 6

29 2

111 6
22 2
33 7
85 0
48 8

30 5

28 0
56 2

121 8

26 1
16 7
68 5



Sic
Code

21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
32
33

Sic
Code

20
21
22
23
24
27
30
32
36

TABLE NO 9

MAJOR EMPLOYMENT AREAS BY PRODUCT CLASS

PITTSYUYANIA COUNTt DANVILLE
CAMPBELL COUNT ANDL NCHBURG

HALIiFAX COUNTY AND HENRY COUNTY

Pittsylvania County

Type of Industry
i
Number
offi rms

Tobacco Manufacturing
Textile Mill Prod cts

Apparel
Lumber Wood Products
Furniture Fixtures

Paper A11 i edPljoducts
Printing Publishing
Chemical Allied Products
Stone Clay Glass Concrete

Primary Metals

1
5
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

14

Danvi 11 e

Type of Industry

Food Kindred Products
Tobacco Manufacturing
Textil e Mill Products

Apparel
Lumber Wood Products

Printing Publishing
Rubber Plastics
Stone Cl ay Glass Concrete
Electrical Machinery

N um ber
of fi rms

1
2
1
3
2
1
1
4
1

16

I 68

Approximate
Employment

450
2 750

200
75
75

200
200
75

200
200

4 425

Approximate
Employment

75
1 400
1 200
1 075

275
200

1 200
1 525

450

7 400



Sic
Code

22
23
27
28
29
32
33
34
36
37

Sic
Code

20
23
24
26
27
28
30
31
34
35
36

Sic
Code

22
24
30
36

Campbell County

Type of Industry

Textile Mill Products
Apparel
Printing Publishing
Chemical Allied Products
Pet oleum Related Products
Stone Clay Glass Concrete
Pr imary Metal s

Fab icated Metals

Electrtca1Machinery
Transportation Equipment

Lynchburg

T pe of Industry

Food Kindred Products
Apparel
Lumber Wood Products
Pape All ied Products
Print ng Publi hing
Chemicals Allied Products
Rubber Plastics
Leather Products
Fabricated Metals

Machinery
E1ettrical Machinery

Halifax County

Type of Industry

Textile Mill Products
Lumber Wood Products
Rubber Plastics
Electrical Products
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Number
of firms

2
2
1
3
1
1
1
1
1
1

14

Number
of firms

4
8
4
2
3
2
5
1
4
6
6

Approximate
Emplo yment

1 400
275

75
1 475

450
75

1 200
75

450
450

5 925

Approximate
Employment

i 1 175
2 225
1 050

650
1 075

900
500

1 200
1 175

825
3 450

46 15 475

Number
of fi rms

2
2
1
2

7

Approximate
Employment

1 500
300
250

1 100

3 150



Sic
Code

t r

22
23
24
25
26
27
30
35
36

I

Henry County

Type of Industry

Textile Mill Products

Appa rel
Lumber Wood Products
Furniture Fixtures

Paper IrAl1 i ed Products
Printing Publishing
Rubber Plastics
Machinery
Electrical Products

Number
of fi rms

ApP170ximate
Employment

3
2
4
3
1
1
2
1
1

5 800
1 300

950
5 200

75
75

550
600
100

18 14 650

Source Industrial Directory 1986 1987

LOCATION OF INDUSTRY

The County s industry is general1 y centered af four poi nts Thi s does

notjncl ude industry locatios with n the CitY of Danvi l1 e where many county

residents work The primary industry locatio s are Chatham GretnJ Hurt

including the town areas arldsurrourldi ng areasnearrby and the industrial

sites and industri alparks thatlie near Danville at the south end of the

County

There are approximately 110 firms employing over 22 000 people in the

Pittsylvania Danvil1e area One of the state s leading manufacturing and

servi ce centers thi s industrial base now i ncl udes manufacturers and

processors producing a range of products from truck andai rpl anetires to

power tool s laboratorygl ass and joggi ng sui ts The 1985 tobacco market sol d

4 773 984 pounds with an average pYice of 152 11 per 100 pounds through nine

local warehouses

A list of firms in the County is presented on Table No 10
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TABLE NO 10

FIRMS IN PITTSYLVANIA COUNTY DANVILLE AREA
20 or more employees

Name Location

APAC Virginia Inc Danville
Bassett Walker Inc Chatham

Brockway Inc Ringgold
Burlington Industries Inc Hurt
Burlington Industries Dist Center Hurt
Bl ai rConstructi on Co Inc Gretna
Carravell Industries Inc Chatham
Chatham jKnitting Mil1s Inc Chatham
Chatham Oil Compiny Chatham
Cloverdale LumbedCompany Sutherl in
Craddock Terry Gretna
Disston Dan ille

Dry Fork Mi 11 fng Co Inc Dry Fork
Eastern Door Bnd Panel Chatham

Engineering Design and Sales Inc Danv
Ennis Business Forms Inc Chatham
Freeman Chemical Corp Chatham
Fi stPi edmont Co p Chatham
Roy N Ford Company Inc Bl ai rs

Gibson Lumber Company Gretna
HampcoApparel Inc Chatham

Ha1l1esBrothers Inc Chatham
M Kendall Lumber Co Inc Bl ai rs

Dan River Chemical Ringgold
Mecklenburg Electric Gretna
Pannill Knitti ng Co Inc Gretna
Peoples Mutual Telephone Co Gretna
piedmont Land Timber Corp Chatham
Princeton Homes Danvill e

Saunders Lumber Co Inc Whittles
Southside Manufacturing Corp Blairs
Star Paper Tube Blairs
Thompson Ready Mi x Inc Danvill e
Times Fiber Communications Chatham
V1rginia Solite Co Cascade
Vulcan Materials Co Chatham
Whittle Plywood Corp Chatham
Womack Publishing Company Chatham
Transcontinental Gas Pipeline Corp

Approximate
Number of
Employees

176
550
300
920

80
30
20
42
20
40

199
400

20
20
60

240
20
25

40 50
22

110
40 50

22
87
24

486
20
20
40
20
65

126
32

260
33
25
70
31
22

Indust ial
Classification

Road Construction
Garments
Glass
Fabrics
Textile Dist ib
Commercial Bldg
Car Washes
Jackets
Distributor
Lumber
Shoes
Saws Garden Tools
Dog Food

Plywood Paneling
El ectroni c Suppl
Busi nessForms

Polyester Risins
Waste Disposal
Road Construction
Lumber
Bathrobes
Construction
Lumber
Ind Chemi ca 1
Util ity
Jackets

Utility
Pulp Pulp Prod
Modul ar Homes
Lumber
Furniture
Textile Cores
Concrete
Ca b1 e

Aggregate Matls
Crushed Stone

Plywood
Newspaper
Processor

Source Pittsylvania County Chamber of Commerce May 1986

The major employers are manufacturers of glass textiles appa el and wood

and lumber products
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TABLE NO 10 A

FIRMS IN PITTSYLVANIACOUNTY DANVILLE AREA

SUBJECT TO ANNEXATION

20 o more employees

Name Location

Approximate
Number of

Employees

Commodore Corp Southern Danvil1e

Corning Glass W6rks Danv lle

Dib ellBrothers Danville

Goodyear Tire Rubber Co Danville

Lockley Manufacturi ngCo Danvill e

Lebanon Chemical Corp Smi th Dougl as

Lorillard Danville

Multi Ply CoI P Danville

Piedmont Precision Machine Danville

Sellers Brothers

Southern Processors Danville

U S Gypsum Co Danville

150

380

250 700

2 250

25

36

150 600

40

34

28 45

450

300

COMMUTER PATTERNS

Industrial

Cl assifi cati on

Mobile Homes

Specialty Glass

Tobacco Processors

Truck Tire Aircraft

Missile Parts

Fertilizer

TobaccoPr cessing
Modular Homes

Metal Product
Road Buil di ng

Tobacco Processi g

Wood Fiber Hardboard

The number of employed l7esd dents in the County is signi ficant1 greater
than the number of jobs in the County Because of this fact information on

the number of personsworki ng outsid e the County and where these peopl e are

working is important to understandi ng the local economy

Table No 11 indicates that the majority of thosecommuti ng to areas

outside the County are working in the City of Danville
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TABLE NO 11

COMMUTER PATTERNS

Worked in V irgi ni a Outs de

DanvHle and Pittsylvan a County

Worked Outside Virginia

Not Reported

Number of Percent of
Employees Total

9 465 32 2

11 256 38 4

4 812 16 4

604 2 1

3 203 10 9

Worked in Pittsylvania County

Worked in Danvi 11 e

Source 1980 U S Census

Table No 11 poihts out that a significant number of miles per day are

spent in commuting tOiwork The majority of people worked in Danville The

people who worked in Virginia outside the DanvilleSMSA principally traveled

to Campbell County Henry County and Marti nsvi II e The remaining wOY kers

traveled to North Carolina for their place of employment

COMMERCIAL AND RETAIL ENTERPRISE

Retail sal es on an annual basis are a key measure of thecommerici a1

sector Table No 12 shows retail sales by talXablJe sales The Countssales

have historically been about 30 to 35 percent of the comparable figures for

the City of Danvi1le

TABLE NO 12

TRENDS IN RETAIL SALES
000

1980 1981

81 809
258 392

1982

80 083
263 033

1983

80 354
281 459

1984

92 225
317 405

Pittsyl ania Colinty 76 093
Danvi ne 244 534

Source Tayloe Murphy Institute 1986
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TABLE NO 13

RETAIL INDEX OF CHANGE

PittSil vani a County
Danvi lrle

Virginia

1980 1981 1982 1983 1984

7 5 5 3 5 6 21 2
5 6 7 5 15 1 29 8
7 8 13 0 26 8 47 8

Source Tayloe Murphy Institute 1986

Table No 13 presents index of retail sales in the County Danville and

Virginia F om 1981 to 1983 the County was particularly weak in that its

retail sales declined Howe er in 1984 there was a large increaselfrom 1983

but retail sales still lag behind Danville s and the State s average

As with industrial activity the County s economic condition and trends

can also be measured from the prospective of employment of residents in the

retail sector

TABLE NO 14

PERSONS EMPLOYED IN RETAIL SALES

1970 1980
Percent of Percent of Percent

Employment Wo kfrce Employmeht Wo kforce of Chanqe

Pittsyl vani a County
Danvi 11 e

Virginia

2 202
3 024

251 029

9 9
15 1
14 2

3 627
3 163

351 227

12 2
15 6
15 0

64 7
4 6

39 9

Source 1980 U S Census

The percentage of county wOYkers that were empl ayed in the retail sector
11

grew by almost 65 percentf om 1970 to 1980 greatlyYexceeding the growth in

thefGity of Danville and the state I 1970 9 9 pe rcent of the workforce

of the County made up the retail sector By1980 the figure had risen to over

12 percent whi1 ethe City of Danvill e and the State showed very little

growth In recent years consi deYabl e commercial development has been
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occurring along U S Route 58 arid Route 29 corridors This has created many
new jobs for County residents

Retail establishments which deal predominantly and directly with the

local residential popul Cition incl ude busi ness and admiini strative

enterprises These establishments have 1 ocalcl ients and because of this

site selection is assumed to be powerfully constrained by problems of access

to local residents Employment levels are assumed to be closely tied to local

growth of population Th e retail sector is divided into three category
types These types include

Neighborhood This category consists of
dealers convenience service
elementary schools

food drug gasol ine

establ i shments and

Local Thi s category
businesses

professional
administration

consists of a wider range of retail
Such businesses a e repair and
ser ices in towns municipal

and churches

Metropolitan This category consists predominantly of financial
institutions large department stores public
lodgings and business services
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INVENTORY OF EXISTING CONDITIONS FINANCES

The examination of financial conditions in Pittsylvania County will lead

to conclusions about 1 its ability to raise taxes with regard to its

relative wealth 2 its local tax effort 3 its reliance on individual

local revenue sources and 4 its expenditures by local government
function These conclusions will point out the strengths and weaknesses in

the County s current financial condition and indicate future policy directions

that will enable the County to strengthen its condition

TAX RATES

Local tax levies and transfers from the state and federal governments are

the County s three major revenue sources Table No 1 contains tax rates for

the County for the years 1982 to 1985 This table compares taxes on

properties for the County Since 1982 the tax rate in the County has

remained relatively low aSi compared with the median for counties in the

Commonwealth for 1985

TABLE NO 1

TAX RATES PER HUNDRED DOLLARS OF ASSESSED VALUE

Medi an for
Counties in

1982 1983 1984 1985 Commonwealth

A Real Estate
True V alues 0 315 0 33 0 35 0 35 0 57
Land Use Values 0 315 0 33 0 35 0 35 0 57

B Mobile Homes 0 315 0 33 0 35 0 35 0 57

C PersonelPro perty
Tangible 4 25 4 25 4 25 4 25 7 95

Machinery and Tools 3 00 3 00 3 00 3 00 6 70
Merchants Capital 2 75 2 75 2 75 2 75 5 25

D Public Service Corporations
Real Esta te 0 315 0 33 0 35 0 35 0 57

Persona lProperty 4 25 4 25 4 25 4 25 7 95

Source County of Pittsylvania Annexation Proceedings Volume III Financial
Exhibits
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The tax l7ate for the Count is relatively low Real estate is taxed ata
t

rate of 0 35 per hundreddollars of assessed value based on an estimate of

100 percent of fair malket value in the County Machinery and tools taxes in

the county areca1 culatedby taking 10 percent of theori ginal cost of

machine7Y and jtools and then arpply ingthe 3 00 per 100 00 of Assessed Value

tax rate against the assessed i va1 ue The effective tax rateforPittsy11ania

County is O JO rates fori nearby counties are Campbell County Ot315

Halifax CountYi 0 39 and Henry COLinty 0 924 If a manufacturing company is

located withirt the corporate Jdmits of a town it is subject to both lown and

county levies Table No 2 contains local taxes for the 1984 85 tax year

assessment ratios and the value used for tax purposes for real estate

machi neryand tool s and automobil es and trucks
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TABLE NO 2

LOCAL TAXES
1984 85 TAX YEAR

REAL ESTATE

100
100
100
100

Effective
Tax Rate lOO

0 35
24
14
18

Pittsylvania County
Town of Chatham
Town of Gretna
Town of Hurt

Nominal Tax
Rate lOO

0 35
24
15
18

Assessment
Ratio

MACHINERY AND TOOLS

Val ue Used for Nominal Tax Assessment Effecti v e Tax

Tax Purposes Rate 100 Ratio Rate 100

Pi ttsyl ani a County
Towry of7 Chatham

TOin d f Gretna
Town of Hurt

Ori gi na1 Cost

Original Cost

Original Cost
Origi na1 Cost

3 00
2 80
100
1 00

10
10
10
10

0 30
28
10
10

AUTOMOBILES AND TRUCKS

Value Used for Nominal Tax Assessment Effective

Tax Purposes Rate 100 Ratio Tax Rate lOO

Pi titsjl ni aCourt
Town orf Chatham

Towh o Bfetna
Town oT Hurt

Market Value
Market Value
Market Value
Market Value

4 25
2 80
1 00
100

30
28
30
30

1 275
784

30
30

In i10g1 nia counties apd cities are separate taxing entities A manufacturing
compariypays eithel coullty or city tax depending upon its location However

if it is located within the corporate limits of a town it is subject to both

town and county levies

Source Local TaxiRates Tax Year 1985 Virginia Department of Taxation
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As shown on Table No 3 the County s Merchants Capital Rate is slightly

lower than the rate for CampbellCountYJ Henry and Halifax Counties do not

have any assessment in this area It is also important to note that towns

Chatham Gretna and Hurt impose abusiness license tax as do the cities n

the areai Oanville Lynchburg and Martinsville

TABLE NO 3

MERCHANTS CAPITAL RATES

Locality

Pittsylvania County
Campbell County
Henry County
Halifax County

Effecti ve Tax
Rate lOO

2 75
3 15

Source Local Tax Rates Tax Yea 1985
Vi rgi ni a Department of Taixati on

Presently the Countcharges all businesses with a MerC hal1t s Capital

Inventory tax County cons umers woul d benefit more from a busi ness license

tax i instead The PlanhingCommission believes that a study of a possible

imposition of a business license tax should be conducted This would be a more

equitable way of assessing businesses and mignt he1 p reduce the dependence on

the real estate taxes on small home and farm owners This tax might produce

additional County revenue and could be used as a tool to discourage undesirable

types of operations

ASSESSMENT RATES

The real estate assessment sales ratio is utilized to provide an estimate

of the total true market value of real estate for the County determine

average effective true tax rates distribution of aid for elementary secondarY

education and finally measure the level of uniformity in the assessment of

real property

The basic sales data isde ivedfrom the recordation

County Clerk files with the Virginia Department of Taxation

a list of six propertyclassifkatlons

tax recei pts the

The followtngis
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1 Single family residential urban
2 Si ngl e tamil y esi denti al suburban
3 Mult i faini 1 y residentia 1
4 Commercialgrtdustrial
5 Agricultural Undeveloped 20 100 Acres
6 Agri culturallUndevel oped over 100 Acres

The most important use of thi s study is to determi ne the uni formity of

assessment levels in the County Clearly if real property owners are not

assessed ina uniform manner their tax bills will not be uni form relative to
Ithe value of pro perty I n other words the property tax wo ul d be

inequitabl e The greater the spread in the assessment ratios fdrindi vidual

real property owners the greater the inequity in the County Table No 4

contains the comparative results for the property classifications
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TABLE NO 4

ASSESSMENT SALES
1979 1983

1979 1980 1981 1982 1983

SinqleFamilyResidential Urban
No Sal es 50 25 16 66 89
Median 14 2 13 8 14 4 100 98 8
CoeffiCi ent of Dispersion 19 0 40 3 37 9 16 9 11 5

Regression Index 1 29 133 1 37 1 12 1 05

SinqleFamilResidential Suburban
No Sales 559 432 307 303 379
Medi an 12 3 12 0 11 4 96 3 86 1
Coeffici ent of Dispersion 28 6 27 0 30 1 16 2 15 7

Regression Index 1 25 1 13 1 26 1 11 1 03

Mul ti Fami l WIRes identi al
No Sales 1 2 0 2 2
f4edi an

Coefficient of Dispersion
Regression Index 0 8 0 8 0 99 i 0 99 0 98

Commercial Industrial
No Sales 11 8 9 27 16
Median 22 3 213 12 9 87 7 76 7

Coefficient of Dispersion 16 5 33 2 63 6 13 9 23 8

Regression Index 1 23 1 2 1 31 0 98 0 97

AqriculturaHUndeveloped 20 100 Acres
No Sales 50 23 23 37 44

Median 7 3 6 6 7 0 83 3 87 4
Coefficient of Dispersion 37 0 35 3 45 9 214 20 2

Regression Index 1 17 1 22 1 26 1 10 104

Aqricu1turalJUndeveloped Over 100 Acres
No Sales 21 14 7 15 11

Median 7 4 8 0 7 3 82 3 90 5
Coefficient of Dispersion 418 19 9 28 9 13 6 23 2

Regression Index 1 31 1 13 1 07 1 00 1 03

Data based on previous fiscal year

Source Yearly Virginia Assessrllent Sales Ratio Study
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The coefficient of dispersion also known as the index of inequality and the
regression index price related differential are statistical measures to

indicate uniformity of assessment A coefficient of dispersion of 10 percent
or 1 ess indi cates a good di stributi on of assessment The excepti ona l1y hi gh
coeffi cients of di spersion for the County caul d possi bly be attributed to the

great diversity in the characteristics and values of agricultural and

res dentia properties as compared to commercial and industrial properties

Another measure used to show the un formi ty of assessment s the

regression index This statistical measure gauges the relationships between
the ratios of high priced and low priced properties to determine if the value

of the property has any influence on the assessment ratio A value of 100

indicates a relationship that is uniform between assessed values and selling
prices of properties with different prices An index above 1 00 indicates less

expensive sites have a higher assessment sales ratio than more expensive sites

therefore the assessments are regressive In other words less expensive
sites are assessed at a higher ratio of fair market value tha n are more

expensive sites This regressive tax means that the owner of the less

expensive property pays a greater tax in relation to value than would the owner

of a more expensive one Many tax experts bel ieve that an index between 95

and Los s reas mable Therefore the earlier inequity appears to constitute
a reasonable regression index

REVENUES

Locall ygenenated evenues accounted foalmost 29 percent of the County s

total income in 1985 while state transfers accounted for 61 percent of the

total Federal transfer accounted for the remaining 10 percent see Table No

5
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TABLE NO 5

MAJOR REVENUE SOURCES

Pittsylvania County Total Counties

Local Revenue
Amount
Pe Ca pita
Percent of Total

10 386 022
157 13

28 69

1 464 605 721
431 96

58 52

From the Commonwealth
Amount
Per Capita
Percent of Total

22 232 975
336 35

61 42

824 760 707
243 25

32 95

From the i FederaJt Government

Amount
Per Capita
Percent

3 580 994
54 17
9 89

213 442 511
62 96

100 00

Total Revenues
Amount
Per Capita
Percent

36 199 992
547 65
100 00

2 502 808 939
1 738 17
i 100 00

Source Fi nanci al Exhi bits County of Pittsylvani a Annexati on Proceedings
1985

In comparison to other counties in theComrhol1wealth Pittsylvania County s

dependence on each of these eyenues is somewhatat pi caT Local11 generated
revenues constituted nearly 60 percent of total income in theCommonwealth
This was nearly 50 percent greater than Pittsy1 vani a County s reliance on local

revenues It is because of the hi gh reliante on local revenue sources that

transfers from the state and federal governments in the average county were

lower than Pittsy1vania County Actually on a per capita basis the average

county received eighty four dollars less than PittsylvaniaCounty from these

transfers

Bond revenue is a1 so a source of income for the County On November 5

1985 County citizens passed a 2 5 Million BondIssue This General Obligation
Bond will establ isha revol vi ng industrial development fund separate from all

other funds in the County The Board of Supervisors defi ned the detail s of

establishing and carrying out the operation and administration of the

I 84



85

i



TABLE NO 6

PROPOSED USE OF BOND REVENUE

PITTSYLXANIA COUNTY VIRGINIA

ADMINISTRATIVE FEES

Purchase Agreement 2

Paiing Agent Fees Annual

Legal Fee Bond Council
Administrative Fee

50 000 00
2 000 00

35 000 00
10 000 00

Net to County 2 403 000 00

TOTAL FUNDS TO BE SPENT IN 3 YEARS

Land and Options
Water and Sewer

Planrying Cleating Grading
alidPrepa rati on

Shell Building 80 000 Sq Ft

606 510 00
550 000 00

731 490 00
660 000 00

2 548 000 00

QUARTERLY EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS

January February Mar ch 1986

April May June 1986

July ug st September 1986
Octdber November December

January February March 1987

April May June 1987

July August September 1987

471 510 00
200 000 00
659 000 00
790 000 00
150 000 00
200 000 00
86 490 00

2 548 000 00

Source Administration of Industrial Revenue Fund Pittsylvania County
Administrator

Several measures of relative wealth or fiscal ability have beenrdevised

with one being recognized as a more accurate indicator than others This

measure has been used by the Joint Legislative Audit and Review Commission

JLARC in a recent report on state aid to localities The measure compares

fiscal ability between localities by calculating the statewide average tax rate

for the most important local taxes and applying that rate to the resources

available in each locality For example the average real property tax rate in

the state is multiplied by the true value of real estate in each locality to

determine how much revenue could be generated in that jurisdiction with the
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average rate All revenues are then added together and divided by the

population in the jurisdiction The result indicates the amount of revehue a

locality could generate per person if all tax rates in the state were equally
applied see Table No 7

TABLE NO 7

MEASURES OF REVENUE CAPACITY AND TAX EFFORT
1977 1983

Pittsylvania County Danvi1le
Median in

Commonwealth

RevenueCapacity
1977
1983
Change

Total Tax Effort
1977
1983

Change

Stress Index 1983

226 63
352 59
125 96

290 13
427 45
137 33

338 99
498 35
159 36

0 38
0 36
0 02

30 50

0 72
1 01
0 29

0 68
0 75
0 07

39 25 3156

Hi h Stress 38 85 48 00 Above Average 31 56 38 85
Below Average 24 27 3156 Low Stress 13 24 27

Source State Mandates on Local Governments and Local Financial Resources
JLARC House Document No 4 Richmond 1986

Revenue capacity determines what ability a locality has to support local

services The median revenue capacity in the Commonwealth was 338 99 in 1977

and in 1983 was 498 35 In compari son Pittsyl vani a County s revenue
capacity was 226 63 in 1977 and 352 59 in 1983 Growth in the County was

125 96 between those years

The total tax effort is a measure that compares the amount each local ity
taxed itself in light of its ability to raise taxes It was determined by
simply dividing each locality s per capita revenue capacity by its locally
generated evenues per capita
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The median tax effort in the Commonwealth was 0 68 in 1977 and 0 75 in

1981 The amount ofi creasebet een thoseea s was 0 07 Pittslyania
County s effort was 0 38 in 1977 and 0 36 in 1981 a dec ease of 0 02

EXPENDITURES

TABLE NO 8

PITTS LVANIACOUNTY
OPERATIONAL EXPENDITURES BY FUNCTION

1984

Amount Per Ca pita
Percentipf

State Averaqe

General Administ ation
Judicial Administration
Public Safety
Publ ic Works
Health and Welfare
Education
Parks Recreation Cultural
Communi ty Development

591 685
487 440

1 667 785
785 458

1 701 058
25 748 270

278 352
251 231

8 92
7 35

25 16
11 85
25 66

403 44
4 20
3 79

24 11
74 47
30 79
32 38
52 80
77 31
18 70
26 69

Source Comparati ve Report on Local Governments Revenues and Expenditures
in Virginia 1984

Operational expenditures bygovernm eiltfunctionare shown on Table No

8 Education by far consumes the largest porti on of operatirlg expenditures
I

made by the County Health and w el f111e and publ ic safety receive the second

and thfrd largest amount offundtng respectively

The final col umni s percent of state average whi ch compares the County s

per capita expenditures to the per capita expenditures made by all counties in

the Commonwealth For each of the expenditure functions the County lags
behind the state average

CONCLUS ION

The financial tintegrit of t e County is vitally important to the

Commonwealth Over the 1 astcni ne years theCounty has experi encedi ncreasi ng

financial stress Thi s fiscal burden will impact the County s ability to

provide servicesto meet res dents I needs spur andi nfl uence economic

development and improve the quality of life for all citizens This analysis
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focuses on 1 revenue capacity which measures the County s ability to

support public services and 2 tax effortwhi chmeasures the extent to which
the County is tapping its financial resources

The County s revenueca paciti es were significantly lower than the

statewide median This implies that the County taxes itself much less than
the average county in the Commonwealth However this conclusion is suspect
without measuri ngtheCounty srelati ve abi 1 ityto pay taxes High levels of

unemployment and poverty leave the County s citizens less able to pay taxes

Recogn ti ng this fact County government has kept real property taxes low
Therefore if the County continues its trend oflowrevenuecapaciti es it must

di versifyits tax basetodec rease its dependence on real property taxes so

that itcan provide services to direct growth where best suited

A key option available tothe County to increase revenues is to increase

the County s tax effort Tax effort refers to the degree towhi ch the County
taxes its tax base If the County taxed itself at the median state rate its

ability to generate revenues would be approximately 129 percent of what it is

now

The County s expenditures forservi ces w ith the excepti on of educati on

are lower than the state average The di screpancy between County expenditures
and the state average is due to the County s low revenue capacity and tax

effort
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INVENTORY OF EXISTING CONDITIONS HOUSING

Housing development and availability is a function of the private
sector However the impact of housing opportunities is largely a function of

the local government The County government can ensure that services such as

utilities education health and welfare fire and police protection are

available through land use controls and taxation For these reasons it is

necessary to know what ki nd of housing changes took pl ace from 1970 to 1980

Tabl e No 1 is a summary of housing changes over the period 1970 1980 for the

County Danv iIIe area

HOUSING INVENTORY

The County s total housing units increased 34 9 percent over the period
from 1970 to 1980 Meanwhile housing stock in Danville rose only 13

percent At the same time the County s population grew 12 5 percent while

the City s population stagnated The major contribution to the County
increase came from the 49 8 percent increase in owner occupied type units

Rental units were relatively unchanged with a small decline of 1 0 percent

As thepopul ati on df the County increased so did the number of housi ng

units creating an overall decl i ne in the number of persons per occupi edunit

from 3 55 to 2 99 The decline for owner units was 3 3 to 2 69 and renter

units was 4 0 to 2 46

The general trend for the County is for smaller families 017 households to

occupy the existing housing stock Secondly the preference is for single
fami 1 y detached housing ei ther conventi ona 1 or using mobi 1 e homes The

vacancy rate is less than 1 0 percent Rental units are apparently not so

popular with a vacancy rate over 6 apercent and to large extent there was

not an increase in units built
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TABLE NO 1

HOUSING INVENTORY SUMMARY OF HOUSING CHANGES
1970 1980

Pittsylvania County Danville
P ercerit Percent

1970 1980 Chanqe 1970 1980 Chanqe

Total Housing Units 17 975 24 255 34 9 16 291 18 405 13 0
Occupied Units 16 595 22 147 33 6 15t464 17 511 13 2
Vacant Units 1 378 1 625 17 9 826 890 7 7

Vacancy Rate 7 7 6 7 5 1 4 8
Owner Occupied Units 11 278 16 896 49 8 9 489 10 902
Vacant Units for Sale 86 136 58 1 129 167 29 5

Vacancy Rate 0 8 0 8 1 3 15
Renter Occupied Units 5 317 5 251 10 5 976 6t609 10 6
Vacant Units for Rent 289 369 27 7 437 461 5 5

Vacancy Rate 5 4 6 6 7 0 6 5
10 Other Vacant 1 003 591 411 248 262 5 6N

Population in Occupied Housing Units 58 789 66 147 12 5 45 111 44 570 12
Persons Per Occupied Units Median 3 55 2 99 2 9 2 24
Owner Median 3 3 2 69 3 0 2 34
Renter Median 4 0 2 46 2 8 2 00

Persons in Owner Occupied Units 37 217 50 344 35 8 28 467 28 867 1 4
Persons in Renter Occupied Units 21 216 15 432 27 3 16 732 15 703 6 1

Source 1980 U S Census



The vacancy rate for all typesof housing units in the County was 7 7

percent by 1980 The vacancy ate fo ow er type units wasverYf16wat 0 8

percent in 1970 and 1980 Rental type units had a vacancy rate ofi 5 4 percent
in 1970 rising to 6 6 percent by iI980 Rental units may include apartments
mobile homes duplexes and single family homes owner type i units are

typically nsingTe fami1y hom sf l and mobile homes County trends substantiate
clTj i

local preference for a sing e fami 1 Y detached home 816 percent of the

housing stock is single family units 12 9 pe cent of the housing stock is in

mobile homes Multi famil y units account for only 5 5 percent of housing
stock

DISTRIBUTION OF HOUSING BY cosr

Table No 2 addresses the distribution of housing b1 ra ges of value

pl aced on homes by their owners Iti s important to note the percentages of

units in the various value ranges While the table is for occupied housing
and thus housing theoretically not available to prospective homeowners it

does ai4 in describing the housing market by delineating percentage of totaT

homes in various value anges
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TABLE NO 2

HOUSING UNITS
VALUE BY OWNER

1980

Value Ranqe

Pittsylvania County
Percent

Units of Total

Danvil1 e

Percent
Units of Total

10 898 9 627

15 9
12 0
210
19 8
14 5

6 6
6 6
1 9
1 3
0 2
0 1

100 0

Less than 15 000
15 000 19 000
20 000 29 999
30 000 39 999
40 000 49 999
50 000 59 999
60 000 79 999
80 000 99 999
100 000 149 999
150 000 199 999
200 000 and above

2 013
1 064
2 531
2 223
1 476

712
651
159

57
5
7

18 5
9 8

23 2
20 4
13 5

6 5
6 0
1 5
0 5
0 1
0 1

100 0

1 532
1 153
2 022
1 906
1 397

636
637
186
126
2L
11

Median House Value 29 100

Source 1980 U S Census

The percentage of homes in the County below 40 000 in value is 719

percent from 40 000 to 80 000 the percentage is 26 0 percent from 80 000

and above the percentage is 2 0 percent The percentage of homes in Danvi11 e

below 40 000in value is 71 9 percent from 40 000 to 80 000 the percentage

is 27 7 percent from 80 000 and above is 3 5 percent Using the noted price

ranges the County and City housing markets are qurte similar in house value

ranges The County has a sli ght advantage in that the absol ute number of

homes is larger in the County than the City

HOUSING CONSTRUCTION COSTS

Housing construction costs are increasing throughout Virginia There are

many reasons for the increase Houses are being built larger have more

amenities and contain improved heating and cooling systems In addition to

changes in the physical characteri sti cs other factors add to the cost of
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homes These include increases in building permit and site plan review fees

imposed by local governments and ees cha gedfor utilityhookiups An of

these factors add to the cost of a hlew house

TABLE NO 3

AV ERAGE NEW SINGLE FAMILY
HOUSING CONSTRUCTION COST

Pi ttsyl vani a County
Danvi 1 1 e

Campbell County
Lynchburg
Hen y County
Hal ifax County
Bedford County
State

1981

35 720
40 400
49 060
43 610
41 410
32 400
46 070
40 720

19S2

33 820271 670
52 580
48 040
43 860
31 990
48 190
44 310

19831

44 350
44 280
51 940
67 620
43 630
33 300
50 550
46 900

1 1 udes fi rst three qLiarters onl

Only 15 homes

Source Ta lor Murphy Institute Uni ers it of Vi rgi ni a Charl ottesvi 11 e

Table No 3 shows housing construction costs ofan a erage new single

family home from 1981 to 1983 In 1985 192 single familjy l homesrwere sold

with an average sale price of 52 040 in the Danville area

DISTRIBUTION OF RENTAL UNITS BYRENT PAID

The 1980 census inc1 udes homes apa rtments land mobil e hbmesthat are for

rent in the rental housing unit category Respondents to the census were

asked their rent paid and tabulations made to show the number of units in

various rental ranges Table No 4 is a summary of rental units in specified
rental ranges
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TABLE NO 4

OCCUPIED RENTAL HOUSING UNITS
RENT PAID

1980

Monthly Rent

Less than 100
100 149
150 199
200 249
250 299
300 399
400 and above

No Cash Rent

Pittsylvania County Danville
Percent Percent

Units Total Units Total

1 722 46 2 3 308 45 8
747 20 1 2 053 28 4
324 8 7 928 12 9
208 5 6 366 5 1

57 1 5 119 1 6
19 0 5 55 0 8

0 2 8 0 10

641 17 2 382 5 1

3 724 100 0 7 219 100 0TOTAL OCCUPIED RENTAL UNITS

Median Rent 83

Source 1980 U S Census

Most rental units were bel ngrented fOr less I than 200 per montb 75
I

percent in the County and 87 1 percent in Danville 1 The countand Citj had

2 793 units and 6 289 units respectively in the below 200 range Both the

City and County have between 6 percent and 8 perceht of rental units in the

200 to 300 rental range The remainder of the bnits are in the 300 and

above rental range or have no cash rent

AGE OF HOUSING

Table No 5 indicates the number of dwelling units that were const ucted

in the various periods shown percentage values are included for quick
reference
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TABLE NO 5

AGE OF HOUSING

PITTSYLVANIA COUNTY DANVILLE

Period Units Percent

7 685 32 3
4 607 19 3
3 798 15 9
2 931 12 3
4 803 20 2

23 823 100 0

Units Percent

1970 1980
1960 1969
1950 1959
1940 1949
1939 or before

2 877
3 559
3 732
2 474
5 561

15 6
19 9
20 3
13 4
30 8

100 0TOT AL 18 403

Source 1980 U S Census

The comparison between the City and Cou t indicates that the County has

been the preferred place tol i e and where most new housi nghas been

constiucted Uni ts const ucted irntthe County firom 1970 to 1980 are more than

d ubl e the numbers i the Cit Pre 1939 ho es laccountedifor 20 2 percent of

the total units in the Countyn as compared to 30 8 percent in the City For

the most part new residential growth seems to take place in the County rather

than the City which tends to cause the age of housi ng to be reduced in the

County on a percentage basis

HOUSING CONDITIONS

Condition of housing is an important factor in housing programs In the

comprehensive plan the housing condition data is useful indeli eatingthe
degree and area location of hOllsingdeficiencies that may need to be addressed

in the future The following sections and tables cover the housing conditions

from the perspective of the countY as a whol e and as di vided into census

tracts Two typesof housing conditions are focused upon 1 plumbing and

2 degree of crowding
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AVAILABILITY OF PLUMBING FACILITIES

The availability of plumbing facilities in homes is frequently used to

examine the condition of an area s housing inventory The statistics
developed from the census determine the numbers of homes 1 acki ng complete
pl umbi ng for excl usi ve use by the househol d The census standard assumes a

unit with hot and cold piped water a flush toilet and a bath tub or shower

inside the unit is for the exclusive use of the units occupants Table No 6
shows a general comparison of the county bathroom statistics to Danvi 11 e

statistics Tab1 e No 7 shows 1 the number of units in each census tract

1 acki ng one or more pl umbi ng faci1 iti es and 2 the percent of year round

occupied and vacant units in each census tract that lacks one or more plumbing
facilities

No Bathroom or Only a Hal f
Bath

One Complete Bathroom

One Complete Bathnoom P1 us

Hal f Bath

Two or More Complete
Bathrooms

Source 1980 U S Census

TABLE NO 6

1980 CENSUS
BATHROOMS PER UNIT

Pittsylvania County

Percent
of Total

Dwelling Dwell ing
Units Units

3 466 14 5

14 087 59 2

2 584 10 8

3 686 15 5
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Danvil1 e

Dwell in9
Units

Percent
of Total
Dwell ing

Uni ts

408 2 2
I

12 037 65 4

I
I

i

2 246 12 2

I
3 712 20
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TABLE NO 7

PITTSYLVANIA COUNTY

HOUSING CONDITIONS
DWELLING UNITS LACKING ONE

OR MORE PLUMB INGFACILlTIES

1970 1980

U its Lacking 0 e Percent of Units Lacking One Percent of
Census 0 More Plumbin Total Units or More Pl umbi ng Total Units
Tract Facil ities in Tract Faci 1 ities in Tract

101 520 45 7 319 22 8
102 283 22 9 305 17 7
103 505 53 3 369 311
104 556 54 8 282 23 6
105 465 29 9 327 18 1
106 272 26 1 155 13 4
107 363 60 8 233 32 2
108 650 44 7 312 15 1
109 257 419 138 18 3
110 442 34 4 216 11 8
111 233 415 95 12 8
112 261 14 6 121 5 2
113 309 27 8 145 7 5
114 315 20 7 335 14 1
115 254 37 3 114 118

County Totals 5 685 34 3 3 466 14 5

Source 1980 U S Census

The County has more units without a bathroom than Dinville 14 5 pe cent

versus 2 2 percent 12 9 percent of units had no bathroom Or only a half bath
in rural areas across the Commonwealth in 1980 Substantialnumbers of county
units are in areas classified as rural and thus the county statistics should

not be considered inordinately high In addition while the housing stock for

the county is generally newer than that of the city the county does have a

significant number of older homes left and most are in rural areas of the

county These older rural homes were more likely to have had outdoor plumbing
facilities than similarly aged units in the city where indoor complete
bathrooms have been available for many decades
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Table No 7 compares the county s units lacking plumbing facilities by

census tracts for two census years 1970 and 1980 y 1980 the percentage of

units 1 acki ng standard pl umbi ng had decreased by 39 percent Defi cienci es in

pl umbing of over 20 percent of total units in a tract are found in only four

tracts 101 103 104 and 107 All these tracts are inthe most rural areas

of the county The improvements in the county are attributable to a number of

factors From 1970 to 1980 a large number of new better equi pped housing

units were put in place Some out moded housing has been removed from the

housing inventory Modernization of homes by homeowners has taken place in

lieu of enteri ng the market for new full y equi pped homes

CROWDING FACTOR

Another measul7e often used for assessing housing conditions within an

area is the crowding factor This factor considers the number of units with

1 0 persons per room orless and 1 01 or more persons per room Normally an

occupied housing nit that has 1 01 persons per room or more is considered to

be a crowded unit for census purposes

Tables NO 8 and 9 are presented relative to crowding characteristics

Tab1 e No 8 shows absol ute numbers of units per cehsus tra tt in 1970 and 1980

according to degree of crowding Table No 9 relates the percentage of total

units in censustracts hat have various degreeiofcrowding measured for both

1970 and 1980 Together the tables show the magnitude of crowded conditions

acros the County for two time periods
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Source 1980 U S Census
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TABLE NO 9

PITTSYLVANIA COUNTY

HOUSING CONDITIONS
UNITS WITH 1 01 OR MORE PERSONS

PER ROOM AS A PERCENTAGE

OF TOTAL OCCUPIED UNITS IN CENSUS TRACTS

Census Change in
Tracts 1970 1980 Percentaqe Points

101 21 8 13

102 14 4 10

103 25 8 17
104 26 15 18
105 14 6 8
106 12 5 7
107 40 13 27
108 3 0 8 22

109 26 6 20
110 22 5 17
111 26 8 18
112 11 3 8
113 22 4 18
114 20 5 15

115 20 5 15

County
Total 21 6 15

Source 1980 U S Census

Tables No 8 and 9 indicate substantial reduction in numbers of crowded

uni ts n the county and the percentage of total units that are crowdedi n

census tract areas County wi de the number of crowded units fell by2s095

units from 1970 to 1980 Every census tract showed improved conditions

wherei n numbers of crowded uni ts fell The percentage of un ts wi th crowded

conditi ons fell from 20 5 percent to 5 9 percent between 1970 and 1980 a drop

of 14 6 percent Again the improvements as measured by percentage of

crowded units was widespread across rural and the more urban census tracts

There were contri but ng factors to the improved condi ti ons regard ng

crowding New units were built in most if not an of the tracts which tends

toward a reduction in percentage of crowded units
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HOUSING TYPES

Data on building permits apProyed inPittsy l vani a County was acqu ed

fl70m Tayl o e Murphy Institute documerts for the years 1973to first ha1 f Of

1985 Thedata t is llusefu1i n showi nggene al trerds ih housing diSt ibutiorin
the County fora long period of time and through differing peridds of economic
conditions

TABLE NO 10

PITTSYLVANIA COUNT RESIDENTIAL BUILDING PERMITS
BY TYPE OF UN ITS

Sin gl e Two Multi Mobil e

y ear Fam 1 y Fam 1Y Famil y Homes Total

1971 178 4 21 0 203
1972 363 2 193 0 558
1973 479 6 24 95 604
1974 407 4 194 758 1 363
1975 473 0 38 493 1 004
1976 454 2 24 531 t 1 011
1977 464 4 16 521 1 005
1978 454 0 11 565 1 030
1979 396 0 8 501 905
1980 263 2 31 506 802
1981 188 4 16 458 666
1982 147 2 34 510 693
1983 184 6 52 505 747
1984 240 0 36 557 833
1985 120 0 13 260 393

TOTALS 4 810 36 711 6 260 11 817

Percenta ges 41 0 3 6 4 52 3 100 0

Through second quarter 1985

Source 1980 U S Census

Tayloe Murphy Institute University of Virginia Charlottesville

The data reflects to a degree 1 theColinty housi ngmarket IS response

to the perceivedhousi ng needs or wants in the area and 2 the County

housing market sresponse to what type of housing can practi call ybe builtii n

the County consi deri ng income evel 5 and other factors The stati sti cs

1 103



f

indicate that rental units typically multi family apartment units are not

growing In 1970 occupied rental units were 32 percent of the total occupied

units by 1980 ental units had fallen to 23 7 percent of the total occupied

units The building permit data shows little activity in rental unit multi

family construction The owner type single family detached homes and

manufactured homes have been most active over the past ecade Most strength

in recent years has been in the manufactured home market

Table No 11 compares the total housing units authorized in the County

with nei hboring counties cities and Virginia

Pittsyl vania County
Danviln e
Campbell County
Lynchburg
Henry County
Hal ifax County
Bedford County

TABLE NO 11

TOTAL HOUSING UNITS AUTHORIZED

1981 1982 1983

666 693 747
213 53 66
645 92 550
131 53 290
398 56 565
261 0 293
260 81 333

2 574 503 2 981
37 572 38 411

TOTAL
VIRGINA

1984 1985

833 393
87 38

632 438
292 294
671 373
345 195
297 Q

3 157 1 731

Source Tayloe Mu phydnstitute University of V irginia Charlottesville
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INVENTORY OF EXISTING CONDITIONS TRANSPORTATION

Patterns devel opme t afld 1 and use i ectly f ilue ce the dernand fof

t anspo tati bn ste s As c6inmuni1 ies gr olJ thet de andc fo transpo tati o

It i i C 1 j 1 i

influe ce land use as well the moree fi ient andextensive the
tansporta ion

l
s item themore l ikel y u ban gli iwt and ie pa sion ar tdt occur

1 11 il r
other factors beiin 9 equal

The County s location in the central Piedmont of Southside Vlirjginia
i

p o ides the G un tf iwith a o ptirnu1 tiansP Jtati si uat on fO both

bustnesses a d indiVidl l t a e 1 erS 11he s tel s majo r jO t c itiO Na fOl k
f t

i
I

a dithe eso t Citi O i gi irBeach are less tha a i hOU d i easto
U S Route 58 while the C al iCh sc r c inou tai r reas Offhe state s

western counties are a lesser di sta ce inthe opposite direction The state

capitol ofRichmon can be reached inless thanthree hout7sand 1MashingtonI 1
r J i r t r i

D C is lesstharH ffve hoursfromChatham theCounty seau Raleigh Durham
I

Wi nston Salem andG eensboro the major metropol itanf areas Of northcentral
f

t

No thCarollna ca be a hedi apP10 lta el onehour
The Pittsy vania County Board of lSuperv isorsihasl adopted a Six Year

S qo da Yj
Road Im p o eine t p ogTia1l pu sua k p tstate tattit Pt eqR1reme ts

33 1 70 01 Code of V rgfnial h Boa rdflOl1d spubli c meetings semianriuany
w ith Virginia Depa tme t of High ayS ari1trahsporta io n Engt ees a dthese

meetings arewel1 attended by Countjresidents
i J j b

The County Board has alisoa pp6ihted a Road V iewe s Board whose member s

atal ly obse ve those r adsJ h ch de el oper s seek tOiha ebr ught intothe

State system rih order fa ach eve compliancelwith state standards At this

time there are no plans to accept any iro ads

HIGHWAYS

T he v i gi ia Depa1tme t Hig w a s and Tva po tati nJjs spons ble for

planning l Jconstruction and improvemenusoftJi pr imarYI al dlSecondary highways
servi ng the County While the fi na lij decisi on lfo jall prJJramsfor
coristruct ion ahd maifntena nce a lJethe esponsibili tyoflrt he H ighwaYi Depa rtment

co s i erbl Lemphas lis pi aced ion ret 8mmendations of dOunty Officials

l

J
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The County s high aysystemi s comprised of pr imafY and secondary
oads Accordfhg to 1984 data from the Virginia Depa trnenLofHighways and

Transportation Pittsylvan a County containsapproxrmatety 1 654 75 mitksof
roadway Primaryroads colTlprise 182 83 miles and secondary roa s atcountfor

1 481 92 miles of roadsin the County The Map of Major Hilghways shows those
c

hi ghways servingtheCouhty

PRIMARY ROADS

Primaryi hi ghways are ei ther d v ided highwayr

undi videdhighwayswfii cht allow uncontrbll ed access

surfaced desi gn d or both through a dl oeal

primary highwaysare 1 oCitedfn Pi ttsyl vania County

ortwO and three41ane

Primar highwaysfarJhard
traflfi d The foH owi ng

u S High a 29 co s sts of a four la e il d dhigh a u n g
south from Hlfrt to Danvill e U s 291 s pp oxirnate l eng Jl jin the

County is 49 mil es

u S Highway 58 consi sts of a 1ou la e divi ded high a ru nigg
east irom SouthBostdn throughDanvnletoMa17tinsvjlle U S 58 s

approximate length in the County s 29 4 miles
r

J

U S Hi ghwaYi 360 co istsOf a fcour la e undi vid hi gh a runni og
nOr theastsouthwest frorn Hal ifax to Danville U S 360 s

approximatelrength intheCounty is 21 miles

V irginia Route 40 co sistsof a two lane paved highway running
east west from U S Route 501 through Gretnato Rocky f1ount Route

40 s approximate length in the County is 30 miles
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SECONDARY ROADS

Secondary roads are usually two la e oadways with widths up to 22

feet These j oads comprise a total Iof 1 48l 92tmilesor 90 percent of the

County s t ansPoftati on s stem tlese roads provide the gfeatest access

within the County Therefore it is essential tomaitntain their surfaces

Secondary roads maybel hard surface asphal t cernent all weather cement

unpaved gravel light surface or unsu faced 1 ight appl icati onTof gravel

RAIL TRANSPORTATION

Pittsyl vania County has the bestra il access wi thi n the West Piedmont

Pl anning Distri ct Themai n line of the Southern Rairl w y Washington Atl anta

Di vi s ion runs through the center of the Countf serving arious towns and the

City of Danville This route provides direct connections with New York New

Orleans Detroit and Maine In addition the Southern Railroad Danville

Division connectsSouthside Virginia with Richmond and its rail lines
Overni ghtfreight service to the ports at Hampton Roads is supplied by the

Norfolk Franklin and Danville Railway a subsidiary of the Norfolk and

Western Railway The final Danville rail link is supplied by the Carolina and

Northwestern Railway which operates between Danvi 11 eand Leaksvi 11 e North

Carolina connecting with the Norfolk and Western Railway at Fieldale forty
seven miles west of Danville

AIR TRANSPORTATION

Located within the County three miles outside the City of Danville is

the Danville Municipal Airport It is a Class 4 facility with two 5000 foot

runways and one 7000 foot runway fog andni ght 1 and ing lights hangar
bui 1 di ngs FAA communi cati ons and weather seYvi ceo Piedmont Ai rl ines

commuter servi e will be providing flights to Cha l otteand Washingtoni nthe

future Flight instruction and charter service are available at the facility

The nearest commerci alai rport is the Greensboro Regional Airport 75

miles from Chatham where seven airlines offer approximately 71 flights daily
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OTHER TRANSPORTATION MODES

Bus service is provided by two interstate carriers Greyhound and

Trailways Bus Lines Destinations throughout the nation can be reached from

Gretna and Chatham The two bus carriers are supplemented by several charter

bus lines that provide interstate and intrastate service

Motor frei ght servi ce is provi ded to and from Chatham Gretna and the

City of Danville Motor freight carriers operating within the County handle

truck load quantiti es and some offer truck service to poi nts in the County

Motor freight carriers with service to points in the County include

Regional Transport Inc

Riverside Transportation Co Inc

Wi 11 iams Transport Co Inc

Carolina Freight Carriers Corp
Consolidated F eightways
Deerwood Transportation

Expressway Inc

Generalr otor Lines

Georgia Highway Express
Hatcher Trucking
Old Dominion Transportation Co

Overnight Trucking
Pilot Freight Co

Roadway Express
Smith s Transfer Corp
Standard Trucking Co

Thurston Motor Lines Inc

Westover Cartage Inc

Wil son Trucki ng

Yellow Freight System Inc

J Cl int F1 emi ng Inc
I

Roadway IExpress Inc
I

I

Safety ank Lines Inc

Unite arce Service

Merchants Delivery Moving and Storage
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INVENTORY OF EXISTING CONDITIONS UTILITIES

Util ity sy stems are essenti al parts of modern society Without

telepho e electricity natural gas water suppl sewerage andJ solid waste

disposal 1 ife and plioperty cou1 d ot be protected The County Board of

Supervisors have through its efforts provided a wide range of servi ce to its

citizens

The Publ ic Service Autho itx pro ides water and sewer servi ce to citizens

of the County TheAuthority hasla excel1rent staTf modern equipment and is

extreme1 y capabl e of provi di ng servi ces to parts of the County when needs

dictate extension ofl ines andi eXtension of such linesprove economi cally
feasible

This section i conce ned with the P170V1Sl0n of these services and

util ities to the population Utilities areexpensive and their development
must be coordinated with the building of roads the distribution and density
of popul ation and withexi sting and future 1 and use in mind

WATER

The quality and availability of water in the County will beanimpo7tant
factor in the ffutureeconomic delTograph c and induStrial growth Four

separate central water systems ipl7esently sirve 15 percent of theCoullty S
population theremai ni ng 85 percent of the County sresidents must reTy on

individual wells or small privately owned water sy stems The general
population density will not requi tje or economically permit the developmeritiof
water service to theenti re County Such serviceshould be concentrated in
the populated centers of the County uti 1 izi ng existi ng muni cipal systems as

the nucl eus from whi ch to expand servi ce into surroundi ng areas Growth

b tween these centers wi 11 not be sufficient to justi fy the merger of these

systems into a truly comprehensive system Therefore development must be

accomplished on an individual community basis th ough the CountyServicel
Authority

The County Service Authority is espons i bl e fOr provi di ng water i services

10 County residentsi n denselY popul ateda reas adjacent Ii to each of the four

sy stems The four separate systems utilize wells as s6urces oft supplY and

include 1 Chatham 2 Dan River 3 Gretna and 4 Hurt See Ado endumNo 1
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The Town of Chatham obtains its raw water from Cherrystone Creek

Average daily use is 330 000 gallons which is 45 percent of the treatment

capacity of 720 000 gallons per day Water is stored in two elevated tanks

and one ground tank with storage capacity totaling L1 million gallons The

system serves the Town the industrial park south of Town and areas west of

Town along Route 57

The City of Danville operates a water supply system serving a few

adjacent areas of the County Danvilleobtains its raw water from the Dan

River Average daily use is 8 5 million gallons which is 56 6 percent of the

treatment capacity of 15 million gallons per day Storage capacity is 15

million gallons 8 million in the Ballou Park reservoir and the remainder in

7 cone tanks and standpipes within the city

The Town of Gretna s water treatment plant eceives its water from

George s Creek an extremely small stream and requires an impoundment
augmentation Approximately 160 000 gallons of water are used daily The

plant has a daily treatment capacity of 288 000 gallons and storage cap city
of 50 000 gallons with additional storage provided by a 75 000 gallon overthead
tank and a 220 000 gallon covered steel standpipe To expand the capacity of

the plant will require an increase in the impoundment storage Further

pl anni ng for increased impoundment storage coul d gi ve proper cons deration to

maintaining stream flows for wastewater assimilation

The Town of Hurt I s water system is ti edinto the Altali stawater

treatment pl ant IS suppl y The Town of Al tavista operates a muni cipal water

system using three sources of raw water These sources are Reynolds Spring in

Campbell County with a flow of 225 000 gallons per day Mct4inis Spring in

PittsylvaniaCounty west of Hurt with a flow of 275 000 gallons per day and a

1 5 million gallons per day treatment plant at the junction of Reed Creek and

the Roanoke River in Pittsylvania County just east of the Town of Hurt

Average daily use is L2 million gallons which is 80 percent of the present
treatment capacity of L5 million gallons per day

SEWAGE TREATMENT

The present ongoing sewerage program is based on the 1968 IIComprehensive
Water and Sewerage Pl an

II

Many updated plans and feasibi lity studies have

been subsequently developed as a result of the County s commitment to
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providing sewer services in areas demonstrating need and financial

feasibility

A cooperati ve int rgovernmental agreement supports the County s position
with each service area so that needed serv ices can best be provided
PopulationdensHyandeconomic feasibility are cditeria used to define an

area for a centraHized system Population density takes into account the fact

that once many people are living in an area indilvidual septic tanks conflict

wi th water slJppl ies and therefore there is a need to provide central sewer

service Economic feasibil ty considers not onl y the number of potential
customer s but also the additi ona lfactors as potehti a1 industrial customers

topographic limitations and system economies of scale

Table No 1 is a list of facilities discharging effluent in the County
type of treatment current usage and design flow for the year 1985

See Addendum No 1 TABLE NO 1

FACILITIES DISCHARGING INPITTSYLVANIA COUNTY

1 Chatham STP
2 Chatham Correctional Unit 15
3 Gretna Town of
4 Chatham High School
5 Dan River HfghSchool
6 Mt Ai Elementa ry Sc hoo 1
7 Union Hall Elementary School
8 Ridgec est Subdivisidn STP
9 Dan Rive Service Area

Primary
Primary

Plii ma y
Primary
PtirTlary

P ima y
Primary

PlIirriaty

Primary

Usaqe MGD

0 1814
0 0117
0 0157
0 0046
0 0058
0 0015
0 0011
0 0240

14 82

Flow MGO

0 54
0 012
0 153
0 01
0 0104
0 005
o 006
0 0392

315

Facility Treatment

Source Sta e Water Control Board 1985

The Town of Chatham operates a 540 pOO giilllons per day primary treatment

plant constructed in 1958 Eff uent isdisdh rgedinto th Cherrystone Creek

south of the Town Sewage is carded to the treatment plant through
interceptor lines by gravity flow

Danvi1le began treating its collec1edtllstewater in 1959 In 1970 its

treatment facil itywasexpanded to provi de secondarytljeatment for 15 MGD

million gallons per day In 1976 the new 24 MGDregional treatment plant
was completed and presently the two treatment plants have a combined rated
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eapacity of 315 MGD The City indicates the average flow is 15 55 MGD

resulting in a reserve capacity of 15 95 MGD The cooperative agreement with

the County which provided the funding for the regional plant insures the

County the right to utilize this reserve capacity as needed

The Town of Gretna owns and operates a central sewage system for its

residents Primary treatmenti s provided using an oxi dationstabili zati on

pond or 1 a goon wi theffl uent di scharged into a tributary of George s Creek at

the eastern edge of Town Recently the town has received funding approval to

upgrade this facil ity See Addendum No 1

Both the Town of Hurt and the Motley community presently use individual

septic tanks KlopmanMills operates a 4 0 MGD aerated lagoon for the

treatment of its domestic and industrial wastes

ACross the Roanoke River from Hurt the Town of Altavista operates anew

1 8 million gallon sewage treatment plant The Town indicates the average
flow is 0 9 MGD resulting in a reserve capacity of 0 9 MGO

SOLID WASTE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL

Solid waste collection is provided to residents and businesses in the

County through its container or green box system and private haulers

Currently the County maintains approximately 50 containers located

throughout the County and 2 mini transfer compactdr stations In addition to

these faciliti es two pri vate compani es provide residenti a1 curbside

collection to the area and two companies provide collection services to the

businesses in the area

The County has installed and has in operation two mini compaction
transfer stations one along Route 58 in the Westover Hills area and one along
Route 41 at Mt Hermon Residents of the subdivisions around the Route 58

site initially expressed opposition to the location but after the transfer

station had been in operation fora period of time no problems had arisen

With the installation of the oute 58 compaction station the County has beery
able to eliminate approximately 60 green boxes in the Westover Hills area

The County is presently adding four additional mini compaction stations

at sites around the County
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The County operates a landfill neal7 the community of Dry Fork off State

Route 836 In August of 1985 the landfill was inspected by the State Health

Department andgi yen anexcell ent rating with no problems reported Based on

current estimates the landfill has a l fe expectency of one year

Recognizing the need to establish additional landfill space the Board of

Supervisors retained consultants in 1982 to provide a soils investigation

study of 365 acres adjacent to the existing landfill fulfilling a requirement

of the State Health Department preparatory to obtaining operational permits

for new 1 andfi 11 sites The report was presented to the Board of upervi sors

in 1983 and negotiations are currently underway between the owners and the

County for acquisition of the site This additional acreage will extend the

useful lifeof the County s landfill by approximately 55 years

In addition to the landfill operated by the County First Piedmont

Corporation of Chatham operates a private landfill for the disposal of

commercial and industrial wastes collected in the County and City This

landfill located in the Mountain Hill section of the County is 225 acres in

size withapproxjmately 190 acres remaining unused Based on current

estimates the sitel has a lifespan of at least 20 more years

TELEPHONE ELECTRICITY AND NATURAL GAS

Two telephone companies cover major portions of the County theYiare

Peoples Mutual Telephone Company and the ChesapeakeiIand Potomac Tel ePhone

Company A thi rd telephone company Conti nental Telephone Corporati on also

operates in the County TheCountyhasa centralizedtelephone system so that

residents of all areas of the County can call all County offices without

charge

Electric power production for the County is handled by Appalachian Power

Company Danville Electric Department Southeastern Power Administration Kerr

Dam and Virginia Electric and Power Company Two rural electric cooperatives

operate in the County Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative and Southside

Electric Cooperative

The County s potential supply of electricity would for most practical

purposes be considered unl imitedas a result of a newly comp eted substation

by Appal achian Power APCO APeO completed its 765KV line to Axton near the

County line with tie ins to the Danville area being planned in the near
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future

Natural gas is supplied by the Trranscontinental Gas Pipe Line

Corporation and the Col oni a1 Pi pel i ne Companx the distri butoYs are the
j

City of Danville Citizen s Gas Company Chatham and Gretna area Virginia
P i pel ine Company Hurt and Gretna arean Sout westernVi rgi nfa GasfCompany

soJthwest count

DanvilleCablevision serves most of the County liwith 22 television

channels i ncl uding the Danvi1 l e Metrovisi on station Three teleji si on

channels are wel Frecei vedinlthe County ABC from Lynchburg and CBSand NBC

stations from Roanoke
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INVENTOR OF EXISTING CONDITIONS COMMUNITY SERVICES AND FACILITIES

Public facilities and services are provided by the County on behalf of

the public A primary responsibility of each local government is to provide
its citizens with educational health safety recreational and cultural

facilities adequate in number and sufficient in quality to meet the needs and

desires of its citizens In addition to the necessary and highly desirable

facilities owned by the public private enterprise may develop facilities for

the benefit of part or all of the County

While pri vate compani es do augment those publ icfacil ities operated for

the benefit of the community the greater part of the burden of meeting the

needsofth people rests with the County and therefore with the taxpayers

themselves Further as development and changes occur the demand for public
facilities increases The type and location of the facilities are related

directly to the pattern of develo ment

The purpose of this section is to provide a general introduction to the

facil ities which now exist in he County and how important they are for

future development

SCHOOLS

The educationalfacil ities as shownonthe Map oJ School s of Pittsy vania

County publ ic and pyivate offer quallty programs which meet the needs lOf all

County students ThePittsy1vania County School Division operates 26 schools

of whtch 4 are high sthools 2 are junnor high schools and 20 are elerrtentary
schools In addition the County School Division operates a Vocational

Technfcal Education Center

The Pittsylvania County School Board is unique in that it is comprised of

12 members which gives i tthe largest number of members of any board in the

State The school board includes one member from each of the seven

magisterial districts a representative from each of the three towns and two

at large members The size of the school board allows for diversity of

representation i e rural town urban black white business executive

small business owner housewife farmer and others
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The pupil teacher ratio of 16 4 in PittslV1lnia Count is well below the

25 to one standardsestabl ished by thestateStandal7ds of Quality Lower

pupil teacher ratios do not necessaril y mean small er class si ze The central

office itinerate teachers school ibrarians guidance personnel etc are
iric1 uded i nthese ratios

The County School Di vision presently educates approximately el e en

thousand nine hundred and ei ghtybib 01 982 students with a current budget
1 i

of 29 687 781 Free transportation is available to all County students The

County owns operates and maintains a fleet of approximately 20 school buses

The Pittsyl rani a County Schools offer quality education programs whi ch

meet the needs of all County students In this regard the fact that County
school s compare favorabl y wi th surroundi ng school di visions incl udi ng

Danvill e can be seen from anexami nati on of state reports accreditation
reports and visiti ng commi tteereports for both State and regi onal agenci e s as

well as the State Department of EducatiOn Admi ni strative Rivi ew Reporfs

Evi dence of the qual ity of Pit tsylvani a County School s can also be seen

fro the fact that Pittsylvania County was one of the first school divisions

in its regi on of the State to have all of its school s meet he standards for

accreditation by the Southern Association of Colleges and Sc hoOls

The Pittsy1 vani a County School s foll ow a mi ddl e school concept in

schedul ing sixth and seventh grade students The teachers are either
certified bysubjecta easorare bertifiedfor these grades with expertise in

certain sUbject areas Students change classes and learn how to cope with the

basic curriculum structure of thejuni Or high school while under the

supervision and guidance of the teacher and principal in the familiar small

group setti ng

Comprehensi ve programs are offered in the ei ghth and ni nth grades in a

junior hi gh school setti ng El ective classes are offered in vocational fine

arts and academic subject areas A ricultureScience and Mechanics World of

Const uction and World of Manufactud ng General Business and Home Economics

are among vocational offerings Art inst iiinentalmusi c andvoca 1 music are

offered in the fine arts area A broadrange of academic subjects from

Engl ish math and science including the foreign languages of French Spanish
and Latin are offered to meet the variety of needs of the students Computer
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MAP KEY

MAJOR PUBLIC FACiliTIES
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ALTAVISTA LIFE SAVING CREW
ALTAVISTA SHELTERED WORKSHOP

HURT ELEME TARY SCHOOL
HURT WAYSIDE PARK
HURT VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

HURT POLICE OEPARTMENT
SMITH MOUNTAIN LAKE MARINE VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

GRETNAJUNIOR HI GH SCHOOL

GRETNA POLICE OEPARTME T

GRETNA FIRE DEPARTMENT
RENAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
RENAN VOLUNTEER FI RE DEPARTMENT

MOUNT AIRY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
GRETNA COMMUNITY CENTER
PITTSYLVANIA COUNTY LIBRARY GRETNA BRANCH

GRETNA RESCUE SQUAD
GRETNA HIGH SCHOOL
GRETNA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
CLIMAX VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

CLIMAX ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
CEDARS COUNTRY CLUB
RICEVILLE JAVA 12 VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION RESIDENT ENGINEERS

OFFICE
CENTRAL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
CALLAN OS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
CALLANOSVOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

CHATHAM RESCUE SQUAD
CHATHAM COMMUNITY CENTER
CHATHAM VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT
NATIONAL GUARD ARMORY
PITTSYLVANIACOUNTY SHERIFF S DEPARTMENT

CHATHAM HIGH SCHOOL

PITTSYLVANIA COUNTY EDUCATION AND CULTURAL CENTER AND PLANETARIUM

PITTSYLVANlACDUNTY LIBRARY MAIN BRANCH
PITTSYLVANIACDUNTY COURTHOUSE
CHATHAM ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
CHATHAMiPOLlCE DEPARTMENT

RICEVILLE JAVA nVOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

SPRING GARDE ELE1ENTARY SCHOOL

P ITTSYLVANIA COUNTY VOCATIONAL ANO TECHNICAL SCHOOL

PITTSYLVANIA COUNTY LANDFILL DOG POUND

UNIONHALL ELEMENTARYSCHOOL
WH ITMILL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
TUNSTALL HIGH SCHOOL
TUNSTALL VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT
TUSCARORA COUNTRY CLUB
MOUNT HERMON VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT
SOUD WASTE COMPACTOR STATION
MOUNT HERMONi ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
HUGHES MEMORIAL SCHOOL FOR CH ILDREN
SOUTHSIDE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
BLAIRSJUNIORHIGH SCHOOL
BLAIRS VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

DAN RIVER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
DAN RIVER HIGH SCHOOL

RINGGOLOl2 VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT
KENTUCKELEMENTARYSCHOOL
LA URAL GROVE VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

STONYMILL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
BROSVILLE VOLUNTEERFIRE DEPARTMENT
BROSVILLEi ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
BROSVILLE COMMUNITY CENTER

BACHELORS HALL VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT
PITTSYLVANIA COUNTY SERVICE AUTHORITY OFFICE
PITTSYLVANIA COUNTY SERVICE AUTHORITY WATER STORAGE TANK
MOUNT CROSS vOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT
PITTSYLVANIA COUNTY LIBRARY WESTOVER HILLS BRANCH
WESTOVER HILLS VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT
SOLID WASTE COMPACTOR STATION
PITTSYLVANIA COUNTY SERVICE AUTHORITY WATER BOOSTER STATION
COATES ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
DANV ILLE LIFESAVING AND FIRST AID CREW
GLEN OAK COUNTRY CLUB
GOODYEAR GOLF COURSE
REGIONAL SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANT
VIRGINIA STATE POLICE
GLENWOOD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
DANVILLE MUNICIPAL AIRPORT
RINGGOLD 1VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT
RINGGOLO GOLF CLUB



instruction is provided in each junior high school A wide range of organized
school activitiks and clubs including interscholastic athletics are

sponsored to r provide the students with opportuniti es to develop soci al and

1 eadershi p skill s

In addit ion to the teachiryg acult the cerj tified staff at each junior
high school includes a principal two assistant principals two librarians

and three full time guidance counselors

The seni or hi gh school s of Pittsyl vani a Count are lar ge enough to

provi de programs to meet the needs of the student who plans tO terminate his

fOrmal education with the high school diploma while at the same time

prov iding prog17ams to meet varouS vocational educat ion and academic needs of

the remaining students These vadous programs can be offered in a school

with 800 1200 students while at the same time allowingthe student to

maintain his individual identity The student has an opportunity to become a

part of a school whe17e he is personally known by teachers admin istrative and

guidance personnel

In grades 9 12 the seco ndar schools of Pi ttsylvania Count offer 14

dif e ent coursesin the fine ad s 32different lcourses in the homei school in

vocational education and 54 different classesinj the academic a ea dncluding
three offerings in computer science and four years of two foreign languages
Tn addition to the above courses which are offered inthe home school

P ittsyl vania County has one ofthebest equi ppedand best staffed vocational

educat ion technicah schools in the area with 28 different V ocational

offerings

At the coll egel evel two schools ar e operating to serv e the area

Danville Community College meets the needs otcitizens desiring junior college
type programs as well as the need for vocational or techni cal courses

Averett College located in Danville offers four year programs of study
Memorial Hospital School of Nursing in Danville offers a three year training
program fo Registered Nurses The County is 1 essthan two hourstravel time

from the foll owi ng major universiti es and colleges the Uni versi ty of

Virginia Lynchburg College University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

North Carol ina State University Duke University North Carol ina A T North

Carol inaCo11 ege Winston Sal em State Univ rsity and Wake Forest Uni versity
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Community and adult education has been an integral part of the

Pittsylvania County School System since 1972 when a Mott Foundation Grant was

recei ved to assist in the establishment of this program The program is

staffed by a full time director two full time coordinators and as many part
time personnel as are needed to conduct classes

LIBRARY FACILITIES

The Pittsylvania County Public Library was established in 1940 with the

main library facility located in Chatham The Gretna branch library
estab1 ished in 1965 and housed in a faci 1 i ty owned by the Pittsylvani a County
School Board was taken into the County public library system in 1968 In

June 1981 a third location in the Westover Hills area was opened The

Pittsylvania County public library system is operated by the Library Board of

Trustees composed of ten County residents The Library operates under the

Virginia State Library Standards and has experienced substantial growth with

the addition of 3 000 4 000 volumes per year

The main County li raryin Chatham occupies 3 030 square feet and has

seating for 16adulti and 14 children plus 3 360 linear feet of shelving The

Gretna branch occupies 1 000 square feet and contains 600 rllrlear feet of

shelving and seating capacity for 11 adults and 6 children The Westover

Hills branch library occupies 1 000 square feet and has a 7 800 volume shelf

capacity and seating for 4 adults and 6 children All County libraries have

sufficient ground level parking The t estover Hills library has a ground
level entrance to facilitate use of the libraries by handicapped users

The Chatham library utilizes a section of its chi ldren s department asa

meeting room that can comfortably seat up to 30 For larger meetings and

programs the County library has access to the Agricultural building which can

seat up to 75 adults o r the Cultural Center which has an auditori urn seati ng

up to 550 persons

Pittsy1 vani a County also operates a bookmobile which p ovi des scheduled

stops throughout the COUlltX Thebookmobil e routes were fi rst establ ished in

1940 as aWPA project an transferred to the County library system in 1945

The bookmobi 1 e operates its routes throughout the County three days per
week The bookmobile provides special services to handicapped and shut in

users through home delivery of volumes requested by telephone
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The Pittsylvania County library system has over 56 000 volumes Each

year certain outdated materials arid lolu es are discarded The library system

atlso contains 74 periodicals 8inewspapers 495iil audio rekordings 202

filmstrips 220 microfilms and 64 framed circulating art prints

The Pittsylvaniai CountYPublie librarie s are staffed bylo s fulltime

employee positions These positions include two librarians both of whom hold

ce tificates from the Virginia Board for the Certification of Librarians

There is an additional three hour per weeknight securitYi position To assist

patrons in the use of non printmateria1sthe County Library has a microfilm

reader reader pri nter eight micro fi che readers threefi1mstri p projectors
one 16 mm movie projector one opaque projector tape recorder two tape

players one lens to enlarge print for the visually handicapped one video

recorder three photocopiers for public use three cameras and a circulating
Texas Instruments Microcompute Apple Microcomputers are available for

public use in the library

The County 1 ibrary has ani excell ent genealogy coll ecti on and recei ves
f

both visitors arid mail requestsfrom allover the United States

The Pittsylvania County public lfbrar system has a circulation of

appro imately two vol urnes per capitai per year The County system is available

to any County resident as well as the City residents who reside in the

Westover area County library registrationhas not been limited in duration

but is undergoing revtsionto renewi ngre gistrat ionevery t hree years County
lib aryservi ces are free to all users incl udi ng Cityresidents City
residents not in the Westover area may use the County Vibrary through interi

library loan with the City library

The Pittsylvania County public library conducts asuccessful mini

garten program for children aged 2 1 2 to 5 ears old This program is held

at various locations throughout the County includingWestole Hills Chatham

Gretna and Hurt Approximately 210 chil d enin groups iof10 18 children per

groupparti cipate in this program The program encourages the app eci ation of

books and enhances the picture clue interpretation o thechil dren as an aide

to reading as well as the development of group social skills There is also

a summer reading p ogram fOr school age children
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The library has made an assessment of its future library needs and has

prepared and partially funded a five year plan for expansion of the public
library system This plan calls for the construction of an additional 30 000

square feet of library space distributed among four locations in the County
and an expansion of the headquarters library in Chatham

HEALTH ARE FACILITIES AND SOCIAL SERVICES

Gdod health care facilities are necessary and require large
expenditures Facil iti es providi ng health care to residents i ncl ude Ianville

Memorial and Lynchburg General Hospitals Virginia Baptist Hospital in

Lynchburg and hospitals in Roanoke and Greensboro The Danville Memorial

Hospital contains a total of 500 beds a maternity ward a medical surgical
wing with 90 beds an operating room and offices

The Danvill e Pittsyl vania County Heal th Department in Chatham operates
clinics at Chatham G1enwood and Gretna in the County and in the city of

Danville The Sandy River Medical Health Center a new neighborhood health

facility is being developed in the Anderson Heights community of the Tunstall

District and will be staffed by several doc orsand a staff

The Pittsyl vani a County Heal th Department operates a full range of health

care cl ini cs and informati on servi ces A 1 isti ng of the County s major non

profit organizations providing direct health care related services may be

obtained from the Auxiliary to the Danville Pittsylvania cademy of

t edicine Long tenn health care for invalids and elderly citizens is provided
at the Roman Eagle Nursing Home and Camelot Hall in Danvi 11 e Major medical

centers close to the county include the hospital of the University of

Virginia medical school the Medical College of Virginia in Richmond Baptist
Hospital in Winston Salem and Duke Hospital in Durh m

The County Heal th Department is currentl y drafting a si x year pl an

addressing future plans programs and needs

The County operates a Department of Social Services in Chatham The

services offered through this agency are those designated by the State and

Federal government in the areas of financial assistance and social services

These services incl ude a jobs program emergency services and family crises

intervention meal s program for the elderly elderly recreation and
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transportation assistance and mental health and mental retardation

services Lack o of ice facilities and crowding of case wOrkers and clients

hinders the qual ity of service offered by thi s department

POtICEAND FIRE PROTECTION

The Pittsyl vani a County Sheri ff sDepartment provides law enforcement
1 j i

crimepreventi on and detecti on functi ons throughoutPi tts lvani aiCounty wi th a
tr

compliment of 30 field deputies 21 correctional officers 2 transportation
officers and 2 cooks Of these 39 personnel are SWorn law enfcfr cement

i 1 i

officers In addition to the Sheriff sDepartment there are 22State Police

officers who enforce traffic laws and provide some criminal investigative
1

services in the County Inadditiol1 troopers maintain the peace during labor

disputes such as boycotts and strikes Each of the three townswithi n the

County employ 1 aw enforcement per sonnel wi th the Town of Chatham havi ng four

officers the Town of Gretna three officers and two officers in the Town of

Hurt

he law enforcement offi cers of the Sheri ff s Department are well trai ned

in an facets of cl7ime detection and prevention with many having highly
specialized t aining Otherlae o cementofficers include aGame WaYden

and Alcoholic Beverage Control Officer Patrolling police cars are equippe
with radiosto aid communications andrespo se times throughout the County

Seventeen volunteer fire depa tments and the Smith Mountain Lake Ma rine

Fire Depa17tment providePittsylvan a County residents with fire protection
The Pittsyl vania County Public Service Authority provi des the necessary

storage and pressures through installed hyd ants for fi resuppression

Dwellings located near Authority facilities are in most instances 400 feet

and not more than 500 feet from a fire hydrant In areas where service is

notavai1abTe the volunteer units have portable water supplies in the form of

tank trucks whi ch aredispatched to all fi res with pumper trucks Volunteer

units are dispatched via a system that is manned 24 hours per day To aid

communi cat on and response time the yolunteer units arei nterconnected with

the County Sheriff s Department Calls for assistance made through a local

number are then channel edto volunteers through the use of individual pagers

and or monitors
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II III

Response time for vol unteer units vary dependi ng on the distance away

from the station As shown on the Fire Prevention and Protection Map the

County is divided into 16 service areas Average response times for all

service areas is 7 to 8 minutes The average from any station to the edge of

its service boundary is 7 miles with a 14 minute response time

Activities of the volunteer fire companies are coordinated by the County

Administrator who serves as the Pi ttsyl vani a County Emergency Services

Coordinator The vol nteer fire companies own their own stations and

equipment and are subsidized by the County in an amount up to 1 500 each

year This subsidy is called a reimbursable matching fund wherein each

volunteer fire company that raises 1 500 from its own fund raising efforts in

one calendar year is reimbursed 1 500 from County funds In addition the

County reimburses each volunteer fire company for the operating costs of its

vehicles fire statons and insurance costs A list of volunteer fire

compani es the number of vol unteers who man each fi re company and each

company s equipment follow

NO OF
PERSONNEL

12

NAME OF COMPANY

Bachelors Hall

Bl airs 26

Brosv lle 27

Callands 34

EQUIPMENT

1963 pumper 500gpm SOO 1TontctPa ti ty
1974 tanker 1 250 alloncapacity and can

pump at 350 gpm

1977 pumper 750 gallon capacity pumps at
750 gpln

1962 tanker with 1 500 gallon capacity
pumps at 250 gpm

1968 4 wheel drive 1 1 2 ton brush jeep
1983 tanker 1 200 gallon tank capacity

pumps at A50 gpm
1978 Utility ruck

1957 pumper 500 gallon capacity SOO gpm
1960 tanker 1 000 gallon capacityI2 000

gpm
1978 1 000 gallon tanker

1948 pumper 350 gallon capacity
1952 tanker 1 800 gallon capacity
1967 tanker 1 000 gallon capacity
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Chatham

Climax

Gretna

Hurt

Lau el Grove

Mt Gross

Mt Hermon

Ri ceville Ja va

Ringgold

Smith Mountain Lake

20

22

31

31

24

17

38

27

55

Two 750 gpm pumpers
1 200 gall on tanker
250 gpm mi i pumpe
250 gpm brush t uck
75ifoot ladder platform

250 gpmpumpel7 1 200 gallon capacity Tank
t uck with fa 9 horsepower portatJl e

pump 1 000 gallon capacity

1977 pumpe 750gpm 1 000gall on tank
1981 tanker with pOl7table pump nd 1 500

gallon tank
1961 ta ke SOD gpml OOOgall orltank
1973 brusht uck with portab1elp mpand

200 gall10ntank

1968 pumpei 500 gallon tankh150gpm
1972tanket I 000 gallon taryk4300 gpm
1982 truck to hol d equi pment t

and men
1977 ta kelf l 250ga11 0 taitkh300 gpm
1979 ta ket 250 gallontankA300 gpm

1 tanker

1977 Tat1ke truck 1 250 gal Ton capacity
pumps at 350gpm

1973 Pu pe 500 gallon capacity pumps
at 750Pgpm

1969 750 gpmpumper 500 gallon capacit
1975 tanker1 250 gall on capacilty pumps

at 3501gpm
1977 mini pumper 260 gallon capacity

350 gpm

1969 pU pe 1 200 gallons
1974 pumpe17 1 200 gallons
1952 br shtruck 300 gallons

1964 pumper tanker 1 000 gallon capacity
pumps at 550 gpm

1977 pumper tanker 800 gallon capacity
pumps at 350 gpm

1983 Chevrolet 750 gpm750 gallon
capacity

1979 4wheel dri veminipumper
1971 Chevrolet tanker 1 000 gallon

capacity
pumps at 350 gpm

1977 Utility truck

Twomarin fire boats
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Westover Hill s 39

Pumper 1 000 gpm750 gallon capacity
Tanker 300 gpm l OOO gallon capacity

1957 pumper 500 gpm 500 gallon tank

11961
tanker 20 gpm l 200 gallon tank

1975 4 wheel dr1 ve brush truck 225 gpm
250 gallon tank

1978 tanker 225 gpm l 250gallon tank

1969 utility truck

Tunstall 23

FIRE 11NSURANCE CLASSIFICATION

1he State Insurance Services Office assigns a rate to determine fire

protect on insurance premi urns for households in a community Theeva1 uation

by the 1 S 0 grades a community s fire system by taking into account the

following criteria 1 water s upply 2
1

fire department 3 fire

communications and 4 fire safety control The I1 S 0 rating is basedon a

scale from 1 to 10 for comparison with pther fire protection systems A

rating ofl represents the best with 10 being the least effective The scale
I

representS an indication of a system s ability to defend against the major

fire which may be expected in any given community The 1S 0 rating for the

County varies from 8 to 10 depending on the location

Four vol unteer rescue squads prov de emergency first aid and lifesavi ng

servi ces to citizens of Pittsylvani a County These rescue squads are located

in Gretna Chatham Danville and Altavista The Altavista unit serves part of

Campbell County as well as northern Pittsyl vani a County

The Danville Chatham and Gretna volunteer rescue squads are subsidized

by Pittsylvania County to the extent of 4 000 per year while the Altavista

squad receives 2 000 per year

The Danville Rescue Squad serves the City of Danville and s composed of

vol unteerswhol ive in Pittsyl va ni a County and the City of Danvi 11 e It has

ten emergency vehicl es one of wh ch was purchased by the County at a cost of

35 000 and donated to the rescue squad The volunteers also raise money for

operating costs from their own fund raising activities

Serving the central portion of the County are 35 members of the Chatham

Rescue Squad In addi ti on to the equi pment requi red by the State of Vi rgini a

the unit operates three ambulances
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Provi di ng rescue and fi rst ai d se vices to the northernsecti on of the

County is the GretnaRescue Squad Jhi s organization of 22 volunteers

operates one crash truck one util ity truck and one ambul ance in the

performance of duties

tifeguard10in Dariville responds to emergencJ calls in the County

SHOPPING FACILITIES

Commerci al development in the County is occurri ng on the peri phery of

towns and the City of Danville The greatest concentratio of commed ial

development is along major routes of commerce such as U S Route 58 U S

Ro ute 29 U S Ro ute 360 and State Ro ute 40 The amount and intens ity 0 f

commercial development in outlying areas of the County is limited and

therefore the major shopping and commercial center for the County is in and

around the City ofDanville There are eight different shopping ceritersandya

regi onal shopping center in and around the CitY Of Danville The Towns of

Chatham Gretna and Hurt ay be consdered commerci a1 shoppi ng a eas for th
i

central and northern parts of the County

A potenti a1 weakness i n the local economy exi sts in the aria of retail

saleL The tabulated dataon Tab1 e 12 in theE onomics section shows that the

County s sales have historically been 30 to 35 percent of the comparable
fi guresfor the City of Danvill e TheCountis parti cularl weak in the area

of retail servi ces and in the area of 1 ar ge retail purchases for such things
as apparel automoti ve items and furni shings The County s retail market i s

stronger in the area of convenience and small retail purchasessuchas food

The low value of retail sales in the County indicates the traditional reliance

of County residents on the retail establishments in the City of Danville
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TABLE NO 1

1984 RETAIL SALES

Danvil 1 e Pittsylvania County

Total Retail Sales
Food

Eating and Drinking Places
General Merchandise

Furniture Appli ances

Automotive

Drug

Sales
000 Percent

338 366 76
81 499 72
27 915 74
34 731 87
14 359 84
86 241 81
15 794 78

Sales
000 Percent

109 001
31 060

9 805
5 189
2 761

20 369
4 565

24
28
26
13
16
19
22

Source 1985 Survey ofBuyin Power

HISTORIC AND CULTURAL FACILITIES

i Pi ttsyl vani a County possesses a number of si tes that are of hi stori c and

cultural significance as shown on the Historic and Cultural Features Map The

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission has designated histo ic sites as areas

to preserve and protect Historic features such as Yates Tavern at Gretna and

the Cl erk soffi ce at Call ands have both historical and architectural

significance to the community Another historic landmark is the Pittsylvania

County Courthouse and has just had a major restoration to its courtroom The

Pittsyl vania Cultural Center in Chatham houses both a Planetarium and Science

Museum

Arts programs and facilities in Danville also serve the cultural pursuits

of county residents Averett College in Danvi1le is one such facility

providing arts and culture The school s Averett Players provide many of the

d ama productions in the area They regularly produce several plays each

year The AverettSingers provide entertainment for the Danville Pittsylvania

County area performing on campus for local audiences throughout the year

Publ ic eventsincl udi ng 1 ectures and concerts are well attended by

enthusiastic residents

When planning for future growth and development it is imperative to

recogni ze the un que qual iti es of both hi stori c and cultural areas Al though
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MAP KEY

PITTSY UVANIA COUNTY

HISTORIC AND CULTURAL FEATURES

NOTE NUMBERS IN PARENTHESES ARE VIRGI1IA HISTORIC LANO 1ARrS COM 1ISSION

REFERENCE NUMBERS

1 CLEMENT HILL 71 9

2 WARDS TAVERN KITCHEN 71 72

3 CHILES COOK GRAVES HOUSE 71 71

4 JOHN FITZPATRICK HOUSE 71 70

5 GRASTY HOUSE 71 17

6 BROWN S TAVERN 71 73

7 RICHARD WHITEHEAOHOUSE 71 B3

8 JEREMIAH TALBOTT HOUSE 71 79

9 YATES TAVERN 71 60

10 PEGRAM HADEN HOUSE 71 61

11 KERBY HOUSE 71 43

12 KEESEE GRUBB HOUSE 71 44

13 MOSES HUBBARO HOUSE 71 45

14 ARNN STORE 71 1

15 FIRST PITTSYLVANIA COUNTY CLERK S OFFICE 71 19

16 MORMON HOUSE 71 24

17 CAB IN NEAR SWANSON S MILL 71 84

lB CLE11EKT S PLACE 71 B5

19 MOSES HUBBARD HOUSE 71 45

20 SWANSON HOUSE 71 42

21 CALLAKD HousE 71 40

22 OLD JAIL 71 21

23 GRIFFITH DICKENSOK HOUSE 71 47

24 SHARSWOOO 71 33

25 GLASS FARSOK HOUSE 71 4B

26 MUSTAIK YOUNGER HOUSE 71 59

27 WOMACK ROCK HOUSE 71 51

2B THOMAS B JOKES HOUSE 71 55

29 JONES HOUSE 71 22

30 OLD HARGRAVES PLACE 71 19

31 COLES HILL 71 10

32 CHERBOURG COTTAGE 71 7
33 PINEVILLE 71 32

34 ELDON 71 15

35 PITTSYLVANIA COUNTY CLERKS OFFICE 197 2

36 HUGH WEIR HOUSE 197 5

37 PITTSYLVAKIA COUKTY COURTHOUSE 187 7
38 BLUE COTTAGE 197 1

39 MOREA OUE1CUS MAKOR 187 4

40 BELLE GROVE 71 4

41 LITTLE CHERRYSTONE 71 36

42 CA8ELL SHELTOK HOUSE 71 BO

43 RACHEL JACKSOK BIRTHPLACE

44 CAIIOY HOUSE 71 30

45 ELKHORK 71 16

46 ANDERSOK DOUBLE HOUSE 71 49

47 MAKK EASLEY KITCHEK 71 50

48 PEYTONSBURG

49 iI00DLAWK 71 37
50 ROBERT CLOYTOK HOUSE 71 66

51 VADEN KITCHEN 71 58

52 ROCK HOUSE 71 82

53 OAKLAND 71 28

54 MOUNTAIN VIEW 71 25

55 GILES ROCK HOUSE 71 57

56 SAMUEL HARRIS 11 71 41

57 MINTER POSSUM TROT 71 86

58 8EAVERS TAVERN KITCHEN 71 3

59 REAVES MILL

60 ANOERSON TAVERN 71 65

61 BACHELOR S HALL 71 2

62 BENT OAKES 71 5

63 M ICHEAUX 71 23

64 WIKDSOR 71 35

65 BERRY HILL 71 6

66 OAK S HILL 71 11

67 HOUSE 103 7

68 SITE OF DANV1LLE TECHKICAL IKSTITUTE 108 9

69 CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANY l09 1

70 HOUSE 10B 2

71 DIX MOTLEY THOMAS HOUSE 71 63

72 GRAVES ROCK STILL HOUSE

73 PITTSYLVANIA COUNTY CULTURAL CENTER



these areas do not necessaril y pr ecl udedevel opment effort shoul d be made to

protect them f om destruction or deterioration The location of Historic and

Cultural Features are illustrated on the adjacent map

RECREATIONAL FACILITIES

The County is fortunate in that substantial portions of the beautiful

Smith No untalOn Lake 12 000 ac es and LeeSVille lake 3 400 acres recreation

areas are 1 ocatedwi thi n the northwest area of the County These uni que
scenic areas provide a wealth of recreational activities including boating
sw imming fishing canoeing w ter skiing and camping In addition to these

facili ti es the Appalachi an Power Company owns property at Leesvill e Lake

near Smith Mountai n Dam whi ch is open to the publi c for recreational

activities The 2 710 acre White Qqk Mountain Wildlife Preserve and Smith

Mountain Refuge are located in the County and maintained by the U S

Department of Interior Here people can observe and enjoy wildlife in its

natural habitat

i

Pittsylvania County Wayside Park a 53 acrei tract is locatednea the

Town of Hurt El khorn Park an area developed by Dan River Inc is the

County s largest private park covering 604 acres Several companies maintain

private recreational facilities which are made avail ableto their employees
and their guests

The County does not havea Recreati on Departmentres ponsi bl e to the

citizens of the County for the development of opportunities for leisure

pursui ts and establ ishi hg guidel ines for prog17ams whi ch meet the needs and

interestsof the County residents However the County does have a

comprehensive summer recreation program sponsored and operated by the school

board and school personnel All types of athletic programs including
softbal1 volleyball soccer and basketball are included as well as a number

of other recreational programs All of the County high schools and junior

high schools as well as the elementary schools are utilized for these summer

programs The gymnasiums in the County schools are open all day during the

summer for recreational programs
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INVENTORY OF EXISTING CONDITIONS ANNEXATION EFFECTS

Most of the development in the County has occurred around the City of

Danville the area Danville sought for annexation A three judge panel ruled
I

in mid February that the ar1eas of Glenwood Westover and Bradley Road and the

1 and between the City s southern boundary and NorthCaroli na woul d be part of

the City Of Danville at midnight December 31 1986 This annexation is

subject to appeal

The areas to be annexed comprise 28 24 square miles of territory an

estimated 9 890 persons 1 652 public school students in average daily

membership and 232 4 million in local property tax assessables Percentage

wise the transfer from the County to the City are as follows 1 2 79

percent of the total area 2 14 89 percent of the total population 3 13 3

percent of the publi school admisstons and 4 19 0 percent of the assessed

propert values

Public facilities in the area to be annexed include 1 Coates

Elementary School 2 Glenwood El ementarySchool and 3 the Westover Branch

Library I

The industries that will be transferred from the County to the City

include 1 Corning Glass Works 2 Southern Processors 3 Dibrell

Brothers 4 P Lorillard 5 U S Gypsum and 6 Goodyear Tire and Rubber

The transfer from the County to the City will have along term

demogra phic and economi c impact on the County The County must accommodate

for that change in an orderly and efficient manner

Loss of existing and potential development and the weakening of both the

Service Authority and the County s financial position will combine to have a

profound detrimental impact on the remaining po tion of the County

A signi ficant portion of the annexation area is either setved with water

and sewer facilities by the Pittsylvania County Service Authority or is

covered by projects whi ch are funded and pl anned for install atton in the near

future

The following map shows the ecommended area to be awarded to Danvtll e by

court order as being currently drawn
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SECTION VI
ESTIMATING FUTURE IJAND

USE i AND SERVI E NEEDS
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ESTIMAtING FUTURE LAND USE AND SERVICE NEEDS

Two projection techni ques have been used to estimate the 1 and use needs

of the County The first linear extrapolation projected the County s

population to the year 2005 by assuming that past population growth trends

will continue into the future The second technique constant shares

projected 1984 employment according to national trends to calculate the future

population

The following section details both techniques and displays their

results The section also brings to light the basic assumptions and the

strengths and weaknesses inherent in each technique For instance

extrapolation assumes that past trends will continue into the future while

constant shares assumes that the exfsting proportions of employment in local

industries will be in proportion to natfo nal employment levels

Both assumptions may be in alid under certain conditions howeve there

is no evidence to suggest that other assumptions may be more alid In

addition the similarity of result cal ulated by each technique lends support
to each basicprem ise To explain why this is so suppose employment
decreases in the County because of fi rms taking advantage of cheaper labor

el sewhere or of other processes which reduce labor requi rements Then past
population increases would probably not continue since residents would move

out in search of new employment opportunities Thus past population trends

may be inappropriate to use for projecting future land use needsl
A way to ascertain if such an assumption is valid would be to address

employment directly The constant shares technique does so by assuming that

1 oca1growth will approximate anticipated national growth in selected

industries Again such an assumption coul drender inaccura e results if

local industry shifts do not remain in proportion to natronal levels

However since one of the major determinants of plant location is an available
I

and experienced labor supply firms will move into or expand in the area at

a rate that wi 11 not signi fi cantl y exceed the already avai 1 able workforce

Thus constant shares estimates are supported by the historical population
trends in the area

As was alluded to above the results of both techniques were remarkably
similar lending support to the relationship outlined above and the accuracy

of each technique
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LINEAR EXTRAPOLATION

The first technique linear extrapolation p ojected the County s

population to the y ear2005 by assuming that past population growth tlerids

will co ti ueinto
t

e utu e heltech ique p Ojected l theo eral opul tio

of Pit1s lvania Cou t i a d Dan ill e biVtting a 1 east squares regression
line to census data dati g back to 1930 see Table 1 and Table 5 The

resulting least squares line fit past data points extremely well indicating
that past rates of growth show ithat the County Danville andl the Danville SMSA

are interdependent ee Figure 1

To allocate projected 1990 thlough 2005 populations between the County
and Danville each locality s pl7oportion to the oyerall population total was

averaged over the past sixty years see Table 2 Due to the effects of

annexations awarded over the yea s each a erage s standa d dev iation was

somewhat large further indicating the interdependence of the region

Interdependency is the key factor in determining the existence and

relati vestrength of communities of interest The interdependency that

created this community ofi nt est concerns theCi ty s role as centerOf

medical cultural pl7ofessional govel nmenta1 and non basic activities and

trade for the MSA

Least squares regressi on and standa d devi ati on are stati sti ca1

techniques used to project the future population Least squares regression
uses a seriesof data poi ntstomathematicall ydraw the best fi tti ngJ ineon a

gl7aph The high standard deviation indicates that this projection is the most

likely result

The overall population of the County anti Danville wasProjected ather

than just the County s popul ati on in order to mi ti gate the effects of boundary
constra ints on popuT ati on dataGrowth has occurred in the Danvill e urban

area however it has not been 17eflected in population data because 1 growth has

occurred outside the City s existing boundades If Danvillewas able to

expand its boundaries to encoll1passnew development then population data would

reflect this growth To overcome this problem in the data a method had to be

devised to reflect actual population tlfends in Danville rather than trends

conveyed by jurisdictional boundaries
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TABLE NO 1

ACTUAL AND PROJECTED POPULATIONS FOR PITTSYLVANIA AND DANVILLE1

1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 1995 2000 2005

Pittsylvania 61 424 61 697 66 096 58 296 58 789 66 147 66 592 66 913 67 235 67 556

Danville 22 247 32 749 35 066 46 57L 46 391 44 642 51 245 53 487 55 565 57 894

Total 83 671 94 446 101 162 104 873 105 180 111 789 117 837 120 400 122 800 125 450

1 U S Census Bureau 1930 1980 Projections 1990 2005
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TABLE NO 1

ACTUAL AND PROJECTED POPULATIONS FOR PITTSYLVANIA AND DANVILLE1

1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 1995 2000 2005

Pittsylvani a 61 424 61 697 66 096 58 296 58 789 66 147 66 592 66 913 67 235 67 556

Danvill e 22 247 32 749 35 066 46 577 46 391 44 642 51 245 53 487 55 565 57 894

Total 83 671 94 446 101 162 104 873 105 180 111 789 117 837 120 400 122 800 125 450

1 U S Census Bureau 1930 1980 Projections 1990 2005
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FIGURE 2

POPULATION TRENDS OVER BASE

DANVILLE BASE POPULATION
O NVILLE SMSA BASE POPULATION
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The proportioning technique is su h methbd for it assumes that during
the period between its 1932 and 1951 annexations through 1960 Danville had

ampl e amount of vacant devel opab1 eland in which to grow By observi ngthe
City s rate of growth in proportion to the County s overall rate of growth
during that period one could determine a trend between development occurring
to the County and development occurring to the City As shown in Table No

Danvill e grew at a rate that remai ned consistentl y proporti oned to the overall

population in the County Since 1960 however when the City was precluded
from annexation except for a few citizens petitions its population leveled

not due to stagnation but from the lack of available developable land see

Figure 2 Oanvi1le s lack of developable land may be due to its choice to

develop at low density single family homes on individual lots over much of

the 1 and that has been avail abl e to it instead of mul ti family homes on

tracts

Strenqths and Weaknesses of thb Linear Extrapolatnon Technique
As evidenced from the above explanation of the extrapolation methodology

the technique is extremely simple This simplicity enhances projection
resul ts for it reduces the effects ofcompoundi ng errors i e errors whi ch

compound due to mi ss peci fi cati on at each step Ta ki ng into account the

effects of annexation the technique s projections are similar in the County
and in the City when combined into a single population figure

The technique s use of past conditions to predict the future can be

considered a drawback because of its lack of theoretical validity For

instance casual factors such as changes in the local economy are not

recognized by the technique s assumptions

CONSTANT SHARES

The second techni que constant shares projected future employment in

selected local industries to remain in constant proportion to national

employment in these same industri es Thus future local empl oymentl evel sin

the Countyhavebeen estimated by multiplying existing levels witl1 the

projected national rate of change see Table 3
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TABLE NO 3

EMPLOYMENT GROWTH B SECTOR
1985 2005

Employment Sector
Projected

Growth Rate

Servi ces

Finance Insurance and Real Estate
Who1 esal e iRetail Trade
Durable Goods Manufactul7ing
Transpo tation Communication and

Public Utilities
Construction Mining
StatesandLocal Go ernment

Non durable Goods Malufac turing

2 9
2 6
1 9
1 2

1 1
1 0
0 7

0 4

Source u S Department of Labor

Nati onal projecti ons used to estimate the County s future employment 1we e

calculated to the year 2005 Results of the constant shares Pl7ojectionslwith
and without the 1986 annexation are shown on Table 4 and Table 5

Since constant shares projected employment using national conditions

local economic conditions are not recognized this is a major shortcomingJtof
the methodology and is di scussed in deta i1 later on in the strengths iand

weaknesses of thetechnfque

As was exp1 ai ned in the precedi ng section theextrapo1 ati on techni que

ignored the effect of location constrai ntsdue to political boundal7ies
Unfortunately the employment data used in constant shares analysis did not

date back far enough to enable trend analysis Therefore existing employment
levels in the County had to be used as the basis for projection
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TABLE NO 4

PITTSYLVANIA COUNTY 1984 2005

County Projected National Projected National

Employment Annual Growth Rate Annual Growth Rate
Emolovment Sector 1984 1984 1985 1985 1990 1987a 1990 1995 2000 1QQL

Agri culture 77 77 77 71 71 77 71

Construction 774 2 4 0 8 793 506 518 539 562 585
Hholesale Trade 236 18 19 240 139 147 162 178 195
Reta i1 Trade 1 620 18 19 1 649 933 988 1 087 1 197 1 318
Finance Insurance and Real Estate 134 2 1 2 6 137 84 90 104 118 134

Manufacturing 7 986 1 1 0 9 8 074 3 476 3 572 3 737 3 910 4 090
Durab 1 e 2 470 1 3 12 2 512 1 081 1 088 1 133 1 203 1 278
Nondurable 5 516 0 8 0 4 5 562 2 395 2 484 2 604 2 707 2 812

Transpgrtation and Public Utilities 286 1 1 1 1 289 195 202 237 250 264
t

Mining 1 1 11 270 330 390 450
Services 786 2 7 2 11 807 742 790 879 978 r087
Government 1 960 0 9 0 5 1 978 1 921 1 952 2 004 2 057 2 112

w Federal 107 107 100 100 100 100 100
j

Local 1 647 12 0 7 1 667 1 607 1 664 1 709 1 757 1 805

TOTAL 13 859 17 15 14 044 8 073 8 606 9 156 9 717 10 312

a 1986 annexation will transfer 6 construction firms 11 manufacturing firms 1 transportation firm 23 wholesale firms 65 retail firms and 3
finance insurance and real estate firms from the County to the City

b
Pending Marline Corporation s federal and state application approval for uranium extraction

Note Without annexation employment projections follow 1990 14 606 1995 15 593 2000 16 648 2005 17 774

Source Virginia Employment Commission U S Department of Labor nd County of Pittsylvania Annexation Proceedings 1985 Study Areas



TABLE NO 5

POPULATION PROJECTION COMPARISONS

Virginia Depal7tment ofl Planning and
BudqetinQ

Pittsyl vani a

1985 1990 1995 2000 2005

66 600 68 797 70 553

44 400 43 281 42 401

111 000 112 078 112 954

Extrapolation Technique2
1985 1990 1995 2000 2005

58 370 66 592 66 913 67 235 67 556

55 943 51 245 53 487 55 565 57 894

114 313 117 837 120 400 122 800 125 450

Constant Share Technique3

Danvi 11 e

Total

Pittsylvani a

DanviTl e

Total

66 000

1990

69 378

1995

71 067

2000 20051985

Pittsylvani a

Danville

73 300 75 700

Total

1 Commonwealth of irginia Department of Planning and Budgeting Population
Projecti ons Update March 1986

2 Extrapol ati onProjecti ons Note Based on past annexation trends

Adjusted for annexati on

3 Constant Shares Projections Note Based on national employment trends

Note These findings indicate that the ipopu1ation increase wil l be

approximatel y 9 000 over theperci od from 1985 2005
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Constant shares results incorporated an optimistic outlook for all

sectors despite there being no such large scale employment in the County

Totalempl oyment is projected to increase by 28 percent from 1987 to 005

employment in the manufacture of durable goods will increase by 18 percent and

the greatest increase will come in insurance finance and real estate at 59

percent increase This projection s theoretical validity is limited since

local economic conditions are not recognized due to the assumption of constant

proportion More than likely much of the 59 percent increase in insurance

finance and real estate will probably occur in the Danville commercial hub of

the region Durable goods and the finance insurance and real estate group

are in different economic sectors manufacturing or basic versus services or

non basic The difference between the two are discussed in greater detail in

the Economics section of the Inventory

CONVERSION OF PROJECTION RESULTS

Once futureempl oyment levels were estimated needed commercial and

industrial ac eageswere determined by using existing ratios of employees per

acre found in both uses Of course such ratios can fluctuate significantly
due to the employment needs of particular industries or commercial

establishments but most likely existing ratios are justified see Table 6

TABLE NO 6

CONVERSION OF POPULATION AND EMPLOYMENT INTO LAND USE ACREAGES

Residentialb
Commercial
Industri al
Publ ic and Semi Publ ic

Popul ation P
Employment E

2005

9 000 p

570 E
683 E

9 000 P

Conversion
Mul ti p1 iera Acres

0 3
0 1
0 1
0 1

2 700
171
205
900

3 975

a Based on local standards
b Based upon popul ati on projecti on
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According to this projection an additional 3 976 acres or 6 2 square miles

will be de el oped in the County by the year 2005 Thi s is a small percentage
of the total area of the County but couTd be very costly without the adoption
of ordinances to prevent isol1ated and scattered development In the long un

development costswoul d increase the financial burden of the County i fitiwas
torensure that public utilityservices are availab1e to residents in those

subdivision areas outside of the defined growth areas

Nodal development will concentrate urban and sLlburban land usesi n

existing growth areas The encouragement of nodal deV elopment is sound

planning practice for not only does it protect farmland it also conserves

financial resources by reducing infrastructure and service delivery costs

Growth will take place primarily in the following nodal areas over the

planning period from 1985 to 2005

Chatham
Gretna
Hurt Motley
Mount Herma n Blairs
Mount Cross

Ringgold

The growth areas a re a e as whe e urban and suburban land us es afe eAcou aged
to locate and where the servi ces necessary to support these types of

development are or will be provided Jhe emphasis in the growth areas is on

the development of employment and corrime ci al centers and the development of

residential uses that require urban type service areas

The remainder of the County outside of the growth areas is primarily
rural in character and is not expected to be needed to accommodate growth

anticipated over the planriingperiod Agricultural forestry mineral

resource extraction l ow density residential and supporti ngcommercial uses

are encouraged to l ocate in the rural a eas

The separation of urban and rural areas encouragestheeconOmical and

efficient delivery of public services and a greater sensitivity to

env ironmental constraints to development while accommodating population growth
and increased economic activity

Growth in the environmentally sensitive area of the Smith Mountaini Lake

region is one of the major issues with which the County must deal The

following general guidelines are provided
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Due to the poor soil suitability all summer homes or condominiums must

be served by central water and sewerage

Adopt regulations to avoid construction on unstable slopes and soils

Adopt a zoning ordinance and enforce it

Lot sizes should be between 1 3 to 5 acres

Ideally development around the lake will be encouraged to take place in

cl usters and be served by central water systems and central ized wastewater

treatment in the form of central septic systems employing mass drainfields

In cases where the mass drainfield concept is not utilized it is advised that

c6unties and sanitarians require strict adherence to regulations regarding the

drainfield to water distances for individual on site septic systems

Strenqths ndWeaknesses of the Constant Shares Technique

As compared with the other more sophisticated linear ext apolation

technique severalempi ri cal studies havedetermi ned that the constant shares

methodology is superiori in accurately predicting future conditions This is

prObably due to its sil1pli city which like extrapolation methods avoids the

prOblem of compounding errors Unlike extrapolation methods however the

technique has a theoreticaL basis for it relies on national projections which

recognize economic casual factors The amount of theoretical validity is

1 imi tedthough sincelocal economic conditions are not recogni zed due to the

assumption of constant proportion

I 141



o

SECTION VII
I

FeRMULATIONANDEVAt i1UATION
OF DEMELP ENT LTtRNATIVESI

I

111111111111 1111 1111111 11111 II III 1 11 III I III t I 11 I II 1111111 II I II I 1111 1111 I II 1111 111111 111 1111 I 1111111 III



FORMULATION AND EVALUATION OF DEVELOPMENT ALTERNATIVES

Two Development A1 ternati ves or options are identi fi ed after

consideration of existing environmental constraints and growth determinants

The two alternatives differprima ily in the degree of control exercised over

land use The first alternative is basically a continuation of the County s

present policies It is reactive in nature and is therefore termed

sprawl With the sprawl alternative there is wasted or
leapfrogged

acreage that leads to a higher gross acreage utilization of land across the

sprawl areas and that this wasted or underutilized area leads to the

inefficiencies cited The second alternative exercises more land use

control is proactive and therefore termed nodal The nodal alternative

emphasizes the concentration of urban and suburban land uses in nodes or

clusters The number of people and net amount of land devoted to various land

uses is the same in each alternative The primary difference between the

alternatives is the amount of control exercised over the various land uses and

the resulting differences in the gross amount of land involved in

development The difference which has iimportant implications concerning the

environmental impact of development and the cost of service delivery
underlies the decision regarding which alternative best achieves the County s

development goal s The s x development goals envi ronmental impacts and

service delivery costs associated with each development alternative are

discussed in the Evaluation of Alternatives

SPRAWL ALTERNATIVE

The Sprawl Alternati ve considers the 1 ikel y pattern of futuredevel opment
if existing development patterns and local land use policies continue With

little planning or land use controls future development patterns will

generally be near primary and secondary roads with a lesser influence from

existi nguti 1 ity systems

With the majority of existing development in the County occurring in the

area around Danville Chatham Gretna and Hurt future development is likely
to continue to sprawl along U S 29 The density of growth between these

centers will not be sufficient in the near future to allow fora cost

effective merger of water and wastewater systems and development must be
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accompl ished on an individual community basis Many of the wooded and

agri cultural ajeas in thi s path of deyelopment wi 11 be converted to

residential and commercia1 uses w ith a lotof open space between use s

With the Sprawl Alternatile esidential commercial and industrial land

uses will scatte throughout a large spar sely i developed area This

leapfrog patternwill push dev e l pment fu ther in o the County and result in

a larger area being required tdsupport the same amount of development

NODAL ALTERNATIVE

The Nodal AltelRnative represents an alternative to changing the existing
development pattern This al ternati verepresents the Ii ke1 y pattern of future

development shoul dthe County choose to pl ai for and exerci sesigni fi cant

control over growth and 1 arid use As aresLll tot pl anni ng for growth the

determinants of development posed by steep slopes floodplains and major
roadways are expanded to include the land use regul a ti onsadopted by the

County to implement its controlled or pl annedpattern of development These

regulations may include a future land use plan zoning subdivision

ordi nances and designatedservi ce del i very areas and service standards

Like the Sprawl Alternative theNd a1 Alternati ve accommodates future

development in existing growth areas Unlike the Sprawl Alternative however

the Nodal Alternative concentrates urban and suburban land uses thus

increasing the value of open space and reducing the amount of land required to

support development In additi on the Nodal Alternati ve protects agri cultul a1

and wooded areas from costly urban and suburban development The Nodal

Alternative concentrates the majority of future development in six nodes or

service aneas Three development nodes surround Danville one is Chatham one

is Gretna and one is in the Hudarea The developed area around Danville is

expected to capture the most development These areas include Ri nggo1d
Mount Hermon Bl ai rs and Mount Cross Brosvill e All the other developed areas

in the County woul d experi ence some new development These areas i ncl ude

Hurt Gretna and Chatham

The Nodal Alternative channe1sfutlJr e development away from steep slopes
floodplains and agricultural areas and toward the development nodes or

service areas Development that requires urban services would be encouraged
to locate in the development nodes or growth areas Residential commercial
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and industrial land uses would be clustered or concentrated in the development
nodes or designated sites while large areas of agricultural land and open
space would remain less intensely developed asa result of clustering urban

and suburban land uses

EVALUATION OF ALTERNATIVES

Table No 1 presents a method for evaluating the two Alternatives Each

al ernative is rated according toitsfelative impact on negative and positive
factors The rating factors are considered important to theachievement of

the general development goal s The rating method does not imply that the

factors are equal in impactor in importance to goal achievement Determining
the relative importance of the rating factors requi res val ue judgements not

included in this evaluation The purpose of this method is solely a

comparison of the alternatives based on the factors identified This and
sirnilar methods generally confirm what is already intuitive knowledge
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TABLE NO 1

EVALUATION OF ALTERNATI ES

Ratinq Factor
Sprawl

Al ternative
Nodal

Alternative

NEGATIVE FACTORS

Loss of Agricultu al Land and Open Space
Air Pollution
Water Poll ution
Land Developme tCosts
Land Regulation Costs

o o

POSITIVE FACTORS
Encroachment on Criti ca 1 Envi ronmenta 1

Areas
Effi ciencYi ofv Serice Del i yery
Compatibility of Adjoining L ndUses

Economically Balanced Mix of Land Uses
LandOwner Independence
Enhancement of Property Values

Anticipation of Population Change and
Development 0 0

5 5TOTAL

Rating of represents most desired impact
Rating of rep esents least desired impact
Rati ng of 0 nepresents littl e difference between impacts

Loss of Aq icultura1 Land and Open Spaces

The scattered development associated w ith the Sprawl Alternativewill

bring more land into potentially active use More agricultural land and

vacant land will be subject to deve10pmentwith the Sprawl Alternative than

with the Nodal Alternative The Nodal Alternative concentrates urban and

suburban land uses and discou ages developmentof agricultural land

Air Pollution

The primary sources ofair pollution are the emi ssionsof automobiles and

variousindustrial processes Since the alternatives as sume the same amount

of Ievelopment the amount of iTldustria1 air pollutants would not differ

signi fi cantlybetween the alternatives Differences in the amount of

automobile emissions between the alternatives is primarily a function of
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distances and travel times Concentrati g urban and suburban development may
reduce distances travelled by automobiles but it may also increase congestion
and therefore increase travel times Given the populati on increase and

density projected over the planning period mass transit will not be a

realistic solution for significantly reducing travel times and traffic

congestion in the Nodal Alternative A significant difference between the

impacts of thedevel opment alternatives concerning air pollution indicates

that the poll utionwill be concentrated in the nodal areas

Water Pollution

The Nodal Alternative assumes that more homes and businesses will be

served by a central sewage treatment system whi ch may reduce poll ution of

ground water by septi c fail ures iOn the other hand those not served by a

sewage treatment system in the Nodal Alternative will be located in a more

concentrated area and may increase pollution of ground water by septic
failure

The increased development control s of the Nodal Al ternatiVe will

contribute to a reduction in the sediment erosion due toconstr ction

acti vities and therefore reduce surface water poll uti on Concentrating
developmentwill also concentrate the erosion that does occur however itmaYr
increase surface water pollution in certain areas Due to these conflicting
influences the impacts of theal ternati ve development scenarios concerning
water pollution are not distinquished

Land Development Costs

The Nodal Alternative will concentrate the supply of devel opabl e 1 and and

therefore land costs for development will increaseAdditional land use

regulations and development proposalrevi ew processeswiTl also increase costs

to the developer The Sprawl Alternative therefore has the lowest land

development cost in the short run to the developer but in the long run would

iIIcrease the burden on the County taxpayer so that public utility servi cesare

available to residents in those isolated and scattered areas

Land Requlation Cost

The cost to administer and maintain planning and design controls will be

higher with the Nodal Alternative Without zoning or site plan review the

Sprawl Alternative has the lowest land regulation cost
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Encroachment on Critical Environmental Areas

The SP17awl Al ternati ve poses a threat to the criti cal en i Y onrnentalareas
identified in the Envi ronmental Section of the Invento ry of Existing
Conditions

Efficiency of Ser ice Delivery
The pattern and dersit of devel opment g eatll i fl uen ces the cost of

public services The pri rna Y typesot services t pi callY Iequi sed in

suburbanizing areas include water and sewer f cilities schools law

enforcement fire protection parks and recreation libraries solid waste

collection and health and welfarE services The cost pel unit for providing
these seriices is lower inareas where development is concentrated

Effi ciency of service delivery apd the opportuni ties to conce tratecommuni ty
facil itiesareincreased in the NodalA1 ternati ve The Sprawl Alternative

esults in the under use of many public facilities and the stretching of urban

services among broader and more sparse areas

Compati bilty of iAdjoi nfnq Hand Uses

Insuring a degree of compatibility between adjoining nesidentiaT

commercial industrial and other land uses wi 11 be much easierwi1ih the Nodal

Alternative because of the additional land use regulations appl ied One of

the primary purposes of zoning is the arrangement of lanM uses so as to

minimize incompatibi1ity The Sprawl Alterriativeassumes the imposition of no

additional land use controls

Economically Balanced Mix of Land Uses

Economically balanceddeve10pment re quires sufficient industrial and

commercial development to provide for theempl oyment and shoppi ng needsofttle

population Gommerci a1andil1dustrial development isal so more beneficial as

a source of tax revenue than iresi denti al development The Nodal Al ternati ve

offers the best opportunity to economically balance community development It

identifies the areas best suited for commercial and industrial development and

recommends ways that these areas may be reserved for these uses

Land Owner Independence

The independence of land owners to use arid develop their land as they see

fit appears to be greater iunder the Sprawl Alter ative than under the Nodal

Alternative However the Sprawl Altelnativeultimately is of less benefit to

1 and owners since it provi des no protecti 011 fromincompati bl eland uses The

Nodal Alternati ve assumes the imposition of additional 1 and use controls such
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as zoning and site plan review whereas the Sprawl Alternative assumes a

continuation of existing land use policies and regulations
Enhancement of Property Values

The Nodal Alternative would have a more positive effect on property
values than would the Sprawl Alternative A reduction in conflicts due to

incompatible land uses a more economically balanced mix of land uses and an

i1crease in the efficiency and quality of public services would a l1 contribute

to enhancing property values

Anti ci pati on of Population Chanqe and Development

Anti ci pati ng the magnitude of popul at ion change and the pattern and

direction of development permits a greater degree of control over development
and as a result facilitates the achievement of general development goals

The Sprawl Alternative assumes the continuation of local land use and

related governmental policies These policies have mainly been reactions to

growth development and change The Nodal Alternative requires the

identi fi cati on and impl ementati on of policy al ternati ves desi gned to guide and

shape change

SUMMARY

The Nodal Alternative best achieves the general development goals of the

County It encourages the preservation of agricultural land and open space

whi 1 e at the same time provi di ng development patterns that encourage the

economical and efficient delivery of public services By encouraging

economically balanced development and land use compatibility the Nodal

Alternative enhances property val ues and attempts to ensure the highest and

best use for developed land The Nodal Alternative increases land regulation
and development costs in the short run but is often worth the long run

benefits of orderly development and the resulting cost savings and increased

efficiencyof service delivery

The evaluation of development al ternati ves reveal ed that the Nodal

Alternative is more helpful in achieving the general development goals of the

County than the Sprawl Alternative The result of the evaluation therefore

is a narroWing of the range of choices regarding which al ternative is most

appropriate for the future development of the County
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The Nodal Alternati ve is the preferred a l ternati ve for the future

development of Pittsyl va ia County It encoura ges d ve1 opment thati s

sensi ti ve to en i ronmental considerati o s and concentrat es ne urban and

suburban deve1 opnient in order to provi defo the economi calaep efficient

del ivery of publ icservices This facUconsidered the Noda1Alte native will

serve as the basis fhrthe County s i utureland use pl a and theliother
planning strategies identified irifheDeVelopmen tPolicies and Future Need

Estimates section

1
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PLAN ELEMENTS

The identification of development policies and estimates of future needs

for the County are contained in the following fiveimplementative elements

Each element isdesigned to implement the selected Nodal Alternative

land Use

Transportation
Infrastructure including sewerage water and solid waste systems

Community Facilities including schools health care public safety

recreation planning and libraries

HOUSing
The Planning Commission selected the Nodal Alternative as the most

appropri ate form for future land use development n the County The Nodal

Alternative tends to concentrate development where there are roads and

utilities developed or planned for development
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FUTURE LAND USE PLAN

The future 1 and use pl an s a gene al gui de for the d stri but on and

pattern of future 1 and use consi stent with the County deyel opme t goals a d

existing land use patterns as ill ustrated on the map titl ed Exi sti ng land

Use The pVan is a pol icy guide to Couryty official s developers and citizens

regarding future development The plan is also a basis for evaluating
specific developmentic proposals and a guide for zoning and subdivision
ordinances and plans for the expansion of public utilities and community
facilities The future land use plan illustrates land use throughout the

County as well as those areas proposed for growth The majority of the growth
will take place primarily n the following areas

Hurt Motl ex South and southwest of Hurt town 1 imits to intersecti on
of Route 29 and Route 642

Gretna North and east of Gretna town 1 imits to the iintersecti on of
Route 665 and Route 675

Chatham Southwest of Chatham town 1 imi ts from Route 57 toijRoute 29

Mount Hermon Bl airs North of Danvill e between Route 29 and Route 410

Mount Cr ossBrosville Northwest and west of Danville along Route 58
to Route 41

Ringgold East and n6rtheastofDanvilne from Rodte 58 East to Route
29 North

The future 1 and use pl an is desiigned to impl ement the Nodal

Alternative The Plan will accommodate the estimated increase in population
of 9 000 between 1986 and 2005 resulting in a 2005 population of approximately
75 700 estimate is based on high level projection More detail can be found

on these figures in Projections Section

Based on the most current information the projection represents a

reasonable forecast of the future As time passes new data unforeseen

developments in the County and the development of innovative planning
techniques willcertainly affectpopulation ichange The projection is only a

reference point Regardless of whether theprojecti on turns out under or over

actual popul ati ons the Nodal Al ternative will remai na viabl e one
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Table No 1 presents the acreage of various land uses required to support

the projected reference poi nt popul ati on increase Tabl e 2 all ocates these

various land use types to the growth areas or nodes Hurt Motley Gretna

Chatham Mount Hermon Blairs Mount Cross qinggold

TABLE NO 1

I

ESTIMA ED FUTURE lAND USE NEEDS BY TYPE

19831
Estimate
Acres

Total New
Development

2005 Total

Developed
Acres

Residential 3 577 2 770

Commercial 424 171

Industrial 640 205

Public and Semi Public I

Schools Parks libraries and Roads 4 752 900

Total Developed Acres 9 393 3 976

6 277
595
845

5 652

13 369

1 Report on the City of Danville Annexation Action and County of Pittsylvania
Part a 1 Immun tyAct ion Append x B Comm s sian on Local Go grnl11ent
Commonwealth of Virg nia February 1984

The growth areas are areas where urban and suburban land uses are

encouraged to locate and where the services necessary to support these types

of development to a certain extent are or will be provided The emphasis in

the growth areas is on the development of employment and commerci al centers
I

and the development of res i denti al uses hat requi reurban type services

The siervices provided in each of the growth areas traditionally have

included the distributive corporate consumer PUbliC and non profit

sectors As the transportation networks and the reliance on the automobile
I
I

increased the requirement fora growth area to contain all I economic service
I

sectors was altered This economic restructuring created spe ialized centers
I

and bedroom communities became an acceptable mode of li ing Bedroom

communities or subdivision residential concentrations are located along the

many state secondary roads of the County away from the growth areas These

areas include subdivisions along State Route 84 and 726 and U S 360 Such

growth outside of the growth areas or nodes should not be encouraged
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The concentration of eveloping areas encourages the economical and

efficient delivery of public services and a greater sensitivity to

environmental constraints to development while accommodating population
growth and increased economic activity The concepts of this future land use

are illustrated on the map titled Year 2005 Future Development Plan

EXISTING lAND USE

Fundamental to planning is a knOwledge of the manner in which existing
land is utilized A survey of existing land uses indicates that the County
has a significant amount of agricultural and forested land Active land use

areas in the County incl ude concentrations of commerci al and residential

developments

Aqriculture

Agricultural activity pla s a significant role in the County s economy
therefore preservation and conservation of prime farmland is important to the

area s growth Farmi ng is practiced throughoutthei County with agri cul tur 1

acreage accounti ng for 35 percent of the total County area

Two physical factors common to the County which make it agriculturally
important arie slope and soil The relatively gentle slopes found in the

County allow easy clearing and tillage of the soil without severe erosion

The County s soils are characterized by a high moisture content and a deep
easily worked topsoil making them especially valuable for use as cropland

Majoragri cul tural developments are focused on those secondary and

primary highways which provide the farmer easy access to market and commercial

areas Agricultural land is concentrated in the central portion of the

County near Chatham and Gretna and in the southwestern portion along the

S ndyR verBasin and U S Route 58

Forestry

Forests account ffor 59 9 percent of the total land area in the County and

provide valuable sources of timber for logging operations as well as wildlife

habitats for hunters use In addition forestlands prov de an aesthetically
pleasing contrast to intensively developed urban areas and assist in

preserving the environmental quality of the County
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The 1 argest expanses of continuous and relati vel y uni nterrupted forests

occur on Smith Mountain and adjacent to LeesvJll e lake ii Shallow stoney soil s

and steep slopes characteri zethese areas and prevent any intensive

ag iculturaY usage

Forest resources shaul d be considered criti caT tott le Count s economic

and resource base If large areas on forest cover are remO ed eithe by
cClmmerci ar cutting or residential an commercial deve opmentiiiossof the

topso i1 could causeseriouserosi on and sedimentatiOn problems Through
proper forest management practi ces the forestry iridustry has a great
potential to expand while adhering to soil conservation practices

Residential

Two basic patterns of residential development exist in the County The

first is the rather dispersed low density development occurring alohg the

pr imaryand seconda ry hi ghways The second occUrS in and around comrl1erc ia 1

centers

tow density res dential development s composed primarily of single
family farm dwellings with slight concentrations of nonagricultural
residencesoccurri ng at major crossroadsand adjacent to Smi fthMountai nand

leesville lakes Three prOblems are associated with this type of

development First the existence of a number of private driveways opening on

main roads can cause traffic hazards Second therandomuncontroll ed

development of small subdivisions increases traffic problems uses up valuable

agrlicultur al land complicates the economic extension of public utilities and

increases the costs for the provi sian of adequate fi re and pol ice

protection Third timber removal causes erosion of soil into the lakes

throughout the County

The County s second residential de elopment pattern occursi n an around

commercial centers The majorresidertial centers are the Towns of Chatham

Gretna Hurt and the residential clusters of Glenwood Westover Hills and
j

Mount Hermon in the Danvi 11 earea Glenwood and Westover Hills have been

recommended to be awarded to the City of Danville asof December 31 1986 As

of this writing this award is stillsubject toa ppeal
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Commerci al

Major facto s in determinirg patterns of comme cial acti it include

1 theexi ste ce of majorhi gh a s and 2 large population co ce trations

Since Jargepopulati on concent a io S and 1major hi ghwaysexi sti n the Chatham

Gretna Huitt and Danvi 11 eareas it is natu althat 1 comme ci aT deelopment
will exist in these areas

If uncontrolled commerci al development occurs serious land use

complications caul didevel Ope The problems associated with unconfroll ed

commerci al devel opment or strip development are numerous Theabil ity to

provide water and sewer service is dfifficultin strip development areas This
is due to the increased cost of constructi on as opposed to that in areas of

cluster service In addition police and fire protection are more difficult

to proVide because a larger area must be patrolled Thisicauses insurance

costs to increase especially for commercial establishments Transportation
problems occur in areas of commerci al stri p development Due to the numerous

exits and entrances connected to major highways vehicles are frequently

tUl7ning thereby increasing thepossibilitY of acc dents and congestion du ing

heavy shopping hours In addition the noise aT increased traffic may have

adverse effects on nearby residenti alareas As residential developrnerit
expands along major highwats commercial a ctivity tends to follow resulti g

in strip development Strip development is especially apparent along U S

Route 58 east of Da hville to the Halifax County line

Fndustri al

Industrial growth is dependent upon the lravali 1 abilfity of economical and

efficient water arid sewer facilities ad quate ttrC1nspor1 at on arteries and a

sufficiently large labor force For these reasons future industrial

development is expected to be primarily concentrated in the areas around

Chatham and the City of Danville Three industrial parks one near Ringgold
one southeast of Danvill e adjacent to the Dan River annexation area

recommended to be awarded to Danvill e and one southwest and northeast of

Chatham are antici pated to attract new industry to the area Other sites

i ncl ude areas north of Gretna southwest and northeast of Hurt These parks
offer many benefits Thesebenefi ts incl ude central publ iclY owned water and

sewer service or relatively inexpensive extension and connection to present
facilities land area exclusively devoted to industrial purposes and
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comparatively undeveloped areas located outside existing cities and towns that

provide adequate parking and right of ways for industries Although the

exi stenceofan industrial park does not necessarily mean that all such growth
will take place only in the park areas appropriate land use controls will

protect County residents from encroachment byindustry and further encourage
this activity to locate in these planned developments

Public and Semi Public

The County s major publi c and semi publ ic 1 and uses are found in and

around the 1 argest populati on concentrations Sites of hi stori cal

si gni fi canceand many 1 andmarks are located throughout the County Numerous

churches and cemeteri es as wen as mi nor County owned properti es are

distributed over the County Publ icl y owned recreational and open space

oriented land can also be found

The largest single controller of public land use within the County is the

County School Board which operates 26 publ it schools on 300 acres of land

These school s are scattered throughout the County and provide educational

cultural and recreational activities to the citizens

Cemeteries occur in a variety of locations with in the 1o lfity but are

1 argel y located on church grounds Churches are found throughout the County
especia lyalong major ighwaysandat crossroads along these highways

Two areas of the County which deserve special attention are Smith

t40untain and leesvi11 e lakei n the northwestern and northern portions of the

County espectively Theserecreationalareas are of great importance to the

County s jeconomy However the aesthetic quality and recreational potential
of the area could be destroyedjif development is allowed to continue without

maximum development controls Intensive development would cause removal of

timber from steep slope areas adjacent to both lakes possibly resulting in

erosion of topsoil and the eventual pollution by siltation of both ater

bodies In addition a concentration of septic tanks could occur causing raw

sewage to drain into the lakes Steps topreclude pollution of Smith Mountain

and Leesville lakes should be taken immediately If not watched carefully
those outstanding recreational areas could be severely damaged by intensive

uncontrolled residential and commercial development

II 8



LEGEND

It 11
t

c
0

I

Atuwto Ovt A
t t

1r
J

Uf

o n
L1iB 5

PITTS YlvA A CCU TY IRG A

OMPREHESIVE P LAEXISTING lAND USES

A
o

A



The Chatham Resefvoir also known as Cherrysto e lake is located

northwest of Chatham and p ovi des the town wi thmuch of its ater supply

Presentlya large numberof ecreational housing units or secoTldhomes are

being lbui1t in the lake area As a result of thisdevelopmentpol1ution by
sedimentation anderosionU hasi occurled In orderto preclude any furthel7
sedimentation and to protectthe aesthetic quality of the area tneCounty
shouldii enact 1 and enforce maximum devel opmentl evel s j or iother approp iate land

use control s al ongthe shorel ine of the reservoir

lAND USOPOLICIES

The important di fferencebetween the future 1 and use pl an and existing
land use in addition to the amouritof land de eloped is the ia rangement of

developed land The intent of the future land use plan is to concentrate new

development and guide it into the nodal areas with existing and planned
servi ce capacity to accommodate urban and suburban d vel opment The fall owi ng

poll cies are deemed necessary to achieve these ends

1 protectagri cultural areas fromurhanand sutiurban development
2 Accommodate future development in ex stinggrowthareas
3 Reco gni ze nfportifrit envlronmenta1 constra ints todele1o ment i sUch

as steep slopes and floodplains
4 Provide for theeconomical and efficient delivery of public

servi ces necessary to support development
5 Maximi ze the val ue of open s pace by pl al1ni ng for mul ti purpose

uses This will allow for the protecti on and enhancement of natural

resources while providing recreational educational and cultural

o pportuniti es

6 Provide for future employment
identi fication and protection of industrial and

7 Encourage the development of

complimentary mix of land uses

opportunities through the

commercial development sites

planned communities with a

Residential Uses

1 Mount Hermon located along Route 41 northwest of Danvi 11 e wi II

experience additional growth Growth Aiill be spurred by the constnuction of

public facilities the increasing tendency for people to move from the cities

to suburban areas and the existenceofa major transportation artery Stri ct
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development levels should be established and maintained in order to preserve
the aesthetic quality of the area for potential residents

2 Areas developed exclusively for detached single family dwellings
sl10uld be preserved for that use As long as the preference for this dwelling
type persists the right to live in a single family area should be protected

3 Planned neighborhood developments should be encouraged in

residential areas Emphasis on the compatibility of physical features focal

poi nts transportati on facil ities and pl ace names tend to encourage community
interests neighborhood pride and civic participation

4 A variety of terrains are suitable and desirable for residential

development including level land rolling land and hillside sites A

mixture of terrain adds variety to the residential landscape
areas poorly drained areas and areas with 51 opes in excess of

should be avoided

5 Consideration should begiven to proximity to major thoroughfares
and other direct connections to work shopping and recreation activities

6 While recognizing the desire for conventional single family
detached housing the County should also consider the economic andsoci al

factors that indicate an increasing need and desire for alternative types of

housing Increasing numbers of young families older persons and smaller

households that cannot afford or do not desire conventional single family
detached housing suggests the need for various types of mobile homes or other

types of affordable housing including modular homes Any regulation of mobile

homes or othe housing alternatives should not limit the availability of these

alternatives or the choices of those who desire them

low lyi ng

20 percent

Emplovment Centers

1 Major employment centers should consist of three types
a Offi ce uses or pl anned 1 ight i ndustri al di stricts or a

combination of the two These districts should be located in

towns or cities

b General light industry including transportation terminals
warehousi ng and open storage of materi al s These districts

can be along major transportation corridors in the County
c Heavy industry significant environmental impact These

districts can be located along major transportation corridors

in the County
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Addi tio ali dust ial g owth ca occu in the Hu tMotl ey area a d eaj the

cross oads center of G et a In additi o to a potentia 11 JbO fo ce the ajea
is ser ed byU S Route 29

aimajjnorth southtransportation arte y and

the WaS hingtbn Atla ta1ine of the southecnRailwa Additio alijtseryice f om

vari OUS1buslines and earbY trucki ngfi r s afford thi sa ea with Ja iexcelle t

t anspo tati o systemta d fast tei 9hts jViCe This s cti on of ithe Gount

should Jbecomei even mo e attractive to industrial acti vity as w aterand sewe

faci1it es are expande C nhe exf stence of industri al par ks east of Danvill

andsollthwest of Chatham will provide the driving force for residential

commercial and industrial growth in the surrounding areas The reason for

growth in commercial and residential activities as a result of industrial

growth s obvious The industries must have employees who must have a place
to live and who will demand increased shopping areas arid services However

the existence of an industrial park does not necessar ly mean industrial

growthwill occur in the park areas Theestabl ishment and enforcement of

landcuse controlswi11 protect County citizens from encroachment by industry
and encourage industrial development in the park area In addition the

strategiclocation of industHal parks downwind from residential areas wU

m nimize di sturbances to such res fdenti al developments from particulate matter
and noxious fumes Theprovisi on of adequate water and sewer facilities and

the exi stence of adequate transportati on networks in pl anned ndustri al parks
willlattracti ndustlY and ensure a pl easi ng environment

2 All employment centers shaul d be near 11ajor arterial roadways which

can be used for trucking and commuting Heavy industries tend to locate near

railroads as well as arterial thoroughfares
3 Reasonably level land with slopeS less than five percent is

preierable large open sites usuallymore than fi ve acres and upwards of 50

to roo acres or1moreare preferable
4 Compatibility with surrounding areas should be encouraged This

woulfd include consideration of prevail fng winds and the possible generation of

water air and ornoisepollution

Commerc aland Shoppi nq Areas

1 Shopping and commercial areasshoul d be located in well defined

groUlpings if possible These commercial centers need to be located in

c uster type patterns
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The proposed Danville Expressway 265 Bypass will link Route 29
north of Danville with Route 29 south of Danvi11e by skirting the southern and

eastern limits of the City Intensive development is expected at the

following interchanges 1 Route 29 North 2 Route 360 3YRoute 58East
4 Route 737 Goodyear Boulevard 5 Route 86 6 Elizabeth Street

Extension Route 1128 7 Route 29 South The Planning Commission is

recommendi ng anotheri nterchange at Route 730 If uncontro led development is
allowed to occur the congestion and accident potential of the Bypass will

increase sharply
2 New commerc al stri ps and additi ons to exi sting commercial strips

adjacent to major transportation routes should be avoided

U S Route 29 has a significant amount of pr ime agricultural land

located adjacent to the hi ghway In vi ew of the important rol e agriculture
pl ays in the economy of the County it waul d be unjusti fi abl e for the County
to all ow such prime agri cul tural land to be intensively developed for

commercial use Controlled commercial activity should be allowed but only in

a concentrated cluster type pattern

3 Reasonably level 1 and wi th s tesadequatefor shops accessorjoff

street parking loading and landscaping are preferable They should be

convenient to local arterial roadways and trade areas and access b1 e for

receiving goods
U S Route 58 approximately 30 miles of which is located in the

County is a four lane highway along which 1 imited access controls are in

effect for only 4 2 miles This makts it possible for numet ous private access

roads to be constructed whi ch connect directly to the main highway
Addi tional development along the corri dor will further increase the number of

access roads If this situation is allowed to continue Route 58 both east

and west of Danvi1le will become a strip of continuous congested commercial

development Intensi ve commerci al 1 and development adjacent to the hi ghway
will destroy its scenic quality encroach on prime agricultural land and make

the provi sionof publ ic servi ces such as water and sewer facil ities police
and fire protection solid waste collection and proper street lighting
extremely expensive

Therefore the County should enact and enforce land use controls to

encourage devel opmentto occur in concentrated areas especially the urban

fringe areas around Danvill e The County needs to endeavor to provide the
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1

light envi ronment infrastructur e and servi ces in these growth areas around

Danvi 11 e to reduce thepossi bil ity of future anriexation Logi cally ifthe
County provides for these areasfuture growth and development in commerce

i ndustry and res denti al activities should protect the County against a

future annexation

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OBJECTIVESAND SOURCESOFASSISTANCE

1 The development of a stable continuing program topromoteex sting
and new i ndl1stry expandithe number of jobs andincome from jobs particularly
for low and moderatei ncome persons and improve the County s overall tax

base

The County desi res to employ the Vi rgini a Communi ty Development
Certificati on Program in order to organize promote and implement an

economic commerCial and industrialdevel opment program

2 The development of irfdustrial or commercial sites arld development
of industrial paY Ks in order to provide agoodenvi ronment or the expansion
at exi stingindustri es and 1 ocation of new industries in order to provde

expanded opportunity forithe County s cit zens incl udi ng those in 1 ow and

moderate incomecategori es those that arehand ca pped or otherwise less

fortunate

The County des nresi to empl oystate and federal fundi ng including loan

grant orbbndi ng programs orj economi C development rel ated Programs and

projects

The County should also employ assistance from theVirginia Department of

Economic Development the Economic Development Administration or similar

agencies in the economi cdevel oplJ1ent of the County n order to promote the

well being of the County fiscally and the well being of its citizens
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TRANSPORTATION PLAN

The transportation system greatly influences an area s rate and direction

of growth Accordingly the efficient implementation and utilization of a

transportation system is an importantl ocal government consi derati on

The purpose of the transportation plan is to evaluate the existing
conditions established objectives and make appropriate recommendations All

these steps must be taken in concert with the Virginia Department of Highways
and Transportation to insure the systems compatibilitywfth su rounding land

uses and ins re the safe and efficient movement of people goods and servi es

within and through the County

EXISTING CONDITIONS

The Pittsylvania County highway system is comprised of extensive primary
and secondary roads that more than adequately serve the enti re County Both
the primary and secondary roads offer aneffici ent and vast network of

rfadWays proViding unlimited access throughout the County

Although the Countyi s fortunate to have such a well developed
system its extensiveness has been one factor in encouraging
development The consequences of such development are descri bed

Eval uation of Development Al ternati yes secti on

Rail transportation pr ovides efficient and economical freight service for

industries in the County The rail transportation needs of the County are

adequately met by raillines traversing through the County All raill lines

are designated high traffic density an indication that higher profits are

derived from such 1 ines by the operatingrail road companies and therefore are

less 1 He1 y to be candidates for abandonment The reverse of this is

f equently the case for low traffic density rail lines

highway
sprawl

in the

Presently the Danville lynchburg Roanoke and Greensboro Regional
Airports adequately accommodate the air service needs of the County offering
frei ghtand passenger services The Greensboro Hi ghpoint l inston Salem

airport is the nearest large airport where some seven airlines offer

approximately 71 flights daily

II 15
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Both interstate and intrastate trucking firms operate in the County
Small private t UCki gfirms P o lid lQcal deli e a d manYrindustriesand
firms own and operatefl eets oft tl1ucks to tra sporttheil p oducts to market

TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES OBJECTIVES

The DH T is rr espons i bl e fo r he impyoxementard constructi on of P imary
and secondary hi gh a1s se yi ngcpi ts11 ani a County TO proYii de for the

anticipated growth and increased travel demands in the County it is important
c

0

for the County tocooperate with the VDH T in estal ishing objectives that

make optimum use of the existing highway systems minimize potential coryflicts
with surrounding 1 and uses and maximize efficient access for through
traffic The following transportation obj ctivesare a refinement of the

County s Gene al Oevelopment Goalsand are primari 1 y focused on highways with

references to rai1 fac lities

1 To encouarge acooperati ve rel ationship wi th the VOH T in 151 arming
andp ogrammiJlgimprovements ofexis ing fad l itiesand constructiCon of new

facil ities

2 To ensure that all cestabli shed growth areas in the County are

connected by arterial highways
3 Toprovi de a ci rculati on system that encourages development as

proposed by the Future land Use Plan

4 To imp ove routes connecting residential areas to existi g and

future developmentcentel7s in the County
5 To improvecapacity and safety ofmajor routes leading to Danville

6 To minimize the impact of through traffic on residential

agricultural andnaturaLareas and maxifTIi ze access for commercial industrial

and commuter uses

7 To reserve appropri ate ri ght of ways for future development of

roads

8

potential
9

10

vegetation

roadways

To apply adequate Duildil1gsetbacK regulations to ensure the

for futur wideningOfroads
To insure that all roads meet VOH T standards

To all ow for buffer zones Of or the retention ofar pljanting
to enhance the visual quality of the transportation corridor all
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damage or

12

li

To ensure that proposed transportation faci 1 ities wi 11 not undul y

adversely impact the natural environment

To mi nimi ze effects of noi se and poll ution on surroundi ng 1 and

uses

13 To encourage rail companies to provide rail connections to

industries which locate along the existing lines and desire such service

14 10 seek state and federal funds to develop industri alaccess roads

in areas where they are needed

FUTURE TRANSPORTATIOWPLAN

The VDH T develops long range plans for improvementsi n the highway
network of the County based upon funding availability local inputs ate

develo ped in the Chatham office for the secondary system Primary highway
system plans are developed through the Richmond office with consultation with

the ChathamOffi ce

T efo 11 owing recommendations correspond with those of the 1984 State

Hiqhway Plan for the Mest Piedmont District They are based on the objectives
of the 1984 State Hi qhway Plan for the West Piedmont Di strict improvement
program existing roadway patterns and anticipated overall levels of traffic

in the next six years The recommendations are divided into the primary
program and the secondary program

Primary System

Route Descripti on

U S Route 29 Improve the horizontal alignment at Route
801 North of Chatham Southern Rail road
0 76 Mile North of Southern Railroad

U S Route 29 Business Improve the bridge and approaches across the
Staunton River

Bypass Route 265 Complete the bypass portion connecti ngU
S Route 58 and U S Route 29

U S Route 29 Business Upgrade the existing road to four lanes
beginning at the Route 29 Bypass tHurt to
0 11 Mi es North of Route 924

Route 41 Improve the road from Route 1510 to Route
704 North with two lanes 22 feet pavement

II 17



Route 57 Improye the road from O 33 Mile Uestof

R04tef 29 Business to the Chatham Corporate
lilTlHswith two lanes 24feet pavementr

Impr6vethe e xi sting highway from Business
29t6iRoute 665

Route 40

Route 40

Route 40

Route 40

Route 40

Route 40

U S Route 58

U S Route 360

Impr ove theexi sting highway fromT 1302to
the d ownJ imi ts of Gretna

Improvethe exi sti ng highway from Route 672
to Route 790

Repai the bridges between Route 640 and
Route 685

Repair the bridge between Route 790 and
Route 99

Repair the bridge between Ro ute 799 and
Route 605

Repai r the br dge over s ndy Creek

Impro e the existing hi ghwa from Route 716
to the city 1 imi ts of Danv i1 1 e

The Danvi11 e MPO Metropolitan Pl anni ng Organizati on is St utty atid the

County strongly endorses the addition of an interchange at a poi ntwhere the

future 265 Bypass will cross Route 730 This interchangewi 11 serve

industrial traffic from thepresentRi ggold industrial park as well as the

new industrial park developmenteast of Danville likewise the County

endorses a terminus of the Bypass with Route 29 North in the vicinity of the

Blairs community

The County al so endOrses continued studies by the Danvi 11 eMPO the VDHT

and other responsible agencies that could lead to the development of a Route

58 Bypass that coul di ncl ude elements of the 65 Bypass Route 58 i East to
1

Route 29 North segment and feasible alternatives for connecting Route 29

North with Route 58 West Theali gnlTlent for connecting Route 29 North with

Route 58 West might utilizeexisfing routes such as Route 861 or a new

al ignment requi ri ng new right of way Observ ng that Route 863 is al ready

being used as a short cut for travel from Route 29 North to Route 58 West at

aminimum Route 863 should be upgraded in width if a new western bypass cannot

be provided in a timely manner
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Recogni zi ng the potential for growth in the Mount Cross development node

in the County the County endorses widening Mount Cross Road Route 750 to four

lanes Likewise the development in the Mount Herman nodal area suggests
County endorsement for wi deni ng of Frankl in Turnpi ke Route 41 The projected

growth for the Ringgold nodal areaal so suggests that a portion of Route 730

will also require upgrading Improvements to Route 729 may al o be needed

Since Route 29 is the primary north south route serving the length of the

Virginia Piedmont area and links the Pittsylvania and Danville economic area

with the urbanizing areas of the East Mid Atlantic and Sun Belt markets the

County endorses continued upgrading of this route across its entire length in

Virgi ni a and through Pittsyl vani a County

Secondary System

Secondary roads provide the greatest access throughout the County They
are state maintained highways with desi gnatedroute numbers from 600tq 9999

and comprise 1 481 92 miles of t e County s total road system These two lane

roadways havewidths up to 22feet and are functionally classified into 1

Major Collector Highways 2 Minor Collector Highways and 3 local

Highways

Major Collector Highways provide service to the County seat la ge towns

or other major trafficgenerators not served by the pdmary roads They
provi del inks to the primary system and serve as important intracountytravel
corridors Minor CollectorHghways collect traffic fromlocal roads and

bringa ldeveloped areas within a reasonable distance of a collector road

They provide service to small communities and link important local traffic

generators with the rural areas local Highways provide access to adjacent
land and serve travel of short distances as compared to the higher systems

Secondary roads may be hard surface asphal t cement all weather

surface unpaved gravel 1 i ghtsurface or unsurfaced 1 ight appl ication of

gravel They serve the long di stance travel demands of county residents by
connecting communities and as a result the need to maintain their surfaces is

essential
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Existing seconda y roads to be improved include

Route Description

Route 605 From Route 640 to the b idge o ler the Pi gg
Ri erand then from the other side of the
bridge to Route 799

Route 608

Route 612

Route 612W

Route 618

Route 621

Ro ute 622

Route 626

Route 634

Route 640

Route 640

Route 642

Route 649

Route 655

Route 665

Route 668

Route 570

Route 670

Route 685

Route 685

Route 685

Route 686

From Route 672 to Route 605

From Route 621 to Route 629

F omRoute 841W to the Henry ounty line

Route 57 and Route 840 interchange

The bridge between Route 861 and Route 862
over Mountain Run Creek

From U S Route 58 to the Henry County
line

From Route 649 to Route 40

F om Route 924 to Route 637

From theCampbe l County line to Route 668

The bridge between Route 718 and Route 662

Frorntherailroad crossing to Route 637

FromRotit 750S to Route 625

Tfje bridge over Cane Creek

From Route 670 to Route 792

From the Beechtree Creek bridge to Route
7 1

The bridge between Route 668S and Route 640

The bridge between Route 642 and Route 685

The bridge between Route 703 and Route 692

The bH dge bet4een Route 649

The bridge between Route 686 and Route 685

From Route 6855 to Route 640N
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Route 703 From Route 41 to the bridge over the
Banister River

Route 703 From Route 632 to Route 29

Route 713 From the Halifax County line to Route 729

Route 718 From Route 836 to Route 640

From Route 29 to Route 360

From Route 655 to Route 739

Route 726

Route 726

Route 729 F om Route 360 to Route 659

Route 730 From Route 713 to Route 726

Route 734 The bridge over Cane Creek

F om the North Carolina State line to Route
693

Route 735

Route 750 Fnom the city limits of Danvilleto Route
863

Route 750

Route Z51

From Route 8S9 to Rout 41W

Frcim Route 40WtoRoute 40E

Route 761 The bridge between Route 668 and Route 640

From Route 649 to Route 790Route 799

Route 844 F om Route 855 to Route 851

U S Route 58 interchange

Route 51 interchange

From Route 750 to Route 746

Route 862

Route 863

Route 863

Route 924 From Route 29 Business to Route 29 Bypass

From Route 626 to the Frankl in County lineRoute 969

TRANSPORTATION OBJECTIVES AND SOURCES OF ASSISTANCE

The improvement in facilities for moving the County s highway anr and

rail related traffic in order to better serve the needs ofde eloping
industries and businesses developing residential areas and human service and

protective service agencies delivering assistance to the County s citiaens
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The Cou ty desires to empl01 assi stance rom the Vi rgi ni a Department of

Highways andT ansportation Fede al Highway Administrati6n U S Department
of Transportation s Aviation Administration Urban Mass Transit
Admi ni stration and other a genci es in pl anni ngandfunding for better highways
and roads airports and a irtrapSPoftatiot and rail transportation to serve
the County s needs generany and particularly in respect to economi c

development of the County
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INFRASTRUCTURE PLAN WATER AND SEWER SYSTEMS

The util ities that most affect the development of an area are water

supply and sewage disposal Increases in County population and higher
concentrati ons of development wi 11 increase the demand for central ized sewer

and water systems and reduce the reliability of wells and septic tanks

The purpose of thi s section is not to present an engi neering
investigation of the capacity and efficiency of the present system or to

prepare desi 9nS for new faciUties The 1972 Water and Hastewater Di sposal
Plan and the 1977 Update accomplished this purpose Rather the purpose is

to emphasize the broad problems and policies which are of a planning nature

and specifically to

1 Show therel ati onshi p between exi sting and proposed util ity systems
and the plans for future land use transportation and other facilities

2 Encourage investigati on of the impact on util ity systems as a

routine part of considering any major land development in the County

I
EXISTING CONDITIONS

1 Water System f l re k N9 lh
A description of the Water System in the County is contained in the

Services Section of the Inventory Water service is concentrated in four

areas of the County These areas are designated Dan River Chatham Gnetna

and Hurt Motley The Pittsylvania County Service Authority serves theateasoutside the incorporated Towns of Chatham Gretna and Hurt and the City of

Danvill e Central Water Systems are operated by the City of Danvi11 e TOW1 of

Chatham and the Town of Gretna The Town of Hurt s water system is tied lnto

the Altavista water treatment plant s supply The Motley communityl is

presently furnished water from individual wells The development of public
water service to the entire County is not feasible or desirable at this ti e

The County Service Authority is in a position to serve the water needJ of

the County s development nodes The Mount Hermon and 81 ai rs area Ri ngJold
area and the Mount Cross area are included in the Dan River Service AreaJandare expected to capture about 46 pe cent of the urban and suburban developent
in the County see Future Land Use Plan Table 2 These areas are

serviceable by extending lines already in existance in the area The
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remainder of futurede elopment is expected to occur in the Chatham Gretna

and Hurt areas The Aulhority can serve these areas bi all owing the Tow s to

expand their s1stems i to the Countybw cooperati y e ag e ement or by pUl chasi ng

water fromthetow s and ser i g the Cpunty area itsel f

Sewage System

The development of the se efage service intheCounty has parall el ed
I t

I

water serv ice devel opment butat aslo ev pace A desc iP J on
i

of the

s ewerageservice in the County is co taif1 edf n the seDices edion of the

Inventory The Towns of Chatham iand Gretna possess their own treatment and

collectionifaCil ities ThePubl ic Service Authority provides service in other

more heavily popul ated portions of the County
A few private sewerage systems al so exist in the County but the majority

Of County residents including those in the areas proposed fo gro th are

served by septic tanks They are Mou t Hermon Bl ai rs Chatham Gretna and

HUrt Motley While these indiyidual mearys of sewage disposal are generally
adequate for the existing eyeloPm ert densiti es future development will

requi re the creati on of publ ic sewerage systems in certai n areas notpresentl y

being served The three growth areas around Danvi 11 e and the Hur tSerli ce

Area have th2 greatest need for these facil iti es n the sparsely A settl ed

areas of the County septictanks and other individual means of sewage

d sposalshould continue to serve sewerage needs

RECOMMENDATIONS

1 The four Water and Sewer Setvice Area Systems Chatham Dan RiVer

Gretna and Hurt Motl ey shoul d be the basis for plans to accommodate fuuure
urban and suburbandev el opment

2 Participate in future reviews

Metropol itan Regi anal Comprehensi e Water and

ssuri ng that Pl an el ements are apprppr ate to

conditions in the development of the Cquryty
3 Extend water distrib ti on systems to

growth areas near Hurt Motley Gretna Chatham

and Ringgold
4 Extend sewer collecton systems to growth areas wi th servi ce to

county residents near Hurt Gretna Chatham Mt Hermon Bl airs Mt Cross

Brosv ll and Ringgold cboperateas necessary in the xpansion and up rading
of sewage treatment facilities in the Gretna and Chatham service areas
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5 The County should discourage isolated and scattered utility
development through its subdivision ordinance and by adopting a zoning
ordinance

6 The Authority can serve areas around the nodes Mt Hermon Blairs

Mt Cross Ringgold Chatham Gretna and Hurt Motley by allowing the Towns

to expand their water and sewer systems into the County bycooperati ve

agreement or by purchasing water from the Towns and the City of Danville and

serving the County area itself

WATER AND SEWER OBJECTIVE AND SOURCES OF ASSISTANCE

Improvement in facilities for supplying safe drinking water a d

industri ally usabl e water treatment of wastewaters and di sposal of solid

wastes produced by the County s people and industries It is recognized that

particularly in suburban and urbanizing areas of the County that there are

needs to remedy problems with water supply disposal of sewage and disposal
of solid wastes which must be dealt with expeditiously safely and cost

effectively while recognizing that the County s fiscal integrity must be

maintained

The County desires to employ funds from the Virginia Community
Development Block Grant Program State Water Control Board Envi ronmental

Protecti on Agency Economi c Development Admi ni strati on Farmers Home

A dministration Virginia Department of Health and other agencies in order to

fundneedrd water sewer and solid waste d sposal projects needed in the

Count See Adden timN6 3 11
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INFRASTRUCTURE PLAN SOLID WASTE SYSTEM

EVALUATION CRITERIA

The evaluation of solid waste collection will focus on adequacy of

service affordability of service and governmental expenditures

Solid waste collection in the County as noted in the inventory section

is provided by the private sector through two collection methods The first

method curbside collection is provided by the towns of Chatham and Gretna to

its citizens The Town of Hurt is served by a private contractor and several

contract haul ers provide schedul ed curb si de or house to house pi ckup in the

more densely populated areas of the County The second method is the County s

green box system whereby rural residents transport their own solid waste to

one of the many coll ecti on poi nts The County then takes the waste to the

sanitary 1 andfill

Since several pri vate waste call ectors operate withi n the County the

tend ncy would be for market forces to provide residents with an economical

methbd of solid waste collection

Private waste haulers who service the County are regulated by the

County The County control s the pri vate coll ectors and fees through an

adopt d solid waste disposal ordinance

The County landfill site purchased in 1984 and opened in 1985 is

projected to be usable until 2040 based on current levels of utilization

RECOMMENDATIONS

1 As development occurs improvements and al ternati ves to the system
should be considered and developed when cost effective

2 The County shaul dconti nuetosupport and encourage private sector

waste call ecti on as an alternative to government collection

3 The County shaul d be prepared to issue i ndustri al development bonds

to pri vate sol id waste col lectors so that curbsi de call ections can be expanded
to areas as required by growth

4 Recognize and consider that the Public Service Authority has the

ability to expand soli d waste curbsi de collection into the nodal areas of the

County Mt Hermon Bl ai rs Mt Cross Ringgold Chatham Gretna and Hurt

Motley
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COMMUNITY FACILITIES AND SERVICES PLAN INTRODUCTION

The Community Facilities and Services Plan addresses the need to maintain

and upgrade existing community facil ities and to provide new facil ities based

on the p ojected economic nd population growth of the County These

facilities have been divided into the following functional areas Schools

Health Care Public Safety Recreation Planning and libraries The purpose
of the plan is to address and evaluate existing conditions and to develop
recommendati ons to meet the future facil ity needs of the County This pl an

along with the Infrastructure Transportation Housing and the Future land

Use Plan serves as the basis for the recommendations made in the County s

Capital Improvements Program

The recommendati onsmade here like those made in the Future land Use

Plan Housing Plan Transportation Plan and Infrastructure Plan are

consistent with the Nodal Alternative

EXISTING CONDITIONS

The Services Section in the Inventory of Existing Conditions presents in

detail the community services and facilities available to County residents
The Map of Major Public Facil ities show their various locations While these

facilities are generally adequate for the existing level of population and

pattern of development increases in populati on and more concentrated

devel opmentwi 11 strain existing services or alter the level and type of

services needed

Exi sti ng community faci 1 ities with theexcepti on of roads have not had

a significant impact on development patterns in the County location

decisions for community facilities have primarily been reactions to

development An alternative to thi s reacti ve development is proacti ve

development Proactive development is a way for the County to use its

control over community facility locations as a tool for directing and

controlling future development

GENERAL EVALUATION CRITERIA

The following criteria should be consideyed whenevaluafingthe existing
condition of community facil iti es determining future needs and setting asi de
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areas to meet these needs

General Development Goals and

facil iti es

1 The si te should be COri e ie tl y ocatedand easily accessi bl e
i ftd

major thoroughfares Facili ti es shouldbe i located where they will provilde
i 1

optimum access and minimum travel i time for the 1 argestinumber o fciti zens who

will use the facilities

2 The condition of each exi sti ig facility iand the Cpotenti alffor
adaptation change orexpansi on should bedetermi ned Oeci si ons shoul d ibe
made to determine the feasibility of renovating adding to or replacfng

existing facilities or constructing new ones

3 The site for each facil ity should adequately provide for the

current space requirements potential additions and parking requirements
4 The purpose and structural elements of thefacil ity should relarte

to the surrounding 1 andscapeand be compatible withsurYoundi ng 1 and uses

5 The proposed facility should be supportive of and consistent with

adopted County pol icies All owance should be made for proposals that are 1hbt

consistent with the plan but can be justified because they enhance and provide
services far the community

6 The evaluation of p oposed facilities should be based on a cost

benefit ratio Facilities should be sited and constructed so as to provide
the desired level of service as economically and efficientiyas possible

The cri teri a are a refi ement of the County s

they generall y relate to all types of communi ty
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COMMUNITY FACILITIES AND SERVICES PLAN SCHOOLS

EXISTING CONDITIONS

Exi sti ngconditi ons of the County school system are descri bed in the

Inventory In general the County schoo l buildings are excellently maintained

and provide a learning environment conducive to achievement These facilities

a e more than adequate for the number of students inthe County and can

accommodate additional students without being overcrowded

EVALUATION

School s are one of the governmental entities most affected by popul ation

changes Rapid growth can leave schools crowded undercapitalized
understaffed and ineffective for the students Building new school stakes

several years of planning design construction and allocating new students

and faculty likewise population declines can leave schools nearly empty and

inefficient to operate Closed schools represent a lost capital investment

unless the property can be sold or utilized for some other purpose

School enrollments statewide and county wide have been declining The

County will certainly face a decline if annexation becomes final

The trend toward smaller families would tend to lessen the population

impactSon the County school system However the County will continue to

experi ence growth in the number of these smaller families The netresul t

will be an increase in the school age population in future years

Growth in the number of these small er famil ies should be concentrated

within the growth areas identified by the Future land Use Plan School age

popul ati onswoul d decreasei n the southern portion of the Countyaround

Danville after the annexation becomes final Adequate school facilities will

be available to meet the needs of school children in all areas of theCounty

RECOMMENDATIONS

Since detailed school population growth models by grade level are beyond

the scope of the comprehensive plan it is impossible to project which grade

levels will be impacted most by growth and when Likewise these

recommendations will not address which type of school elementary middle or
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high will be needed most and at what point in time Enrollment increases do

not distribute themselves equally among all grade levels like ise increases

due to res identi al relocation do not start out in ki nderga rtenand prog17ess

through the educational system

However the fall d wi rigreCOmmeDda i o s can be made

1 The County School Board s ould be kept abreast of all residential

developmerit on a biannual basisto all ClW planni ng time for sudden growth in

future school years

2 The County School Board should work closely with the PittsyJvania
County Pl anni ng Commissi on Southwest Vi rgi ni a Health Systems Agency the

State Heal th Department and the Tayl oe MUrphy I nstituteofr the University of

Virginia to maintain biennialrecorCls of births and the location of potential
child bearing families in the various schoolLdistricts

3 The School Board should obtain or have access to an appropriate

computer and software to model school enroll ment di stribut on and

projections on a biannual basis Biannual modellng would foretell trends in

schoolagepopul ati ons Computerized model ng ouJd allow schooloffi Ci alsto

pl ay what Hit and eval uate man different ded si ons without spend ngl arge

numbers of staff hours devel opi rlg al ternateschoolpl ans

4 Adetai1 ed anal ys s of collected school social econom c and

demographic data should he undertaken to predict when where and what type of

new schools wi11beneeded The computer in recommendation three can be

util ized in thi s study
5 The County and the City of Da vill e shaul d conti nue to cooperate n

programs to provide education to citizen of both areas
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TABLE NO 1

PITTSYlVAN IA COUNTY SCHOOLS
FAll MEMBERSHIP

Schools 1980 81 1981 82 1982 83 1983 84 1984 85 1985 86

Blairs Junior High 1 022 888 800 885 924 907
Brosvill e Elementary 310 297 302 307 298 266
Callands Elementary 214 210 201 190 181 171
Central Elementary 273 263 245 249 252 282
Chatham Elementary 251 251 236 248 232 252
Chatham High 766 717 631 592 585 591
Climax El ementary 256 235 227 228 209 216
Coates Elementary 529 505 543 533 515 521
Dan River Elementary 515 506 503 477 455 393
Dan River Hi gh 1 026 1 013 951 922 839 81
Gl EnwoodEl em 432 417 397 392 382 367
Gretna Primary 681 692 622 597 565 454
GretnaMiddle 1 269 1 179 1 141 1 123 1 077 1 086
Gretna Senior High 942 965 934 879 854 783
Hurt Elementary 495 500 463 449 434 405
KentuckElementary 465 443 413 416 413 442
Mt Airy Elementary 254 236 212 190 194 216
Mt llermonEl ementary 633 638 624 617 644 619
Renan ElementarY 259 252 264 255 242 212
Southsi deEl emeritaty 620 601 613 515 621 551
Spring Garden Elementary 270 250 243 247 229 206
Stoney Mi 11 Elementary 460 473 472 443 450 442
Tunstall High 1 152 1 127 1 054 1 015 977 1 045
Union Hall Elementary 304 274 277 253 247 242
Whi tmell Elementary 537 532 540 484 493 481

TOTAL 13 936 13 474 1Z 908 12 606 12 312 11 982

Source Yearly Virgini a School s Fall Membership Guide
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TABLE NO 2

PITTS lVANIA COUNTY
AVERAGE SALARY OFCLASSROOM TEACHERS

Year Salary

1979 80

1980 81

1981 82

1982 83

1983 84

1984 85

12 497

13 555

14 000

15 484

16 508

18 196

Source Yearly Fac nq Up Statistica Data on Virginia s Public Schools
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COMMUNITY FACILITIES AND SERViICES PLAN HEALTH CARE

Good health care facil ities are necessiti es and requi re 1 arge

expenditures of public and private resources thus careful planning for

present and future facilities is mandatory Planning must also consider the

needrorspeci fi c localized facil itiesas well as needs for a health care

system serving a large number of people on a county wide basis

EXISTING CONDITIONS

Facil ities pro iding health care to residents include Danville Memorial

and lynchburg General Hospital s Vi rgi niaBa pt i st Hospital in Lynchburg and

several facilities in Roanoke and Greensboto The Danville Memorial Hospital

contains a total of 500 beds it also inc1udes a maternity ward a medical

surgical wing with 90 beds operating room and offices

The Pittsyl vani a County Health Department in Chatham operates cl ini cs at

Chatham Gretna and Sandy River More specialized clin1cJ or facilities

are Danville Area Clinic for Mental Hygiene Danvilledrth6pedic Clinic

Danville Speeth and Hearing Ce ter and the Danv lle I Regional Mental

Hospital long term health care for invalids and elderly citizens is provided
I

at the Roman Eagle Nursing Home and Came10t Hall in Danvirle Specialized

medical care can be obtained at facilities at the Unive sity of Virginia

Medical School Hospital in Charlottesville the Medica1 College ofVirginia in

R1 ehmond and Duke Has pita1 in Durham Emer geney me diea 1 a ftrans port n the

area can be provided by Lifeguard 10 See Addendum No 1

RECOMMENDATIONS

To ensure that adequate health care is available to all citizens in the

County the following recommendations are provided
t The local health department working with the West Piedmont

Comprehensive Health Pl ann ng Council local hospital s andJstate and Federal

health agencies should determine if more general practice alk n clinics in

the County are needed I
2 The local health department working with the West Piedmont

Comprehensi veHealth Planning Souncil shaul dcontact medi calcoll eges and

inform their graduates about the need for doctors in the County
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COMMUNIJY FACILITIES AND SERVICES PLAN PUBLIC SAFETY

The protecti on of 1i fe and p opert aryd the enfoficementof 1 aWe and order

are essential governmental furcti ons in every community In order for these

functiorys tobei carried out the ii ter departme ts rescue squads iand

Shed f s DepartTentmust ha e adequate personrel fundi g and facil iti es

Communication and dispatch are par ti cul a ly importaht The purpose of thi s
i i J

section is to evaluate the existing conditions of the fire departments rescue

squads and Sheri ff s Department and to ma ke generalrecommendations designed
to assist in preparing for future public safety needs

EXISTING CONDITIONS

The County mai ntains an emergency communicati ons system whi ch is manned

on a 24 hour a day basis by dispatchers who stay in contact with volunteers

through the use of i ndi vHiual pagers or monitors Although the County
mai ntains a central communications system witheach of the vol unteer uni ts

the County does not have a central di spatching service to handle emergency

call s

Pittsylvani a County has IT vol unteer fi re departments Two departments
are located in the proposed Danv lleannexation area which is still subject to

appeal The vol unteer departments are di spe sed throughout the County and are

located along imajorhi ghways to assure the best response possible The Fire

Prevention and ProtectioniMap of the Inventory shows the locations of existing
fire stations Table No 1 is a summary of ISO rating criteria used to

evaluate a community s ability to respond prevent and put out fires
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g170wth around Danville and elsewhere may also require an increase in fire

departments in areas that are urbanizing Urbanizing areas tend to have a

high life hazard Urban Planning and Design Criteria thus requiring

profess anal s that can devote full timeeffort to d rect mai nta in and expand

their current services and more stations to locate within their vicinity

TheSheriffls Department responsibilities include the protection of life

apprehension of violatersof the law and enforcement of the court s decisions

in civil and criminal matters In addition the Countyls Sheriff s Department

patrols the County

I n urbani zi ng areas crime rates and the demand for 1 aw enforcement

servi e tend tQ increase Thus an increase in crime prevention and

protection particularly around Danville will be needed

The rescue squads are composed of vol unteers whi chdepend upon c ty and

county subsi dies and donations for their budget Di spatchi ng iscarried out

throughindivjdual squad efforts the Sheriff s office and local police

EVALUATION CRITERIA

A summary of standards for fire and police protection are as shown on

Table No 2

TABLE NO 2

FIRE PROTECTION

Area Fire Station Radius

Extensive Industrial or Business District 1 1 2 miles engine company
2 miles ladder company

Rtlra1 5 mil es

POLICE PROTECTION

1 officer per 1 000 people

Source American Insurance Association Urban Planning and Design Criteria
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FUTURE PLAN

To effecti vel 1 serve the Count citizens and Pl70vJde adequate protecti on

for projected gyfowth iti is recommerlCled that the County
1 Work wJth local phone compani es Shel7i ff s Department Rescue

Squads and VolUnteer Fire Departments tOestabli sh ia 911 cent al dispatch
system

2 Hire a full time County chief to coordinate vOlunteer fire

department acti vi ties

3 Adopt a fire prevention code to be enforced by the fire chief

administrator for the preventio and elimination of fire hazards

4 Develop a back up plan by which a f redepartment will

automatically provide assistance in emergency situations outs de itsfi rst

call servicearea

5 Establish a pl70perlydesigned and situated

facility for the fire compani es and rescue squads
6 Establish standards for fire protection

between equi pment sel7ving an area and three factors

mileage served

central training

based upon the ratio

persons area and road
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TABLE NO 1

Feature
Maximum
Credit

Receiving and Handling Fire Alarms
Fire Department
Water Supply
Divergence

10 00
50 00r
40 00

100 00

The Public Prote tion Class is based on the total percentage credit

Class Percent

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
19

10

90 00 or more

80 00 to 89 99
70 00 to 79 99
60 00 to 69 99
50 00 to 59 99
40 00 to 49 99
30 00 to 39 99
20 00 to 29 99
10 00 to 19 99

o to 9 99

Divergence is a reduction in credit to reflect a difference in the re lative
credits for Fire Department and Water Supply

The above c assification has been developed for fire insurance rating purposes
onl y

Source ISO Commercial Risk Services Inc Richmond VA

In examining the quality of ffire service the ISO s grading schedule does

not treat the servi ces rendered in urbani zed areas any di fferentl y from rural

areas Therefore most County departments would receive a rating of 10 least

effective because of the general unavailability of a water distribution

system with fire hydrants Except when responding to fires in areas served by
a public wate supply the County departments must rely ona separate tanker

to provide water for fire fighting

To accommodate population growth and maintain an acceptable 1 evelof

protection in the County particularly around Oanville it is expected that

the existing services will need to be upgraded and expanded Population
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COMMUNITY FACILITIES AND SERVICES PLAN RECREATION

EXISTING CONDITIONS

The recreational needs and interests of the Count residents are provided

through a recreati on program provi ded through the County school system In

addition a large number of athletic leagues sponsored by churches

industries and service clubs exist in the County for people of various age

groups Youth football programs have been developed in the County as well as

1 ittl e 1 eague baseball The uni que outdoor recneati anal opportunities

available at Smith Mountain lake and Leesville Dam are available to County
residents A number of private facilities provide for the recreation needs

including the Goodyear golf facility and at facilities such as Elkhorn Lake

The County does not employ any full time staff for recreational services

but it does fund the school board s employment of approximately 40 part time

seasonal personnel for summer programs provided through County school

facil ities

EVALUATION CRITERIA

Criteria have been established to evaluate the present and future needs

of County citizens for recreational prog rams and facilities The criteYlia are

based onstandaTds developed by the StateCommi ssion on Outdoor Recreation and

those suggested by the U S Blireau of Outdoor Recreation

These standards are useful as a general gui de to the extent of public
needs and the resources necessary to meet them The fall owi ng criteria from

the State Commission of Outdoor Recreation are recommended when planning for

the allocation of recreation sites

1 The recommended number of recreati anal areas needed to serve the

County is about 10 acres per 1 000 population For Pittsylvania County this

resul ts in 635 acres for the year 2005 based on a projected popul ation of

63 400 including landfor neighborhood community and district recreation

2 Nei ghborhood parkS pl anned for three acres per 1 000 persons shaul d

be provided in the growth areas which are not served by nei ghborhood
schools These parks are included in the recommended 635 acres of

recreational areas for the County and should be well distributed The service

radius for rural areas is 1 5 miles The park should be a minimum of five
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ac es in size a d offe recfeatianal opportunities such as pl axapparatus

pl y fields muliipurpose cou ts and tennis courts

3 Community parks planned for th ee acres per 1 000 persons included

i he 635 acres a re desi g ed to se v e two or imore ryei ghborhoods tand prov de

capabilities beyond the ei 9hbOfhoog
i park These ice adi us s 5 mi lles

The community park shoul d be a mi ni umof 20 acres a d offer a di ve sit i of

recreational opportuni ti es such astoth ots tennis co pl exes swimmin po61 s

and ighted pl ayi ng fi el ds

4 District parks planned for four acres per 1 000 persons are

included in the 635 acres of recreational areas They are designed to serve

the entire County and often attract peopl efrom outside the County These

parks should be centrally located and have ai service radius of 15 miles The

di strict park shaul d be a mi nimum of 50 acres and offer extensi ve acti ve and

passi verecreati anal opportunities Ideally 40 percent of the park should be

left in its natural state for activltiessuchas hiking and fishing and also

to provi de a buffer from surrounding land uses

5 In acquiring new school sites adequate land should be obtained for

futule combi ned school parkdevelo pment Exi st ng school sites with at least

six acres of playground and where six to eleven addit ona l acres may be

acquired should be encouraged to develop combined school parks
6 Allrecreati on areas sholJl d be accessi bl e to the population to be

served This serv ice area willlar Y with the type of recreation area and the

facil ities provi ded

7 As new residential developments grow land should beset aside for

open space creating another source for recreat on faci1 ities Location of

such open space areas should be included in the initial design of indiv idual

subdivisions

8 Citi zen input 3 nd involvement from churches community servi ce

Qrgani zati ons and the School Board shaul d be encouraged The County can

suggest that these groupsraisefLJnds to upgrade recreation facil ities and

equi pment

In addition to the standardstestabl shed by the StateCommi ss on of

Outdoor Recreati on the following s1stem cover ng a full range of outdoor

recreation areas is suggested by theU S Bureau of Outdoor Recreation for

standards to meet the needsofa County
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1 Hiqh Density Recreation Areas are those areas developed for
intensive use Largely a day use facility for such activities as swimming
outdoor games and boating Natural scenic quality is desirable but not

essential A county may provide these areas as separate units as lementsof
a County or regional palk or may encourage private development oroperation

2 General Outdoor Recreation Areas are those areas substantially
developed for day care and in some cases overni ght use for a wide range of

activities such aspicnicing boating and nature walks There may be trailer

parks and camping atwell developed campgrounds An attractive nature setting
is mostdesirable Beach picnic and playground areas may be found within

general outdoor recreation areas

3 Natural Envi ronment Areas are those areas suitabl e for such

traditional outdoor activities as hiking camping with simple facilities

hunting and fishing all in a natural environment sometimes in combination

with other resource uses such as grazing or logging Nationaland state

forests and large tracts or private timberland typify this classification
some County and regional parks may include natural environment areas

4 Outstandinq Natural Areas are those areas of scenic natural or

scientific importance managed to permit visitors to enjoy or study the

central features preserved in their natural condition Counties may preserve
natural areas as separate units or as protected parts of larger County
areas Small nature preserves or conservation parks are prime county
opportunities

5 Prtmitive Areas a e those areas wtthsizable tracts of matural and

wild conditions undisturbed by roads and managed solely to preserve their

primiti ve characteri sti cs Most protected primiti ve aYeas are managed by
federal or state governments but many counti es can offer near primi ti ve

recreation opportunities where large areas of County or regional parks can be

left undeveloped
6 Historic and Cultural Sites are those of local regional or

national significance Gretna s Yates Tavern and the Clerk s Office at

Call ands areexampl esof these sites
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FUTURE PLAN

The County does not haye a Pal ks and Recl eation Department nor does it

own any community parks ad lecre ti on centers However local community
1 I

groups providerecreati on centers These centers are located at Brosvi 11 e

Cnatham and Gretria

Expanded recl eational facilities ill be needed to accommodate gl owth

The County should consi der the feasi bilitof orga izing a Recreafi on

Depaltmentandproviding afiecreational plogramfor County residents Local

input taL the planning of recreational needs should be coordinated by local

community advisory groups

A Recreation Department can be responsible to the Countx s citizens to

develop opportuniitiesfor lei sureplJrsuits by esta bl ishinglligui del inesfor

programs which meet the needs and interests of the people
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COMMUNITY FACILITIES AND SERVICES PLANNING

EXISTING CONDITIONS

Pittsylvania County does not have a county planner but utilizes planners
from the Planning District Commission The County Planning Commission has

requested appropriations for a county planner in its budget proposal large
pl anni ng projects such as the comprehensive plan are often prepared by
professional pl anni ng consultants Other planning functions such as school

and public works planning are generally accompl fshed at the departmental
level The County subdivision ordinance regulates floodplains water and

sewer placements fire protection and the physical layout of land

development The statewide building and health codes give the County further

control over development These procedures are appropri ate for a rural

county but as the growth areas urbanize and new development pressures become

apparent regul ation and planning beyond exi sting procedures will be needed

Increased attention to the planning function is essential if thie Nodal

development alternative is to be implemented

EVALUATION CRITERIA

T he purpose of the comprehensi ve pl an and pl anni ng is to gui de and

accompl ish a coordinated adjusted and harmonious development of the

territory which will in accordance with p esentand probable future needs and

resources best promote the health sa fety morals order convenience

prosperity and general welfare of the inhabitants Section 15 1 466 1 Code

of Virginia

The following planning functions have been identified in this

comprehensi ve pl an as havi ng the most pressing need for impl ementati on and are

the criteria by which the County shoul evaluate its planning needs

1 land Use Requl ation land tJse regul ati onorzoni ng has been

identified as being necessary to manage growth maintain the quality of life
and to avoid adverse impacts on citizen and county finances oning will

assist the County in directing growth toward desirable alternatives oning
will help to restrict sprawl development allowing the County to deliver a

high level of services ata lower cost to a larger population while achieving
a lower tax rate than would otherwise exist A carefully administered zoning
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function w ill tacil itate accurate and prompt land use reports for property
assessment purposes

2 I Community Development Thi s functi on insures thatdevel opme t does

not infri n ge upon the health safet ardecoZomi c well being of theCou t1 s

citizens communit developmentworkslithi theprivate sector to achie ve
mutual ydesi redpl ahning ard de1el opme tal goal s andi10bjecti v es Com uniti

deelopment improves upon existi L phy s kal and socialcondi ti opsto a i seth 1

quality of 1 ifee Commllnitjl development al so di sseii nates in ormati onabout
private and local state and federal loan grant and tax prdg amslfor home
and bun di ng constructi on and renovati on

3 Publi c Faci 1 ities Pl anni nq Publ ic faci 1 ities pl anni ng in the

past has been done byindivJdual County departments various state agencies

andpriate interests Total public facilities planning need not be don in a

planning office Indeed thetechni cal nature of some facilities such as

telephone service and sewage collection make if impossible for anyone person
or department to know every detail of planning these facilities The public
facilities planni ngfuncti on with a general planni ngoffice is to identify
development trends and needs and alert the appropriate serv ce provider The

publ ic faci liti es pl anning functional so oversees coordi nafi on tween Vafious

governmental agenci es to avoid confTi ctssuch as repavingahfghwaJ one year

only to cutup the new surface to install underground utilities the following
year

4 Economic Growth and Development The functio of economfcgrOlth

and development is to diversify and expand the existing local economy The
1980 1983 recession illustrated how fragile a local economy is when it is tied

to a 1 imited number of industries Economic growth and development offers

technical andfi nanci al advi ce about 1 oca1 state and federal programs for

expanding ordiversi fyi ng existing industries Economic growth and

development also offers advice to individuals or industries wishing to start

orlocate within the area Economic growth anddevel opment assists not only
the manufacturing industriesbutal so the service informational and retail

industries

5 Marketinq Pittsyl vania County Marketing of the PittsyTvania
County area is the primary responsibility of the Pittsylvania County Chamber
of Commerce and the Pittsyl vania County Economic Develo pment Organization

PEDO Currently PEDO is pursuing designation as a certified community
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under the Virginia Community Certification Program administered by the

Virginia Depa rtment of Economic Development In addition to the development
of industrial sites this marketing function identifies those industries

appropriate for location in the community and initiates contacts The

Community Certification Program which draws upon local state and

federal data about the county will provide the county with a complete
marketing package including Qual ity of Life Assessment marketing book

community profile brochures and audio visual preseritation PEDO is

coordinating this effort in conjunction with the West Piedmont Planning
District Commission staff and the County Planning Commission

6 Public Awareness The public awareness function is to publicize
the benefits and advantages of the planning function and other County
functions Since zoning and planning will be entirely new functions for the

County publ ic awareness w ill be very important to avoid misconceptions and

ill founded apprehensions

PLANNING APPROACH

Pittsylvania County cannot accomplish the planning functions just
descri bed by continuing to contract pl anning work out to consultants and

rel yi ng on the Pl anni ng Di strict Commi ssi on Whil e consultants and

commi ssionswill sttll have vital roles in the County other steps must be

taken Further whi 1 ecertain of the planning functions can be integrated
into existing County departments or can continue as they are in an informal

manner such arrangements wi l become increasingly ineffective as the County
grows or seeks to grow These things considered it is recommended that the

County establish a planning department

Initially the planning department would consist ofa building inspector
and a planner qualified to handle all aspects of land use regulation with the

potential to expand to otherfuncti ons The new staff shaul d havedependabl e

clerical help and an understanding of a timetable by which functions staff

responsibility and facilities will come under their department This gradual
approach w ill allow the new department the County citizens and the other

County perso nel to adjust to and appreciate the value of the planning
functions being performed in the new department
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The

technical

a 1 so in

projects

Planning Dist ict Commission is a ailable to p o ide immediate
assistance in specialized projects di ect11related to pla ingand

assisti ng the county with the funfdi ng a rra gements fOEi capital
and service programs as wellas advisi ng on prog am o perati ons

The Plarning Di st ict Cbmm ission also i PYO i des 1 ong a ge pI anning
assistance dHectly orinconjunct ion with consultahts enlisted by the county

The CommissionalsoP oVides an extensi e data base for use by the county
which has been establ i shed through the Goll1mi ssi on sdi rect efforts iand through
its designation as a State Data Center Affiliate The agency fstherefore
wo king directly with the irgini DepartTent of Planning and Budget and the

U S Departmerlt of Commerce The Commissio also has an extensive planning
information library and can respond to requests from the county staff and

i

from various county ag ncies industries businesses private organizations
and individuals

II 48



1IIIhllllllll IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII1IIIIIIIIIIIIill IIIIIIIIl IIIIIIIIi IIIIIIII IIIIi llllIhll111111111111111111111111111111111 11111111111111111 1111111111111111 11111111111111111111111111111 111 1111 1 1 1 1 1 11 11111 111 1 1 111 1111

L BRARY



COMMUNITY FACILITIES AND SERVICES LIBRARY

EXISTING CONDITIONS

Detailed descriptions of library facilities and services available to

county residents are described in the library services section of this

inventory The Pittsyl vani a County libraryis composed of the Chatham

library the Gretna Library the Westover library and the Bookmobile

Services The Westover Library is located in the Westover Tunstall area in

the southern end of the County near Danville This library is in the proposed
Danvillerecommended annexation award area Bookmobile service is available

1

to more rural areas of the County The Danvill e Publ ic library is al so

available at no charge to County residents

EVALUATION CRITERIA

The recommended mi nimum standards for Vi rgi ni a li brari es are adopted and

approved by the State library Board These standards require that the needs

of library service be formally assessed at re gular intervals based on

standards governing staffing salaries and benefits buildings outlets

collections and other factors summarized in Table No 1

In addition to the standards for library services standards have also

been established for types and characteristics of library systems These

standards are shown in Table No 2

General guidel ines for site requirements to assist in locating optimum
sites for 1 ibrari es follow

1 The library should be located on a main thoroughfare for easy

vehicular access

2

3

set back

Tlie library should have parking space equal to its

The 1 ibrary s houl d have a street 1 evel entrance

possible for clear visibility to passers by

floor area

and the mi ni mum
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TABLE NO 1

COMPARISON OF STATE lIBRARY BOARD SUMMARY STANDARDS

S tV 1 ce Criteria1

1 Collections for 50 000 100 000

population area

2 3 books per person

2 Buildings for 50 000 100 000

population area

Main library

0 6 sq ft per
person

One half of total

sq ft or not less
than 10 000 sq ft

4 500 sq ft or

greater

It

It Branch library

01
o

3 Travel time to Library 10 15 minutes
15 30 minutes

Source IStatelibrary Board Adopted 1978
21983 Pittsylvania County Master library Plan

Adjusted for annexation

Standard for2
P1ttsylvania County

132 294

34 500 sq ft

14 500 sq ft

5 000 sq ft
4 Branches
20 000 sq ft

Urban Suburban
Rural

xistinq Conditions2

42 400

5 500 sq ft

3 030 sq ft

3 Branches 2 470 q ft

30 45 minutes



UI

Type

Centra 1 or Ma in

Branch

Sub Branch

Area Served

Municipal ity

1 to 1 1 2 Miles

TABLE NO 2

lIBRARY TYPES AND CHRACTERISTICS

Population
Served

Varies

25 000 50 000

people

Detached Areas and Smaller Towns Varies

Miscellaneous

Should be within a block or two of
main business and shopping area

Convenient to transportation
arteries

Should be easily accessible

Frequently not open every day or

housed in a library department
building can be located in community
buildings schools or rental
quarters

Source Urban Planning and Design Criteria Joseph DiChiara and lee Koppelman



FUTURE PLAN

The need for 1 ibralY servi ces is expected to g ow in proporti on to

population growth The concentrati on ofpopul ati on i n1tl1e southe n area of

the tounty will requireaddit oral li a servicesand facilities in this

area To ccommodate these needs additti onal library branches 1 be

required

Recommendations for planning a branch syste incorporate the

establ ishment of new servi ces jn outlyi ng areas as well as the expansi on and

adjustment of main library services tis beyond the scope of the

comprehensive pl an to coordi nate these acti viti es consequentl y only general
recommendations for future master plans in conjunction with accepted standards

are given as follows

1 Increase bookmobile servicesto the rural areas of the County
This can be achieved by increasing the number of runs per month the number of

stops and by increasing the 1 ength oft me the bookmobile remai nsateach

location Accurate records of bookmobil es rvi ce areas and book circulation

will also hel p to indicate the Jocati ons where circulation isi f greater
demand therefore requi ri ng branch li braries irf the futur e

2 Achieve the state standard of 0 6 square foot per person of library
space in the County This objectiVe may be achieved by continuing 1the five

year master pl anorigi nall Y developed in 1979 to meet thebuil di ng needs for

10 to 20 years and then impl ementi n9 these pl ans as a ppropri ate

Investigating various funding from state and federal sources should be

considered as possibilities
3 Bring the book collections upto state standards by continuing to

seek additional local and state fund An alternative source of funding could

be sought through sponsori ngfund rai sers encouragi ng the community to

support and become involved with the library system

4 Achieve quality library service for the County s publi cl ibrary
system at the lowest possible cost This can be achieved thlough continuing
to develop plans for cooperation within the County library system and other

nearby libraries

5 Conduct surveys on a regular basi s every two or three years to

determi ne the needs of the County resi dents for services that can be provided

by the library system and seek to improve and implement the most desirable

ones
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HOUSING PLAN

HOlJSINGPLAN

A fundamental human need is fair and adequate housing The absence of

adequate ousi g especial1 fo lowandmoderate income citizens would have

an adverse imp ct on theCouhty

The purposeofJ the housing plan is to evaluate the existing conditions

establi sh objectives and make recommendations To reach thi s goal the

County the City of Danville the Virginia Department of Health and theU S

Department of Housi ngand Urban Development must work closel ytogether in

assuring fair and adequate housing to all citizens

EXISTING CONDITIONS

Economic conditions in the Gounty and the cost of a typicallsingle family
detached f home infl uence housi ngchoiices Such socia economic factors have

probably weighed heavily toward the choice of a mobile home cas a residehce for

parti es unabl e to afford other housi ng o pti ons

MoHi 1 e homes are the fastest growi ngform of low i ncori1e housi ng in rural

areas Their prices range an herefrom 10 000 to 40 000 and they are

availableimmediatel for occup hcy The increasingly ncontrol1ed placeme t
of mobile homes throughout theCountyisa result of the incorporated towns

and the City of Danville irestrictingthemw ithintheirboundaries

TheCotmty like many counties with a signifiicant amount of rural

housing has units that have deficiencies Currently the County employs
strict inspectionsofnew homeconstructi on includi ngthat utilizing mobile

homes or modular homes that form the basis of much of the new home activity
These inspections are based on uniform statewide building codes Manufactured

homes are also subject to compliancewithcertain federal standards The

County administrator also uses strict enforcement of the County ssubdiv ision

ordinance

In comparing the County with otherjurii sdi cti ons near by includi ng

Danville and Henry County ttiecounty far out istances these in respect to

total housing units authorized in the fiveyearperiod 19811 1985 The

significance ofthisi s that much of the older and sometimes substandard
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housing is being replaced by new modern and fit housing located and

inspected using the more strict standards of ordinances in use today Thus

the County housing stock that is actually occupied discounting the old

abandoned anddemol ished hous ing is rapidly improving as to aggregate number
volume and overall quality This ishapp ning through the County s active
free market housing wi thout the wi de use of government subsi di zed p ograms on

housi ngdevel oper loans or rental programs In addressing needs for covering
deficiencies in older homes the County has available the programs of such
a genci es as P ittsyl vania County Community Acti on Agency and Pi edmont Seni ors

of Virginia that can be utilized for fix up and home improvements

FUTURE HOUSING PLAN

In order to continue to meet the needs of expanding the overall housing
market forne units and remaining on the cou se of maintaining existing
housi ng in good condi tion it is recommended that the County

1 Consider forming a joint citycounty committee toinvesti gate
oooperative efforts toward establishing a regional redevelopment and housing
auth ritYdn order to best utilize appropriate fundi g that mightbe available

fo ehabilitation of aider existing housing stock This recqgritzes that

mu hcexi sti ng housing and future uni tsa e located in the south county
DanvHlearea The agency if it could be crieated could promote a variety of
housi ng programs and be res ponsi ble for admilnistering rehabilitati on programs
that are available and which the County deems app opriate and iswii1ing to

support

2 I dependentl y through itsPlanni ng Commi s on the Countyshoul d

explore ordi nancesand or changes in ordinances that could lead to both

expansion in the hou i2g market and improvements in the quality of n lhousing
as it isauthorized in the future These caul d incl ude the fee structures

involved with developing new homes also if land use control ordinances were
ry

to be implefl1ented by the County these might include a bonus system to

developers as to lot sizes that would supersede arrangements mandated in the

County s cU1717ent subdivision ordinances These actionsi could expand the

market frthesi ng1 e family private detached type units that are endorsed

by the County and its citizens for meeting housing needs

3 The County recognizes that certain groups due to their beiTtg orlow
and moderate income lMI have 1 imited resources with which to find housing
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the County advocates the use of Community Development Block Grant CDBG funds

for projects in the County that may directly or indirectly assist LMI persons

in obtaining improved housing conditions or housing
4 The County will consider a future study of housing conditions and

needs and consider ways in which low and moderate income persons can be

assisted in the future

HOUSING OBJECTIVE AND SOURCES OF ASSISTANCE

Provision of aesthetic healthy and wide ranging choices for housing for

all the County s citizens including low and moderate income persons the aged
and the handicapped

The County expects to use assistance from the Virginia Community
Development Block Grant Program for infrastructural recreation and other

physical facilities to improve neighborhood conditions and thereby directly or

indirectly assist citizens needing assistance
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